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V Israelis charge Arafat advisor 

\ .TEL AVW (DPA) — Israel's attorney general, 
^.m Rubenstejn, filed assault charges Sunday 
again* Ahmad 1 Tibi, an adviser to Palestinian Presi- 
ggentYassir Arafat, Israeb Radio reported. The charges 

B backto an incident a year ago when Tibi an Arab 
fc is alleged to have roughed up and insulted a 
ff who demanded to see his identification docu- 
Tibi repeatedly denied any wrongdoing 
Be called Sunday's decision -disconcerting* ‘and a 
■case of “political persecution." 
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Prince Abdullah delivers 
King’s message to Qadhafi 

TRIPOLI ( Petra i — His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Sunday delivered a message from His 
Majesty King Hussein to Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi wishing him speedy recovery from a recent 
surgery. In the message, the King stressed Jordan’s 
support to Libya “against the unfair regulations 
imposed on the country.” King Hussein said die King- 
dom will continue efforts to lift the sanctions and 
wished the Libyan people further progress and pros- 
perity. 
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Tarawneh government’s popularity 
rises among opinion-makers, 
drops among public — CSS poll 
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!. By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN — After one hun- 
dred days in office, the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
payez Tarawneh seems to 
have gained popularity 
among opinion-makers, bur 
not among the public at 
large, an opinion poll 
released yesterday shows. 
Figures suggest that the 
government has been able 
. to partially overcome an 
initial scepticism registered 
among the intelligentsia 
when it was sworn in on 
Aug. 20. 

■ However, the 23-member 

- cabinet appears to have lost 
some ground among the 
general public, who judged 

.Unsatisfactory measures 

taken so far by the govem- 
; meat in its mandate to fight 

- corruption and nepotism, as 
j*eU as to reform the public 

^administration, reduce 

- poverty and unemployment 

The survey, conducted by 


the Centre for Strategic 
Studies (CSS) at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, showed 
that 26.8 per cent up from 
19.3 in August of opinion 
leaders — political ana- 
lysts, party leaders, labour 
union and professional 
association activists, and 
writers, including journal- 
ists and editors — respond- 
ed that the government is 
highly capable of meeting 
its stated mandate. 

Among the general pub- 
lic, the percentage of 
respondents believing the 
government was highly 
capable stood at 2S.4 in 
August, but went down to 
22.7 in late November. 

The percentage of those 
who thought the govern- 
ment was fairly capable of 
shouldering its responsibili- 
ties rose in the past four 
months from 38.1 to 43.4 
per cent among the general 
public, and from 47.8 to 
49.6 per cent among opin- 


Netanyahu blames 
Arafat for attacks 


0,'MV CAP) — Israeli 
iftHne... Minister Benyamin 
J^aryahu on Sunday accused 
•fie; . Palestinian National 
. Aahoriry of fomenting violent 
.aset protests in the West Bank. 

■At leas two Palestinians 
woe injured Sunday when 
fcxnonstraiors threw stones at 
Israeli troops outside the Jewish 
settlement of Ariel in the north- 
Mjfea Bank, and the soldiers 
responded with rubber-coaled 
metal bullets and tear gas. 
JAday earlier, 27 Palestinians 
and three Israeli soldiers were 
sped in similar clashes 
ihfxigtout the West Bank. 

The protests, coupled with a 
hunger strike by hundreds of 
Palestinian prisoners, grew out 
of an increasingly bitter dispute 
werfaleshman prisoners to be 
ideased under the land-for- 
wutity accord. 

Under it, Laael is to release 
^50 Palestinian prisoners. It 
fieal 250 of them last month, 
k* most were criminals. The 
Palestinians want so-called 
security prisoners — those 
"king hddibr anti-Israel activi- 
T— to be released instead 

Netanyahu on Sunday 
demanded the Palestinian 
%kmal Authority stop encour- 
aging violent protests and 
ffl 9ead clang? down on them. 

; Palestinian Authority 
. ®pds behind the inflaming of 
feaxtostralkHis and the 
^strikes,” the prime min- 


15 

iS 


% according to official min- 
Palestinians have 
toen asked to stop the violence 
^ incternent to violence.” 
r - t Tibi, a top aide to 
denied die Palestinian 
^Janaf Authority had any 
?5*k plan” to encourage the 


angry exchange on 

issue came only six 
President Clinton 
arrive fora three- 
to fry to help move 
^ mgjfemaaaticMi of the 
^^■accord 

I sraeli government has 
^®tened to hold up its 
' withdr awal from 
■JwEr5 per cent of the West 
the dispute, but 
'SfWw.has said the puB- 
proceed as sched- 




^w|o%ed tiiat stqs were 
- j*^ r to_ad£kess Palestinian 
over the prisoners. 
^^ffiE^'amembef of die 
^ftoyalot’s. Likud Party and 


former deputy chief of the Shin 
Bet intelligence. Gidon Ezra, 
called 00 the prime minister to 
release Palestinian prisoners 
over foe age of 45 who have 
saved at least 20 years. ‘‘We 
need, somehow, to show them 
the light at the end of the tun- 
nel” Ezra told Israel Radio. 

On other issues, Netanyahu 
called on .Arafat to begin invit- 
ing members of the Palestinian 
National Council l PNC), the 
Palestinian parliament-in-exile. 
to next week’s meeting in 
Gaza Most of the more than 
500 members of the PNC live 
abroad. 

At the Gaza gathering, in 
Clinton's presence, the Pales- 
tinians are to reaffirm the nulli- 
fication of clauses in their 
national charter calling for 
Israel's destruction. 

Israel has also demanded that 
the PNC hold an actual vote 
naber titan simply proclaiming 
the charter changed, hut the 
Palestinians on Sunday repeal- 
ed their objections to that 

‘They haven’t the right to 
give us instructions,” Arafat 
said in response upon his arrival 
in Gaza Sunday from a Euro- 
pean trip. 

Meanwhile, Ahmad Qureia, 
speaker of the Palestinian par- 
liament, warned of more vio- 
lence if Israel continues to 
expand Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
where the Palestinians hope to 
establish a future state. 

“If settlement activity contin- 
ues. then all means of resistant 
are open,” Qureia told reporters 
in the West Bank town of 
Ramallah. 

Settlers have established 
makeshift communities on sev- 
eral West Bank hilltops since 
the Wye accord was signed in 
October, in a bid to keep the 
{and from being turned over to 
the Palestinians. 

Netanyahu repeated another 
demand Sunday: that Arafat 
refrain from threatening to um- 
Uterally declare a Palestinian 
state on May 4. 1999. after foe 
expiration of foe Oslo interim 
peace avoids. 

The Palestinian pesident has 
said be has a right to declare 
statehood in foe absence frfajy 
negotiated agreement. But he 
said Saturday in Sweden that 

Israel and foe new Palestinian 
entity should cow Jby 
mutual agreement and aceep- 


ion leaders. 

The percentage of respon- 
dents who thought the gov- 
ernment was incapable of 
meeting its mandate went 
down from six in August to 
5.3 per cent in November 
among the national sample, 
and from 14.5 to 9.2 per 
cent among opinion leaders 
during the same period. 

Results of the survey, the 
sixth of its kind carried out 
by the CSS during the 
tenure of three successive 
premiers, reaffirmed that 
Jordanians hold foe prime 
mini ster in higher regard 
than the Cabinet as a whole. 
Only 20.1 per cent of the 
national sample and 15 per 
cent of the opinion leaders 
believe that the government 
could collectively manage 
its responsibilities, while 
the figures for premier 
Tarawneh himself were 33 
and 38.6 per cent, respec- 
tively. 

In comparison with the 


two previous governments 
of Prime Ministers Abdul 
Sal am Majali and Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. Tarawneh 's 
positive popularity trend 
stands out. 

When Kabariti was 
appointed, in Feb. 1996, 
expectations were very 
high, with 38 per cent of foe 
average public and 30.1 per 
cent of the opinion makers 
considering his government 
highly capable of meeting 
the requirements of future 
stages. But 100 days down 
foe road, in May 1996 — 
and before the highly 
unpopular decision taken 
by his government in 
August that year to lift state 
subsidies on bread — the 
government’s popularity 
rate had already gone down 
to 32.2 percentage points 
among the general public 
and 18.1 among foe intel- 
lectuals. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Palestinian police 
launch illegal 
arms campaign 


GAZA (R.) — The 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) Sun- 
day announced foe 
launch of a police cam- 
paign to round up unli- 
censed and illegal 
weapons in all Palestin- 
ian self-rule areas as 
required under a new 
peace deal with Israel. 

“The 15-day ultima- 
tum for people to hand 
over their unlicensed 
weapons is over and 
starting today we will 
begin organising cam- 
paigns to collect illegal 
weapons,” Brigadier- 
General Mahmoud 
Asfour told Reuters. 

The Iand-for-security 
deal which Israel and 
foe PNA signed in the 
United States in Oct. 23 
called on the Palestini- 
ans to establish a legal 
framework criminalis- 
ing unlicensed arms and 
to confiscate illegal 
weapons. 

Asfour said that many 
people had handed over 
weapons during the past 
two weeks and that oth- 
ers had applied for 
licences to legalise per- 
sonal arms. 

He declined to specify 
estimates of how many 
unlicensed weapons 
were circulating in 
Palestinian areas. 

“People who asked for 
licences had to meet 
several conditions, their 
applications had to be 
studied carefully and 
legally before a licence 
could be approved," he 
added- 


The weapons cam- 
paign was announced to 
the public Sunday in 
front page advertise- 
ments in three local 
newspapers in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

Palestinian Police 
Chief Ghazi Jabali said 
violators would be pun- 
ished under a Palestin- 
ian weapons law impos- 
ing a maximum three- 
year jail term and top 
fine equivalent to 
around $7,500 on 
offenders. 

“From now on. who- 
ever is caught will be 
interrogated and sent to 
trial,” Asfour said. 

Asfour added that 
police would not cany 
out house-to-house 
campaigns to search for 
illegal weapons but 
would exclusively rely 
on “accurate and previ- 
ous information.” 

“After we receive the 
information will ask for 
permission from the 
attorney general’s office 
to go in the suspected 
house to look for the 
unlicensed weapon," he 
said. 

The Wye River inter- 
im peace deal provides 
for Israel to withdraw 
its troops from another 
13 per cent of the West 
Bank in three stages 
over three months in 
exchange for precise 
Palestinian security 
steps and political 
moves. 

Israel carried out the 
first staged land transfer 
on November 20. 



ASIAN GAMES OPEN: Jordanian athletes arrive at the Asian Games opening ceremony on Sunday at the Rajaman- 
gala National Stadium in Bangkok. Athletes from 41 countries will take part in the Games, which are billed as the last 
great sports festival of the century. The competition runs through December 20 ( see sports pages) (AFP photo) 


U.N. secretary general says ‘well on 
way’ to ending Lockerbie dispute 


ABU DHABI (R) — U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan said on Sunday he 
believed the long-running 
dispute over the trial of 
suspects in foe 1988 bomb- 
ing of a Pan Am jumbo jet 
over Scotland was well on 
the way to being settled. 

A U.N. statement issued 
in Abu Dhabi, after 
Annan’s arrival here to 
address a Gulf Arab sum- 
mit on Monday, said he frad 
spoken to U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
from foe plane on his way 
to foe capital of foe United 
Arab Emirates. 

“...The secretary general 
shared with the U.S. secre- 
tary of state the nature of 
his talks with foe Libyans. 
He stated that he had “fruit- 
ful and positive discus- 
sions' with foe Libyans," 
said foe statement, sent to 
Reuters. 

“We are well on the way 
to resolving foe problem,” 


the statement quoted 
Annan as saying. 

“The secretary general 
stated that the Libyans 
have their own way of con- 
sulting with their reality 
and they would determine 
how to consult their people 
for a decision on the 
Lockerbie issue and foe 
way to announce it.” foe 
statement said. 

Annan had said after his 
Saturday meeting with 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi that he hoped for 
“good news” soon, but said 
Libya’s complex decision- 
making process meant a 
final agreement needed 
more time. 

The Libyan Foreign Min- 
istry said on Sunday it 
believed a deal to settle the 
issue was closer after the 
talks with Annan. 

The United Slates and 
Britain are pressing for the 
surrender of two alleged 
Libyan intelligence agents 


accused of blowing up Pan 
Am Flight 103 over 
Lockerbie, killing 270 
people. 

Tripoli’s refusal to hand- 
over foe suspects, on the 
ground that they would not 
receive a fair trial in Scot- 
land or foe United States, 
led to the imposition of 
U.N. sanctions against 
Tripoli in 1992. 

Libya, backed by the 
Arab League and the 
Organisation of African 
Unity, has since agreed to 
let the two. Abdul Basset 
Ali Mohammed AJ 
Megrahi and Lamen Khali- 
fa Fhimah, stand trial 
before Scottish judges sit- 
ting on neutral territory in 
foe Netherlands. 

The ITnited States and 
Britain agreed in August to 
a trial in the Netherlands 
and are keen to see the two 
men handed over before 
the Dec. 21 anniversary of 
the bombing. 


A Libyan official said 
earlier on Sunday he 
expected a lengthy parlia- 
mentary debate on the pos- 
sible handover of the two 
suspects, following 

Annan's intervention in the 
dispute. 

Libya's General People’s 
Congress is due to start a 
five-day session on Tues- 
day. 

The United States said it 
was disappointed at foe 
failure to agreed a clear-cut 
agreement on foe handover 
of the two Libyans. 

Libya's main objection 
since the site of the trial 
was agreed has been to 
U.S. and British demands 
that, if convicted, the two 
should serve rbeir prison 
sentences in Scotland. 

Tripoli wants any jail 
sentence to be served in the 
Netherlands or Libya, but 
Washington and London 
have said this issue is not 
negotiable. 


Levy says won’t join Israeli government 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Former Foreign 
Minister David Levy said 
on Sunday be had decided 
against rejoining Israel's 
fragile coalition govern- 
ment and accused Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu of deception in 
crying to woo him back. 

In a statement carried by 
Israel Radio. Levy appeared 
to be angry over what he 
considered Netanyahu's 
backtracking on a purported 
promise to appoint him 
finance minister. 

“I have reached the 
inevitable conclusion that 
the prime minister’s offer 
was a sham,” Levy said, 
accusing Netanyahu’s con- 
fidants of spreading 
rumours that the Israeli 
leader did not intend to 
abide by a verbal deal to 
give him the portfolio. 

“As a result of these seri- 


ous circumstances, I have 
decided no longer to deal 
with this matter, which now 
has no real substance, and 1 
will not join this govem- 
menL’’ 

in a statement. 
Netanyahu’s office said 
efforts would continue to 
bring Levy back into the 
fold. 

"The prime minister 
believes that Levy, with his 
experience, could con- 
tribute to the government 
and assist it, especially dur- 
ing this period," it said. 

. Levy, a self-declared 
champion of foe working 
class, took his five-member 
Gesher movement out of 
foe government in January, 
accusing Netanyahu of 
moving too slowly on peace 
and failing to help low- 
income groups. 

Netanyahu wants to 
strengthen a right-wing 


government deeply divided 
over the U.S. -brokered 
land-for-security deal he 
signed with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat at 
foe White House in Octo- 
ber. 

But the prospects of a 
free-spending Levy taking 
over from the cautious Yaa- 
cov Nee man at the finance 
ministry has alarmed Israeli 
markets. 

Shares on the Tel Aviv 
Stock Exchange dipped last 
week after it appeared Nee- 
man was on the way out. 
They rose on Sunday od 
speculation Levy would not 
replace him. 

Despite opposition from 
key coalition partners to the 
Wye River deal, Netanyahu 
has remained in power with 
the help of foe left-centre 
Labour Party which wants 
to see the interim accord 
carried out during the three 


months ending in February. 

It remains to be seen 
whether Netanyahu can 
avoid being toppled after 
that — even with foe sup- 
port of Levy’s faction. 

At least one of the five 
lawmakers in Gesher has 
said he will not rejoin the 
coalition. 

Israel’s U.S. -mediated 
peace deal with the Pales- 
tinians provides for Israel to 
withdraw from a further 13 
per cent of the West Bank in 
three stages — the first last 
month — in rerum for 
Palestinian security steps 
and political moves. 

Politicians suggest that 
lacking the support of a 
coalition majority for 
peace moves, Netanyahu 
will be forced either to form 
a unity government with 
Labour or move elections 
forward to early 1999 from 
late 2000. 


Ocalan says ready to stand trial in international court 


BONN (R) — Turkey’s 
most wanted man, the 
rebel Kurdish leader 
Abdullah Ocalan. said on 
Sunday he was prepared to 
stand trial in front of an 
international tribune. 

However, the court 
would also have to decide 
who was responsible for 
the deaths of thousands of 
people in the conflict 


between Turkey and his 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), Ocalan said in a 
statement prepared for 
German ZDF television. 

The PKK leader is at the 
centre of an extradition 
row involving Germany. 
Italy and Turkey. He is 
wanted for treason in 
Turkey for leading a 
bloody rebellion for Kur- 


dish home rule. 

‘‘I am ready to go in 
front of an international 
tribunal, made up of inde- 
pendent judges, to see 
whether we or the Turkish 
government are responsi- 
ble for the escalation of 
armed conflict which has 
led to thousands of deaths 
on both sides,” he said. 

Ankara wants Italy. 


which arrested Ocalan at 
Rome airport last month, 
to send him back to 
Turkey to face trial over 
the rebellion in which 
29,000 people have died 
since the mid 1980s. 
Turkey has vociferously 
opposed the idea of an 
international trial. 

It fears that a European 
court could call into ques- 


tion Ankara's policies in 
its 14-year struggle with 
the PKK, wfoich is fighting 
for self-rule in the south- 
east of die country. 

Turkish Foreign Minis- 
ter Ismail C.em said in 
Rome on Saturday that 
such a trial would “simply 
become a forum to politi- 
cise the case." 

Italy says its constitution 


forbids extraditing Ocalan 
because he could face the 
death penalty. 

German Chancellor Ger- 
hard Schroeder shot down 
the next-best solution for 
Italy and Turkey when he 
said he would not seek to 
extradite Ocalan to face 
charges of inciting his fol- 
lowers in Germany to 
murder. 
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High turnout as Turkish 
Cypriots elect new parliament 


ANKARA (DPA) — 
Turnout was reportedly High 
Sunday as Turkish Cypriots 
went to the polls to elect a 
new 50-seat parliament for 
their breakaway state in the 
north of the divided Mediter- 
ranean island of Cyprus. 

The Anatolia news agency 
said that a high percentage 
of more than 120,000 voters 
turned out for the polling 
which began early in the 
morning and ended at 6 p.m. 
local rime. 

The agency quoted police 
as saying that no serious 


incident occurred during the 
elections in which Turkish 
Cypriotes had a choice of 
352 candidates from seven 
parties. 

Turkish Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash Sunday 
renewed his call for 
international recognition of 
the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus, which has 
only been recognised by 
Turkey since its establish- 
ment in 1983. 

“These elections are suffi- 
cient to prove our existence, 
our democratic institutions 


and that the Turkish Repub- 
lic of Northern Cyprus is not 
a fabrication,” Denktash was 
quoted as saying by Anatolia 
news agency while casting 
his vote. 

The Turkish Cypriot leader 
called on the public to 
respect the results of the 
election. “Our duty is to 
accept the results and help 
the government to be set 
up "he added 

Anatolia said that unoffi- 
cial results would not be 
announced until -early Mon- 
day because of a complex 


system of proportional rep- 
resentation which is being 
used for the first time. 

As parliament has only an 
advisory role in foreign poli- 
cy, the elections are not 
expected to spell a major 
change in Turkish Cyprus'’ 
Ankara -dependent stance on 
the long-running sovereign- 
ty issue on the island. 

Cyprus has been divided 
into a Turkish community in 
the north and a Greek one in 
the south since the 1974 
Turkish intervention after an 
Athens-backed coup. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Moratinos arrives Tliesday 

AMMAN i Petra) — European Union envoy Miguel Moratinos 
arrives here Tuesday on a three-day official visit for talks with 
senior Jordanian officials. His talks will touch upon the Middle 
East peace process and the latest developments in the region. 

Tarawneh meets with Kaabneh 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister and Minister of Defence 
Fayez Tarawneh on Sunday visited the headquarters of the Jor- 
dan Armed Forces. He was received by the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mira'i Kaab- 
neh. Tarawneh and Field Marshal Kaabneh discussed issues of 
concern to the armed forces. 

Lawzi meets with British official 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Public Works and Housing 
Nasser Lawzi yesterday held. talks with visiting British under- 
secretary of stare ai the Department of Environment, Transport, 
and the Regions, Alan Meale. Lawzi briefed Meale on Jordan’s 
experience in public and private sector partnership as well as the 
government's endeavours to organise the transport sector. 

Majali, Judeh discuss parliamentary issues 

AMMAN (Petra) — The new speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament. Abdul Hadi Majali met Sunday with Information 
Minister Nasser Judeh for talks on the House's continued coop- 
eration with the official and public media Majali said the House 
is keen on allowing die media to cover its sessions and 
expressed hope that close cooperation between the two institu- 
tions would further enhance the democratic process and pariia 
mentary life in the country. Judeh, who congratulated M^ali oo 
his election to the speakership, reaffirmed tbe media's readiness 
to cover House deliberations and help Parliament in its endeav- 
ours. Majali and Judeh reviewed a number of issues connected 
with parliamentary work. 

Ikrkish demonstrators released 

ANKARA (DPA) — Police in the north-western Anatolian 
province of Bursa on Sunday released 111 demonstrators 
detained aday earlier for protesting againstTurkey’s dress code, 
the Anatolia new agency said. The report said that charges 
would be brought against 70 of them for violating the law cov- 
ering demonstrations and gatherings. The ckmomtrators. most 
of them university students! were arrested on Saturday after they 
ignored police calls to disperse. 

'Iran's Khatami to visit Saudi Arabia’ 

RIYADH (R) — Iranian President Mohammad Khatami is 
expected to visit Saudi Arabia in the next three months in 
response to an invitation by King Fahd, Iran’s ambassador in 
Riyadh said on Sunday. “His Highness King Fabd issued an 
invitation to President Mohammad Khatami He [Khatami] 
accepted and is expected to visit tbe kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
within three months," Ambassador Reza Nouri told Reuters. 
Iranian -Saudi relations, soured after Iran's 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion toppled the pro- Western shah, have been improving since 
the reformist Khatami was elected last year. He advocates clos- 
er ties with Iran's Arab neighbours. Senior officials from both 
sides have exchanged visits, including Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah who last December travelled to Tehran to attend the 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) summit Reza 
said Saudi Defence Minister Prince Sultan was also expected to 
visit Tehran after the Holy Month of Ramadan, which begins 
later in December. 


Algeria prime minister’s 
speech in parliament 
marred by scuffle 


ALGIERS no —A fist-fight 
overshadowed Algerian 
Prime Minister Ahmad 
Ouyahia's appearance in a 
tense parliament on Sunday 
when he defended his gov- 
ernment’s two-year-long 
record in office. 

Scores of deputies booed 
Ouyahia when he started his 
speech by saying that Alge- 
ria was about to wipe out 
Muslim guerrillas. 

“Each day a massacre 
occurs and you are still 
repeating such statements," 
shouted one parliamentarian 
amid a stream of insults trad- 
ed between the premier's 
supporters and opponents. 

Algeria is mired in a sav- 
age hit-and-run war between 
the military and Islamic 
guerrillas in which thou- 
sands of people, mostly 
civilians, have died. 

One deputy from the main 
ruling National Democratic 
Rally (RND) exchanged 
blows with a deputy from the 
National Liberation Front 
(FLN), a junior government 
partner. 

The scuffle threw the ses- 
sion into confusion as other 
parliamentarians from both 
sides tried to calm the situa- 
tion. 

Parliament Speaker Abdul 
Kader Ben Salah was heard 
ordering a brief recess. 

But Ouyahia continued his 


speech, broadcast live on 
state-mn television, going on 
to outline his government’s 
achievement in taming infla- 
tion and broadening the 
country's foreign currency 
reserves. 

Ouyahia said inflation fell 
to 6 per cent in 1997 from 19 
per cent in 1996. He said he 
expected an inflation rale of 
five per cent in 1998. 

He gave no figure for the 
amount of currency reserves 
but official data showed that 
the government expected 
that amount to fall to some 
$7 5 billion at the end of the 
year from $9 billion because 
of a slump in crude oil 
prices. 

Oil and gas account for 
more than 95 per cent of the 
value of Algeria’s total 
exports. 

“Even if oil average falls to 
$12 per barrel Algeria is 
cushioned against oil price 
fall, even at the level of $12 
per barrel the country will be 
able to pay back its debts and 
cover its imports between 
1 998 and 2000 "-said 
Ouyahia. 

He acknowledged that the 
economic crisis was hitting 
Algerians hard, saying 
380.000 workers had lost 
their jobs following the shut- 
ting of some 1,000 ailing 
state-owned companies in 
19^7 and 199S. 


An elderly man Sunday displays bloodied pillows and a hoe that he claims was used 
by terrorists to kill members of his family in a massacre in the Tadjasna hamlet in the 
coastal province of Tipaza, 60 fans west of Algiers (Reuters photo) 

‘Rebels kill nine Algerians’ 


ALGIERS (R) — Suspected 
Islamist rebels slashed the 
throats of nine villagers in an 
Algerian hamlet overnight, 
government security officials 
said ori-Sunday- .... 

The officials told Reuters 
that rebels killed three chil- 
dren. three women and three 
men and wounded six others 
in the massacre at Tadjana 
hamlet in the coastal province 
of Tipaza, 60 kilometres west 
of Algiers. 

The senior security offi- 


cials, who asked not to be 
named, said the carnage took 
place at about 3 am. on Sun- 
day, adding the attackers also - - 
abducted seven girls from 

three houses. * ■- 

Earlier, the government said 
in a statement carried by the 
official Algerian new agency 
Al^ that seven people were 
killed and five wounded. 

The statement blamed 
Islamist rebels for tbe attack 
Tbe overnight massacre 
brousht to more than 60 the 


number of people killed in tbe 
past six days of violence in 
Algeria. 

In the past farc years there 
has been an upsurge of vio- 
lence leading up to and during 
the Holy Month of Ramadan. 

The fasting month wiU be 
observed during tbe second 
half of December, depending 
on foe sight of the moon. 

Muslim rebels consider 
Ramadan an auspicious peri- 
od in the “holy war" against 
the government. 
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moving 

Kenyan port of Mombasa a 
week agp are expected to be 
delivered to famine-hit areas 
of the Sudan this week; aid 
officials said. 

'This is foe biggest-ever 
operation to move relief food 
by road to Sudan’s Bate- Al 
Gfaazal province," - Jams' 

Addis, of foe World Vta® 
agency, told Reuters in Nairo- 
bi on Sunday. 

“Over 60 trucks are-tra®! 
potting foe food, in relays; 
aeady 3,Q0Q km owsdaod ~~ 
much of it tough jungle ;ier- i ( 

n The food pipeline, 10 n 

by the United States Agerey 
for International Devefopmaa 
(UNSAID], is targeted at Toqj 
and Gogrial counties, where 
thousand of families are now 
facing starvation, Addis said 

The fist consignment of 
7.706 tonnes of lentils and 
sorghum arrived at Mombassa 
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lasf month. The aim is to defct Jji ^ r 
er it to the famine- hit areas 
during foe short dry season 
when roads are normally pass- 
able for loaded truck. • - JtlSfK'fr-- 

Many of the roads in the p** *'■ 
Sudan, however, are in a pea JL & 
sate, and bridges may not sup- 
port heavily-laden trucks.-. 

Wbrid Vision's logistics 
manager KRlin OtiemisakL' 

“Earlier this year we moved 
1300 tonnes of food by road 
with three months, under tfiffi- 
cuh circumstances. 

“This gave us valuable expe- 
rience, but foe new operatieo p^ - 
is foe biggest logistics •ctal-is; as 
leoges we have ever faced." z: 
An estimated 12 ntiDion 
people in southern Sudan at 
in need of food aid afttx tw 
years of drought and the 
effects of a 15-year war- 
between southern rebels and 
Sudan government forces 
which has devastated toqge 
area, aid workers say. ” 7 * 1, 
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Donor countries announce pledges of $68.5 million to UNRWA 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Pledges of contri- 
butions worth about $682 million 
towards the 1999 financial needs of 
the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency' for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) in the Near East were 
announced Thursday at the annual 
Pledging Conference for UNRWA, 
held at United Nations headquarters 
in New York, an UNRWA statement 
said. 

Twenty -six delegations spoke and 
IS announced pledges at die confer- 
ence, which was opened by the cur- 
rent president of the General Assem- 
bly, Foreign Minister Didier Operm of 


Uruguay. Tbe coramssioner general 
of UNRWA, Peter Hansen, also 
addressed the meeting. The observer 
of Palestine also made a statement 
The biggest pledges announced for 
1999 were from Sweden (150 million 
krona, or about $18.4 million) and 
Norway (100 million Norwegian kro- 
ner. or about $133 million]. Japan 
said it would contribute $1024 milion 
in this fiscal year, while Denmark 
pledged 60 million krone (about 
$9.24 million]. The Netherlands 
announced a pledge worth some $5.7 
million. Switzerland pledged $53 
million and Spain announced a pledge 


of some $3.4 million. Belgium 
pledged nearly $682,000 and the 
Unied Arab Emirates pledged 
$500,000. 

Other countries announcing pledges 
at the conference were: Greece. Aus- 
tria, Turkey, Luxembourg. China. 
Thailand. Portugal. Malaysia and 
Tunisia. Countries making their 
pledges to UNRWA in writing or who 
had announced their pledges earlier 
were the Czech Republic, Egypt, 
India, Monaco. Chile and Colombia. 

Frve of UNRWA’s traditional major 
donor countries — Canada, France, 
Germany, the United Kingdom and 


the United States — spoke at tbe con- 
ference in support of UNRWA's work, 
but where not in a position to pledge 
at this time due to pending parliamen- 
tary or budgetary procedures. All rep- 
resentative of foe European Commis- 
sion (EC] also spoke at foe meeting 
and referred to ongoing negotiations 
on a new three-year convention 
between UNRWA and tbe EC. 

Pledges made or promised at Thurs- 
day's meeting will go towards 
UNRWA’s regular budget require- 
ments of $322 million fix 1999. The 
main provider of education, health 
care, relief services and social pro- 


grammes for 33 million registae£fc| 
Palestine refugees, UNRWA is I 
financed almost entirely by voluntary* 
contributions from the international! 
community. Tbe agency has 'faced * 
chronic shortfalls in binding in reco£ 
years, as floe numbers and needs of the |j 
refugee population have grown, said f 
the statement. f 

In his opening statement, Hansen^ 
said, the refugees “cannot survive oa? v 
a mandate alone.” The greatest risks 
they faced, he said, was not tfeT 
untimely discontinuation ofUNRWA^ 
but the “slow bleeding of the vital pn> ^ 
grammes which tbe agency defiers.” 
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, IORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO ' 

! 15:10 Cartoon - Batman 

i 15*20 David Copper Field 

16:00 Drama - Neighbours 

! 16 JO Des Chiffres El Des Letters 

! 18: 15 Drama - Wind at My Back 

I 19:00 Le Journal 

i 19:15 French Programme 

; 19:30 News headlines 

1 19:33 Parenthood 

I 20:00 ...Doc. - The Internet Cafe' 

I 2(h3Q JDrama — Big Sky 

i 21^0 Encounter 

• 22:00 News in English 

: 22^30 Drama - The Fix 

! 23:30 Comedy - Keeping Up 

Appearance 


FILM 


Dec. S 


-" n the 
-'- ;l p.m. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


23:59 £nd ofT.X. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:56 


06:18 

Sunrise )'Duha 

11:27 


14:13 

‘Asr 



1738 .._*Isha 


CHURCHES 

1 St Mary of Nazareth Church 
iSweffieh, Tel. 5920740 
! Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
j 4632785 

! SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
! Terra Sanaa Church Tel. 

| 4622366 

' .Anglican Church Tel. 
I 4624853/46248! I. 

{St. .4frem SjTian Orthodox 


Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56S8404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 58 1 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salk College TfeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
fieh Tel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 

Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

Tbe Baptist Church TeL 
462S052 

Tbe Armenian C^hol ic Church 

4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deport- 
ment of Meteorology 
Warm weather conditions will 
prevail during the day becoming 
relatively cool at night with clouds 
appearing at different altitudes 


and winds southwesterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, moderate to warm 
weather conditions will prevail, 
winds northerly moderate to 
active, and seas calm. 

Mut/NIax. temp. 


Amman. 

10/23 

14/28 

Deserts 

09/25 


Jordan Valley..... 16/29 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 2] .Aqaba 27 Humidity 
readings; Amman 37 per cent, 
Aqaba 33 percent 

Following are the 
expected today in 

areas: 

Ajloun 

temperatures 
the following 

10/19 

Jerash 

UmQays 

12/24 

12P3 


10/22 

Petra 

...» 12/22 

Dead Sea 

..16/29 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Wahab Awad 5346070 

Dr. KhalidAbdo 4657129 

Dr. Bassam Karadsbeh—4389200 
Dr. Khafid ilfaddi 5661 144 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

Al Sal am Pharmacy ..4636730 

Mayadah Pharmacy 3537004 

RoknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536(69 

IRBED: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amnefa.. (02 >250080 
Fou'ad Pharmacy ....(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Lsma'il Taliawi <09)903469 

Palestine Pharmacy.. ..{09 >983562 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .46371 1 1 

GvifD^cnrc Department 5661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence immediate Rescue 

.4630341 

Civil Defence Emcigency-.„.199 
Rescue Moe 1914621111.4637777 

Fue Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank... .4775121 

Highway Police 3343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security DcpL 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 3605800 

Price Complaints. 566 1 1 76 

Vvto&Sewera^Ccmpbris 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

— - .4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) ^-.121 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 
-.4623101 


Abdoli Tel. Repairs 5661101 

Jordan Televisi -4773111 

Radio Jordan .47741 1 1 

Water Authority 3680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority ..3S156I5 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Infonnarion....44-53200 
Queen Alia bid. Airport .-44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery — 3921199 

The Islamic, Abdii 3666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centro... ..3856856 

Luzmila .4630195 

Khalidi Maiemity...-...._4644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. ^...4636140 
Palestine, ShmeLsani >......3607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 3607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

AI-Muasher Hospital -3667227/9 

Af-Ahli. Abdali — 3664 1 64/8 

Italian. AkMuhajreen ..4777101/3 

AI-Bashir .4775111/26 

Army. Marka 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital., -5157100 

Amal Hospital — 3607 1 55 

Al Amal Cancer Centre ...3353000 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09iy83323 

Zaqa National Hospital ..(09(900560 


Ibn Sina Hospital 409)986731 

Al Hlkma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBED: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 402)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital 102)272275 
Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)7101372,(02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7 1 0283 J. <0217102011 

Speciality Hospilal ..(02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)20)41 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200-5. where it should 
always he verified, information on 
other fligltts can be supplied on 
phone 44 [52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be supplied 
on phone 4875201-5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:30 ...Sanaa (RJ) 

08:30 Damascus (R/) 


08:35 — Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 . — Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09 JO .New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 — ^.Beirut (RJ) 

16-JO .Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:35 .....Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 
20:30 ....Bangkok, Shariqah (RJ) 

00:15 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

03:00 ..Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

08:20 — Alexandria (BA) 

09-30 .Cairo (MS) 

10KK) Khartoum (SD) 

13:20 Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 Doha(QR) 

!5:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:25 Dubai Abu Dhabi (EK) 

17:50 — - -..Istanbul (SD) 

1W0 — Beirut (ME) 

19:15 Frankfim (LH) 

22**25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

- — Amsterdam IKL] 

Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

0930 ..Aqaba i arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

10:10 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airportj (RW) 

16:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

10:50 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


00:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA) j| 

“ I 

DEPARTURES £ 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights Q 

0630 Beirut (W)E 

1030 ... -Frankfurt. London 
11:00 Amsterdam, Chicago 

12:05 .Kuwait (Rft I 

1230 Cairo (RJ?| 

20:15 Bahrain, Doha (Rft i.^ 

21:15 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) ^ 

21 30 Damascus (RJ) £ 

22:00 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJJ j 4 

22 KW Tehran (RJ) = 

22:45 ; -Sanaa (RJ) 9- 

22:45 ...J 
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... Abu Dhabi (RJ);i 


Other Flights 

06:00 

07:25 

09:05 

1030 

11:05 
14:10 
1530 
1535 
1630 


.Jstanbul (TK)U 
__Jaris(AF)^ 

. Jjondon (BA) fe . 


..Cairo (MS)p 

........Istanbul (SD) ►- 

Bahrain (GPL 

.. Vienna (OS),, 

DohalQRi: 1 

„Dubai (EK) 


Zoning cer] 

f S J^. 

[ ‘ •Ul f\-l || . _ J •- 

UCT1 - R 

x, k fXHI8,Ti< 

S'f UuTti " E 




1830 Khartoum (SD)^ 

20.-00 Beirut (M0; 

23:10 Tel Aviv (L-Y) - 

02-35 Amsterdam (KL) ; 

02^15 Athens lOA)j 

Royal Wings (RW) 7 

07.-00 Aqaba (from Marta Airport) ‘ 
OW) - , 

0830 Aqaba (fiwn Marita Anpwi; 
(RW) 

2030 ~Aq aba (fiwn QAiA) (RWl 
21-00 „Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (R> v 1 


1“ u 

.. i 

1 r J,u . 1 ■■ 

^inn, l 


■Jsi, ; « p ara : 

i'h u niij V. 

W J ^p h v , __' ,Ul! ' 

' ^‘chi a; 



Home News 



Jordan Times, Monday, December 7, 1998 


k 

i, 

W AISHA ATTENDS CEREMONY: HRH Princess Aisha on Sunday presents an award to a graduate 

iy! I of a People s Army course at a ceremony marking His Majesty King Hussein's 63rd birthday (Petra photo) 
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‘World Bank may guarantee $730 
million in loans for water project’ 


tty Ahma ri Khatib 


AMMAN — The government 
Sunday said the World Bank 
mg to guarantee 
in loans to be 
oixdned from commercial 
tanks Eo help finance the Disi- 
Amtnan water project. 

Moister of Water and Ener- 
k Hard -MuUd said a recent 
Sforid Bank report on the Mid- 
J- id MfeEast and North Africa indi- 
in aaiaied that the international 
mar ndy might help guarantee the 
wd?’ indt " 

km Mulki gave no farther details 
is«i± jitte recipients of the loans, 
\cim ©aheroffirials said the gov- 
tibne mHKnt had not yet received 
ntoifi ay-formal notification from 
IrWidd Bank on the gesture, 
uhtap The WB, in its recent 
■penai qxsv acknowledged the Disi 
,a v \ reject and said it is willing to 

■w£ ?™nKe_ the . funds, this. 

mito aons bat the plan has been 
5 ttJ»£ fifed from being on paper to 
, anernc ic [implementation stage]," 
and ih MB said yesterday at the 
sear h peaing of a oae-day seminar 
gp waEr issues held with the 
of a 14-member 
delegation. Alan 
, v mk, pariiameraary under- 

^ may of state at the Depart - 

rat of Environment, Trans- 
at and the Regions, headed 
c (Wegaion, which repre- 
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sents nine top British water 
companies. 

Last October, the govern- 
ment solicited around 51 local, 
Arab and foreign firms to pre- 
qtialify for the project on a 
build, operate and transfer 
basis to draw water to Amman 
from the 30,000-year-old Disi 
aquifer in the south of the 
country. It said it was seeking 
to appoint a consortium to 
finance, construct and manage 
the project in a joint venture 
arrangement with a Jordanian 
public shareholding company. 

The Disi-Amman con- 
veyance system will be trans- 
ferred to the government after 
20 years. It will entail drilling 
wells, building a pumping sta- 
tion and a 325-kflonietre water 
pipeline from the Disi aquifer 
that will deliver 100 million 
cubic metres (raera> a year to 
the. capital by 2005. 

Amman, home to almost 
half of the Kingdom’s 4.5 mil- 
lion population, has had to 
bear a water rationing pro- 
gramme almost every summer 
for the last 10 years. 

During the seminar, which 
aimed at activating the private 
sector's role in the water sector. 
MuDti noted that the country's 
population, increasing by 3.5 
per cent annually, will need 1.2 
billion cubic metres of water 


per year between 1998 and 
2000. The Kingdom’s current 
water resources only amount 
to 960 miVion cubic metres a 
yean 

He told the workshop, which 
reviewed the British experi- 
ence in privatising the water 
and wastewater treatment sec- 
tors and highlighted invest- 
ment opportunities, that the 
water deficit, projected to grow 
to 25Qmcm by 2010 from 
220racm in 1995. is being cov- 
ered through be use of 
groundwater resources, some 
non-renewable, at over 200 per 
cent of their safe yields. 

.Around 50mcm from the 
Disi aquifer is being used for 
agriculture by four privately- 
owned farms free of charge 
under a 25-year concession 
agreement granted by the gov- 
ernment in 1985. Another 
14mcm is extracted from the 
aquifer, which is also used by 
Saudi Arabia and Israel for 
domestic purposes in Aqaba. 
Water experts say be aquifer is 
already over-exploited, wib an 
annual drop of 80-85 centime- 
tres In its level. They are also 
worried about pollution of the 
non -renewable aquifer and 
stress bat agricultural use in 
the area must stop. 

At the beginning of be dis- 
cussions, which were followed 


by a series of meetings on part- 
nership between the public and 
private sectors, wastewater 
recycling and treatment, and 
operations and management. 
Mulki said be ministry adopt- 
ed a wafer strategy, a water 
utilisation policy and an invest- 
ment programme for 1997- 
2011 in which it identified 61 
projects at a total cost of near- 
ly $5 billion. 

The schemes’ objectives 
include ma nagin g and treating 
wastewater for reuse, expand- 
ing wastewater services to 
cover 60 per cent of the popu- 
lation, involving the private 
sector in management, and 
replacing worn-out water net- 
works to help reduce water 
losses. 

Two months ago, the min- 
istry announced bat a four- 
year contract would be given 
to a private operator that will 
be responsible for distribution, 
maintenance, metre-reading, 
billing and collection services 
in Amman. 

Mulki said that in order to 
meet upcoming challenges 
posed by the Middle East’s 
water situation in the fields of 
politics, economy and environ- 
ment. regional cooperation and 
establishing a balance between 
supply and demand are a must 


what’s going on 


FILM 


“Devil’s Advocate" at Books® Cafti, JabaJ 
s< Amman on Tuesday Dec. 8 at 8:30 -p.m. (Tel. 

1 1650457) 

a* 1 

* * to Le femme infidfele" at the French Cultural Cen 
to at 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

ANNUAL CHOIR 

I * Annual Young Women’s Christian Association 
IfrWCA) choir at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 
"p.m. (daily until Dec. 10). 

SIGNING CEREMONY 

* Signing ceremony of the book “The Horizon of 
^ges in Arabic Novels" issued by Darat A1 
tann, at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh on Tues 
7 Dec. 8 at 6:00 p.m. 

1 LECTURE 

^ “The .Contemporary Problems of International 
*6e Arbitration’’ (in Arabic) by Dr. Omaya Olwan 
ihe Applied Science University (Time of lecture 
to checked at the university). 

EXHIBITIONS 

'holography exhibition "Empreintes (a P^ ol °8" 
P?y trip- from Morocco to Turkey) at the French 
■total Centre, Jabal Amman, until Dec. 17. 

■iWorks of 17 British artists and painters ff°® 
aweenth Century at the British Council, Jabal 
until Dec. 10. 

1 paintings by Ali Najjar at Instiruto Cervantes, 
until Dec. 14. 


to Tenth Anniversary Exhibition of Comerap© 
Arab Artists at Darat Al Funun. Jabal 
‘4643251/2, until Jan. 28. 

tomography exhibition entitled 
* by. Hani Hourani at Baladna Art Gallery. 

ens Street (Tel. 553759S) 1 u£^P^^^^^ 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘No plans to lease satellite station 9 

AMMAN (J.T) — Infonnation Minister Nasser Judeh on Sun- 
day dismissed speculation that the government was planning to 
lease Jordan's only national satellite station. During yesterday's 
Parliament session, Judeh, in reply to a question from (Deputy 
Ahmad Abbadi, said the Jordanian Arab Satellites Station “will 
not be rented out because it is a stale-owned centre.’’ Commenc- 
ing on a recent agreement signed by the government and the 
Arab Media Investment Company, which publishes Al Aswaq 
newspaper, to operate the station, Judeh said a memorandum of 
Lirxferstanding was signed with the firm to operate and manage 
the station in accordance with JTV’s internal regulations. "The 
preliminary memo is not binding. It is considered a first step 
cowards involving the private sector in the media,” the minister 
stressed Local newspapers repeated that the JD5 million com- 
pany recently started to increase its capital and restructure in 
order to operate the station. 

1999 Jordan Diary available 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The International Press Office of the Royal 
Court has launched the 1999 Jordan Diary, a desktop agenda 
with updated information on the country’s history, culture, econ- 
omy, and touristic sites. Part I of die Diary, including a chapter cm 
Jordan’s geography and the environment, also features informa- 
tion on foeHasbemiles, the Islamic faith, aod ethnic and religious 
grm rps f ormin g Jordan's diverse population. Over 20 colour pbo- 
tograpbs featuring the natural touristic, archaeological and 
human richness of the country conclude the first parr of the 1999 
Diary, the third annual edition. In addition to maps of the world 
and the most important capitals, and detailed maps of the King- 
dom, the 1999 Jordan Diaiy also features a comprehensive ref- 
erence directory of useful contact names and numbers, from 
political parties to museums and art galleries, from NGQs to 
commercial banks, and many others. 

NHF receives $40J)00 grant 

AMMAN (3.T.) — The Noor Al Hussein Foundation (NHF) 
yesterday received a $40,000 giant from Citibank. Jordan to help 
support its micro-finance programme for women, an NHF state- 
tnent said CmTiank Jordan General Manage Suhair Ali present- 
ed NHF Executive Director Sima Bahous with a check for the 
amount. The Gtibank gram is in line with the strategy of the 
NHF and Gtibank to fasge strong cooperation between the pri- 
vmc sector and NGQs in support of national devdopmeni efforts, 
partiailariy those geared to tjpgrade tite quality of Itfe under- 
privikged Jordanians. For over a decade, the NHF has been a 
provider of credit to local communities through revolving credit 
funds to help creme job opportunities, improve income and 
enhance community setf-reliance. 


Amnesty representative meets 
with relatives of prisoners in Syria 

Al on fact-finding mission to determine 
number, status of Jordanians imprisoned 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — A representa- 
tive of Amnesty 
International on Sunday met 
with relatives of some Jor- 
danian detainees in Syria as 
part of a fact-finding mis- 
sion launched by the organi- 
sation to determine the sta- 
tus of these prisoners. 

Abdul Salam Ahmad, who 
arrived here on Thursday, 
said he also met with gov- 
ernment officials, including 
Foreign Ministry Secretary 
General Nabil Shoqoum. to 
obtain information about 
these detainees. 

Ahmad told the Jordan 
Times that the London- 
based watchdog organisa- 
tion did not have enough 
information about the num- 
ber of Jordanians held in 
Syria. Government officials 
have put the number as 
exceeding 300 detainees. 

"We raised this issue with 


the Syrian government dur- 
ing previous visits to Dam- 
ascus," Ahmad said. “In 
some cases, we managed to 
get some answers about our 
queries." 

“Our main concern 
includes not only Jordanian 
detainees in Syria, but also 
Palestinian and Lebanese 
prisoners, for whom we 
work hard to ensure that 
they receive a fair trial." 
Ahmad said. 

"We do care that the civil 
and political rights of these 
people are not abused." he 
added. Ahmad declined to 
give further details. 

He pointed out that 
although Amnesty was not 
able to visit Syrian jails in 
the past, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
was allowed to conduct such 
visits. 

Ahmad said he will submit 
a report to his organisation, 
based on the testimonies of 


relatives of detainees. 

The issue of Jordanian 
detainees in Syrian jails has 
led to a worsening of rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries, which cooled follow- 
ing Syria's repeated criti- 
cism of Jordan's peace 
treaty with Israel 

The Kingdom has said 
many Jordanians went 
"missing” in Syria for 
unspecified reasons and 
urged Damascus to release 
them and ensure fair trial for 
those charged by Syrian 
security agencies. 

Imad Sharqawj, bead of a 
Jordanian committee that is 
spearheading the campaign 
to release the prisoners, said 
his group has started an 
"international" campaign to 
ensure the release of all 
those held in Syria. 

Sharqawj said other for- 
eign groups will visit the 
Kingdom in the coming few 
weeks as part of this cam- 


paign. 

He added that information 
available to his group indi- 
cates thai at least 420 Jorda- 
nians are being held in Syria 
or are missing there. 

Sharqawi, a lawyer, said 
delegations representing rel- 
atives of these prisoners will 
tour some European coun- 
tries to lobby for their 
release. 

He added that families of 
these prisoners possess 
enough evidence that their 
kin are being held in Syrian 
jails. 

On October, families and 
relatives of the detainees 
staged a sit-in near the Par- 
liament building to press for 
the release of their kin. 

Last month, the Syrian 
government released Musa 
Rarasneh. a Jordanian citi- 
zen working with the Cities 
and Villages Development 
Bank, following five months 
in detention. 



PRINCESS SUMAYA OPENS EXPO: Deputising for Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath. HRH Princess Sumaya on Sunday inaugurates a Young Muslim 
Women's Association exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. HRH Prince Ra’d 
Ben Zeid also attended the opening ceremony. The exhibition was organised on the 
occasion of His Majesty King Hussein's 63rd birthday. On display are embroi- 
deries and wooden handicrafts (Petra photo) 


Government approves amendments to 
controversial audio/visual regulations 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The government 
has approved several amend- 
ments to audiovisual regula- 
tions introduced in June that 
many producers and artists had 
said wxxild force them do close 
down their businesses. 

lyad Qattan, director of the 
Press and Publications Depart- 
ment, yesterday said the 
amendments will remove the 
“double censorship" applied to 
dubbed series and documen- 
taries as well as educational 
and training programmes for 
computer and investment 
companies. They will also 
reduce the fee for importing 
laser discs from JD25 per unit 
to JD3, he said. 

‘The lees imposed on cine- 
ma tapes will remain the same, 
JD50. for commercial rea- 
sons,” Qattan added 
The June regulations 
required companies to have 
products censored twice: first 
when they enter the country 
and again before being export- 


ed to other markets. 

Producers and artists argued 
that the regulations would 
make them lose more than 
they stood to gain from work- 
ing in Jordan. They also said 
most of foe dubbing done in 
Jordan was intended for airing 
outside foe country, resulting 
in Jordan's censorship laws 
being forced on foreign par- 
ties. 

The Cabinet decision 
approved recommendations 
submitted by foe PPD in Octo- 
ber. They are expected to be 
endorsed by a Royal Decree 
and become effective within 
10 days, Qattan said. 

Television producers reacted 
cautiously to the amendments, 
saying that it was premature to 
decide whether foe new regu- 
lations met their expectations 
or not. 

“When we read the amend- 
ments, we will decide on 
which side of foe river we 
stand,'’ Bassam Hijjawi, a tele- 
vision producer, said. But he 
added that “we welcome any 


amendments to foe old regula- 
tions because any change is 
better than nothing.” 

Many in the industry said foe 
six-month-old regulations, 
which required producers to 
pay fees ranging from JD1 to 
JD100 for the PPD to censor 
and license audiovisual prod- 
ucts, dealt a heavy blow to pro- 
duction houses working on 
dubbing TV series into Arabic. 

Qattan said he also consid- 
ered foe June regulations as a 
setback for the TV industry. 

“The previous regulations 
required too many fees for 
Television production and did 
not correspond to foe size of 
the market and its demands,” 
■mid Qattan. 

Qattan told the Jordan Times 
that foe regulations drove away 
many local and Arab investors 
who wanted to invest in the 
industry. 

According to one producer, 
foe dubbing industry employs 
around 15,000 Jordanians, 
including actors and techni- 
cians. 


Jordanian-Egyptian committee 
meeting opens Thursday 


AMMAN (Petra t — The Jor- 
daman-Egyptian Higher Joint 
Committee is expected to sign 
18 agreements, including one on 
foe establishment of a joint trade 
and industrial council during its 
two-day meeting in Amman, 
which begins on Thursday. 

A statement from the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade on Sun- 
day said foe two sides will con- 
clude accords on cooperation in 
foe fields of oil and energy, fish- 
eries, technology and science, 
and administrative develop- 
ment, in addition to agreements 
on investment in health as well 
as tourism and cultural coopera- 
tion covering the years 1999- 
2001. 


The higher committee meet- 
ing, which will be co-chaired by 
the Jordanian and Egyptian 
prime ministers, Fayez 
Tarawneh and Kama! Janzouri. 
will be preceded by a ministeri- 
al and technical committee 
meeting on Wednesday to pre- 
pare for the Dec. 15 meeting 
According to foe statement, the 
preparatesy committee will be 
co-chaired by Minister of Indus- 
try and Trade Mohammad 
Saleh Hourani and Egyptian 
Minister of Planning and 
International Cooperation Zafer 
Bushra. 

Jordanian Ambassador to 
Egypt Trad Fayez said the wo 
prime ministers are also sched- 


uled to discuss the Middle East 
peace process, particularly the 
Palestinian- Israeli track, and foe 
implementation of foe Wye 
River accord 

Fayez said foe two sides will 
discuss arrangements to mark 
foe linkage of the Jordanian and 
Egyptian national power grids. 
He said foe inauguration of foe 
linkage, which was due to be 
held during foe higher commit- 
tee meeting in Amman, has 
been delayed. 

The project will be inaugurat- 
ed at a ceremony to be attended 
by His Majesty King Hussein 
and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak at a later date, he 
added 


New House 

speaker 

requests 

responses 

to deputies’ 

queries 

By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Reasserting foe 
Lower House of Parliament's 
authority and its role as a 
‘Vvatchdog’’ over foe govern- 
ment, new House Speaker 
Abdul Hadi Majali yesterday 
asked the Cabinet to send 
replies to deputies’ queries 
within eight days as stiprlated 
by foe House's internal regu- 
lations. 

Most present and past min- 
isters, however, have occa- 
sionally overlooked the item 
and have placed such ques- 
tions on the backburnet Some 
of these questions are highly 
sensitive, while others of a Jess 
urgent nature tackling day-to- 
day issues and concerns of 
lawmaker' constituencies. 

During yesterday’s session. 
Deputy Hashean Waked asked 
Health Minister Nad Ajlouci 
about foe results of laboratory 
tests on D&T vaccines given 
to more than 25,000 students 
in September. 

The national vaccination 

campaign was interrupted 
after over six hundred students 
complained of high fever, 
headache, dizziness and nau- 
sea. 

‘The Health Ministry 
stressed that test results were 
satisfactory," the Balqa deputy 
said. “So then why were there 
so many cases that were sent 
to hospitals?' 

‘How can foe ministry risk 
thousands of lives?' he asked. 

Ajlouni reiterated that foe 
results of the tests conducted 
on samples of the vaccines by 
the World Health Organisa- 
tion showed that there was 
‘“nothing wrong with the vac- 
cines." 

He said test results proved 
that the vaccines were fit for 
use and concluded that the 
inoculation, storage, refrigera- 
tion and conservation proce- 
dures were ali adequate. 

The minister added that a 
special committee of experts 
from foe Health Ministry, the 
Royal Medical Services, uni- 
versity hospitals, the private 
sector arid foe WHO 
“reviewed all paediatric 
reports on the cases of the stu- 
dents who complained of 
symptoms and concluded that 
not one single case required 
hospitalisation.” 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment on Sunday finalised a 
reply to the Speech from the 
Throne, delivered by HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, at foe opening session 
of Parliament last week. The 
Lower House will present foe 
reply to foe Crown Prince on 
Wednesday. 
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Opposition flays 
Pakistan leader’s 
U.S. visit 


ISLAMABAD (R) — 

Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif was under attack 
from the opposition and a 
critical media Sunday tor 
talks with President Bill 
Clinton that failed to make 
a breakthrough on key dis- 
putes and a sharpening eco- 
nomic crisis. 

While Sharif stayed in 
America and was said to be 
planning trips to Disney 
World and Niagara Falls, 
opposition leader Benazir 
Bhutto termed his Whire 
House talks “a mere photo 
opportunity." 

“It seems that Nero is fid- 
dling while Pakistan is 
burning," Bhutto said in a 
statement, three days after 
the IMF postponed for one 
month talks on a rescue 
package and a key ratings 
agency downgraded 

Pakistan's debt to a record 
low. 

“Sharif's insensitivity to 
economic realities is evi- 
dent from the sheer waste of 
taxpayer's money incurred 
in taking a huge delegation 
of 130 people, food costs, 
hotel costs. travel 
allowances. daily 

allowances, etc. for a jaunt 
to Niagara Falls and Walt 
Disney. This is shocking 
behaviour," Bhutto said. 

The English-language 
media pored in vain over a 
joint U.S.-Pakistan state- 
ment for signs that a crisis 
that started in May when 
Pakistan matched arch-foe 
India's nuclear tests might 
be easing, as the govern- 
ment had promised. 

“So far the government's 
claim that the talks have 
been successful is not 
backed by any concrete evi- 
dence." the News said in 
an editorial. "The joint dec- 
laration fails to offer any 
hope to Pakistan, which 
expected more substantive 
results." 

"A sombre joint statement 
on a sterile summit," was 
the headline over a com- 
mentary in the Frontier 
Post, “the joint statement., 
makes for sombre, if not 
outright gloomy reading." 


Clinton waived many of 
the sanctions Washington 
clamped on Pakistan's 
indebted economy before 
talks with Sharif but made 
clear that the lifting of all 
such punitive measures was 
dependent on Pakistan rein- 
ing in its nuclear pro- 
gramme. 

Sharif repeated in a series 
of U.S. interviews that 
Islamabad warned the sanc- 
tions lifted before it would 
sign the Compre hens ive 
Test Ben Treaty iCTBT). 
while Washington stuck to 
its position that Pakistan's 
signature would have to 
come first. 

The Pakistani leader also 
failed to persuade Clinton 
to take a high-profile role in 
so- far fruitless talks with 
India on their 50-year-old 
dispute over Kashmir, the 
cause of two of the rivals' 
three wars since indepen- 
dence from Britain in 1947. 

Sharif said Kashmir was a 
"nuclear flashpoint" in a 
region where one fifth of 
the world lives, but Clinton 
said he would only mediate 
if India agreed — and New 
Delhi says the conflict is a 
purely bilateral matter that 
warrants no outside inter- 
vention. 

The harshest criticism 
was reserved for conflicting 
reports on what, if any- 
thing, Pakistan has agreed 
with the International 
Monetary Fund to shore up 
an economy teetering on 
the edge of default on $32 
billion debt with only $480 
million in reserves. 

Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar, one of several key 
ministers in Washington, 
said last month Pakistan 
had agreed on a $5.6-billion 
loan that was frozen by 
sanctions. Talks on resched- 
uling up to $3.3 in debt are 
also unlikely until January. 

“With Pakistan's reserves 
already hovering around a 
record low of $480 million, 
the IMF's decision puts a 
big question mark on the 
country’s ability to meet its 
repayment commitments." 
The News said. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Joyous Taipei residents mob their new mayor-elect, Ma Ying-jeou, who claimed the Taiwan capital back for therul- 
ing Nationalist Party in Saturday’s elections. Ma soundly defeated Democratic Progressive Part y in cumbent Chen 
Shui-Bian with a cam pai gn portraying hims elf as a 'new Taiwanese’ who could bury lingering rifts between local 
Taiwanese and the Nationalists “mainlanders’ who flooded Taiwan after losing the Chinese mainland to the 
Communists in 1949. Ma, 49, won strong support across ethnic lines despite his mainland roots (Reuters photo) 

Taiwan city votes against 
idea of China rule 


TAIPEI (R) — As voters 
islandwide elected a new 
parliament, residents of a 
southern city strongly 
rejected the view that 
Taiwan some day must be 
brought under China's rule. 

"Of the 124.776 voters 
who went to vote. 96.923 
people, or 77.88, per cent 

X sed having Taiwan 
by the People’s 
Republic of China." a 
spokeswoman of the Tainan 
city government's referen- 
dum promotion committee 
said by telephone Sunday. 

Only 26.82 per cent of 
Tainan's 490,999 eligible 
voters participated in the 
referendum, she added. 


The referendum was held 
alongside elections for a 
parliament and the mayors 
of Taipei and southern 
Kaohsiung city and was 
seen as illegal by the 
Central Election 

Commission, which 

refused to accept the out- 
come. 

Commission officials said 
Taiwan has no plebiscite 
law and the result of any 
referendum held by a local 
administrations is deemed 
unofficial. 

The referendum was 
sponsored by the Tainan 
City government headed by 
George Chang, a member 
of die independence-mind- 


ed Democratic Progressive 
Party and former chairman 
of the World United 
Formosans for 

Independence, a group that 
advocated a formal split 
between Taiwan and main- 
land China. 

Chang, who won the 
Tainan mayoral post in 
1997. had once been want- 
ed by authorities For 
allegedly masterminding a 
1976 parcel bomb attack 
that crippled then Taiwan 
governor Shieh Tung-min, 
a member of the ruling 
Nationalist Party. 

The spokeswoman said 
the referendum had been 
approved by the Tainan city 


council and the result could 
be a reference for the cen- 
tral government to devise 
future mainland policy. 

Taiwan and China split at 
the end of a civil war in 
1949 when the Nationalist 
Republic of China govern- 
ment fled to the island. 
Beijing regards Taiwan as a 
renegade province subject 
to eventual reunion with the 
mainland, by force if neces- 
sary. 

The Nationalists espouse 
eventual reunion with 
China, but not until Beijing 
ends the Community 
Party’s monopoly on power 
and embraces multiparty 
democracy. 



‘Khmer surrender may 
help Cambodia’s standing’ 


Western Europe’s 114th Ariane rocket equipped with two liquid strap-on boosters 
blasts off from the European Space Agency space centre. Ariane successfully put 
into orbit a Mexican SATMEX-5 telecommunications satellite 19 minutes after 
launch (Reuters photo) 


PHNOM PENH (R) — A 
mass defection by the last 
Khmer Rouge fighters 
may help trouble-plagued 
Cambodia retake its place 
on the international stage, 
analysts said Sunday. 

The formation of a new 
coalition government last 
week has cleared the way 
for Cambodia to reoccupy 
its U.N. seat. Momentum 
is also building for 
Cambodia's admission to 
the Association of South 
East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) at a group sum- 
mit in Hanoi later this 
month. 

But diplomats sounded a 
note of caution. 

“The Khmer Rouge 
defections will be seen as a 
positive development in 
terms of removing 
Cambodia from the cate- 
gory of problem state, but 

m not sure how much of 
a dominant factor it will 
be." said a Western diplo- 
mat. 

And a diplomat from an 
ASEAN country warned 
that Cambodia's admission 
was not yet guaranteed. 

“Things are brightening 
up for sure, but it could be 
very difficult to find a con- 
sensus. and if so, the mat- 
ter will be deferred," the 
diplomat said. “Unless 

there's a consensus, there's 
no go.” 

Cambodia’s U.N. seat 
was left vacant last year 
after the bloody collapse 
of a coalition between then 
co-prime ministers. Hun 
Sen and Prince and Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh. 
Cambodia’s admission to 
ASEAN, originally due to 
take place last year, was 
also deferred indefinitely. 

But the surrender of a 
group of key Khmer 


Rouge lieutenants Friday 
has effectively ended their 
war and brought the coun- 
try unity not seen in 
decades. 

It is likely to strengthen 
the hand of those arguing 
for Cambodia's rapid 
admission to ASEAN. Last 
month Hun Sen, whose 
party narrowly won a July 
election, was able to agree 
a new coalition with 
Ranariddh's party, ending 
the 17-month political cri- 
sis. 

Formal endorsement of a 
decision allowing 

Cambodia to reoccupy its 
U.N. seat is due in New 
York Monday. 

ASEAN said a new gov- 
ernment must be in place 
before Cambodia could 
join. Cambodia says it has 
now fulfilled the require- 
ment and should be 
allowed in. 

“We have formed a gov- 
ernment reflecting the will 
of the people. We feel we 
have fulfilled our obliga- 
tions, there are no more 
obstacles," said foreign 
ministry spokesman Hor 
Sothun. 

For the Cambodian gov- 
ernment ASEAN mem- 
bership would not bring 
immediate financial 
rewards but it would con- 
fer much-sought interna- 
tional legitimacy. 

But some in ASEAN 
aigue that the new govern- 
ment should be given time 
to prove its stability and 
finalise institutional 
reform, including forma- 
don of a senate, as agreed 
in the coalition pact 

“The real concern is 
polirical stability, a gov- 
ernment doesn't necessari- 
ly mean stability,” said 
another diplomat from the 


region. “Certain countries 
prefer to wait and see. 
They say there's no need 
to rush.” 

There is also some lin- 
gering resentment over 
Hun Sen's blunt rejection 
of ASEAN efforts to 
resolve the political crisis 
in the wake of his coup last 
year. Hun Sen snubbed ini- 
tial mediation efforts by a 
team of three ASEAN for- 
eign ministers and blasted 
what he said was interfer- 
ence in Cambodia’s inter- 
nal affairs. 

Hor Sothun said lessons 
had been learnt. 

“When you drive a car 
you have to look forward. 
If you look back all the 
time you’ll crash,” the for- 
eign ministry spokesman 
said. “We've learnt the 
lessons of the past.” 

Vietnam, Malaysia. Laos 
and Myanmar are pushing 
for Cambodia's admission 
while the Philippines, 
Thailand and Indonesia 
have sounded notes of cau- 
tion. Singapore and 
Brunei, which make up the 
last of the ASEAN nine, 
are said to be in the mid- 
dle. 

■ “ASEAN would rather 
not this be an issue. We 
should not deflect the main 
purpose of the summit 
which is to show the world 
we are determined to forge 
ahead and solve economic 
problems,” said one of the 
ASEAN diplomats. 

“We just want to make 
sure everything goes 
smoothly, and some 
specifics, like the Senate, 
are in place, A little pres- 
sure might get them to get 
it together,” he said. ‘If we 
could wait six months or 
so it would probably be 
better for Cambodia.” 


French protection troops^P 
arrive Macedonia 

BELGRADE (DPA) — A contingent 0 f French 
NATO soldiers Sunday arrived in Macedonia from 
where they will be ready to protect -international 
observers in the neighbour southern Serbian 
province of Kosovo. The group of 40 soldiers is. tfie 
first batch of what will be a French contingent ^ 
700 troops for the protection force, die Beta -news 
agency said. The North Atlantic Council issued the 
orders for the protection mission last Friday. More 
the 1,500 soldiers from France. Britain, Germany 
Holland and Italy will be joining the ' force S 
Macedonia by the end of the week. The force will - 
be responsible for protecting some 2,000 observers 
from Organisation for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. The OSCE observers are monitoring the 
ceasefire in Kosovo as well as the withdrawal of 
Yugoslav security forces and the return of refugees. 
Yugoslavia is opposed to the stationing iof NATO 
protection troops in the neighbouring country and 
has issued a protest to the Macedonian government. 

12,000 displaced as troops renew 
offensive in Sri Lanka 

COLOMBO (DPA) — More than 12,000 civilians 
fled homes in northern Sri Lanka after troops cap- 
tured the area of Oddusudan in a fresh offensive 
against Tamils rebels, civilian sources said Sunday, 
fhe sources said many of those on the run were 
refugees who had been resettled in the area after 
being displaced during previous military open*.' 
tions. A military spokesman. Major LNJc. Dewage, 
confirmed that troops were fanning out around 
Oddusudan, but said rebels of the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam were using mortars against them: 
The offensive was launched Wednesday after am* 
vious military push to recapture a strategic fand- 
rout to the northern part of the peninsula was aban- 
doned. The government has imposed strict censor-, 
ship on news related to the offensive. A government' 
spokesman admitted that civilians were being dis- 
placed. but said he had no official figures. The 
rebels have been fighting for 15 years for an inde- 
pendent homeland for minority Tamils in the north 
and east of Sri Lanka. About 55,000 people have 
been killed in the struggle. 

19 injured as Philippine Airlines 
jet hits turbulence 

MANILA (DPA) — Nineteen passengers on a 
Philippine Airlines (PAL) flight from Singapore to 
Manila were injured when the aircraft ran into sever 
air turbulence, reports said Sunday. Flight PR 504 
was cruising at 37,000 feet when it encountered 
heavy turbulence, causing the Airbus 330-300# 
drop 1. 000 feet in a matter of seconds. The plane 
landed safely at Manila’s international airport two 
hours later, the report said. PAL officials said most 
of the 28 3 passengers had unbuckled their seatbefi^ 
when the incident occurred. Those injured-werr 
thrown from their seats and pumped their heads on 
the aircraft’s ^cejli ng . One .passenger,:, Jgse Paij$tO| 
Gonzales, 32, suffered a broken neck and. was? 
admitted to hospital. The others were allowed home 
after treatment by a Manila airport physician. It was 
the first accident encountered by a PAL plane since 
the debt-laden flag carrier resumed international 
operations in October after its temporary closure 
Sept. 23. 

U.S. man convicted of infecting eon 
with AIDS 

CHICAGO (R) — A medical worker was found 
guilty late Saturday of injecting his 11 -month-old 
son with AIDS -tainted blood, the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch reported in its online edition. After delib- 
erating for about seven hours, a jury in Sl Charles,. 
Missouri, near St. Louis, convicted Brian Stewart, 
32, of first-degree assault and recommended he 
spend the rest of his life in prison, the newspaper 
said. It said sentencing was set for Jan. 8. Lawyers 
in the case could not be reached for comment 
Prosecutors alleged during the trial that Stewart 
injected the tainted blood into his son to kill him in 
February 1992 to avoid paying child support. The 
incident allegedly happened in a hospital room 
where the boy was being treated for asthma- The 
boy now 7, was diagnosed with AIDS four years 
later. His mother. Stewarts ex-girlfriend, said the 
boy required around-the-clock care with expensive 
drugs, had lost most of his hearing and been near 
death several times. 

Anti-shark surfboard launched 

SYDNEY (DPA) — An electronic shark repellent 
small enough to fit on a surfboard has been tested in 
Australia with promising results, news reports 
Sunday said. Inventor Naas Hartzenberg. who 
recently emigrated from South Africa, said the 
device sends out a signal that irritates a shark's sen- 
sitive snout. The shark experiences the signal inter- 
nally as a cramp-like discomfort, becomes irritated 
and turns away. Harzenberg told the Sydney's Sun- 
Herald newspaper. The device has worked with 
great white sharks in Australia and bronze whalers 
in South Africa as well as with grey reef sharks, and 
hammerheads. Australian shark expert Rodney F° x 
said further testing was needed but that he was 
impressed with the results of the initial trials. 

Earthquake rocks eastern Indonesia 

JAKARTA (DPA) — An earthquake rocked the 
eastern Indonesian island Sunday, but there were no 
immediate reports of casualties or structural dam- 
age. The quake, measuring 5.5 on the Richter scale, 
jolted north Sulawesi and north Mauku provinces at 
8.47 a.m. (90047 GMT), said an official at Jakarta’s 
meteorological and geophysics office. The temblor 
caused panic among residents an Manado, the cap* 
ital of north Sulawesi, Jakarta's evening Suara 
Pembaruan daily reported. The epicentre was in 
Maluku Sea. about 125 km southeast of Manado. » 
occurred some 100 km beneath the sea bed, the 
official said. An earthquake of 6.5 on the Richter 
soale jolted Mangole and nearby islands on Nov. 
-9. killing at least 50 people, injured scores. of oth- 
ers and destroyed or damaging more than 800 fious* 
es. ■ 
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Chinese police 
release seven 
dissidents 


BELTING (DPA) — 
Chinese police have 
released seven dissidents 
they bad arrested over the 
pastes hours but the fate of 
civil rights campaigner Liu 
Shizun was still unclear, the 
Information Centre for 
Democracy and Human 
Rights said in Hong Kong 
Sunday. 

Liu was arrested in 
Dalian. Liaoning province, 
tut, it was not known 
Sunday whether he was still 
being held, would face 
charges or would be 
released, the Information 
Centre said. 

Two of the freed dissi- 
dents, Wang Zechen and 
Wang Wsnjiang, who were 
arrested . at Anshan in 
Liaoning province, were 
released Saturday, the 
iirfonnation Centre said. 

The two activists had 
been trying to set up a meer- 
mg in Liaoning for mem- 
bers’ of a banned opposition 
party. They were also the 
initiators of a protest letter 
from 191 dissidents calling 
fortheimmediate release of 
the. leading dissidents Xu 
Wenii, Qin Yongmin and 
Wang Youcai. 

As prospective leaders of 
the banned party Xu, Qin 
and Wang have been 
charged with endangering 
state security and attempt- 
ing to overthrow the gov- 
ernment. 

frank Lu Siqing of the 
Information Centre in Hong 
Kong said the position of 


the three dissidents was 
“very serious." Another 1 39 
dissidents living abroad 
have also called for their 
release in an open letter. 

Police carried out the 
arrests in six cities Friday 
and Saturday. Anion e those 
held was the dissident Ren 
Wanding who was ques- 
tioned for three hours in 
Beijing, the Information 
Centre reported. 

In Wuhan the dissidents 
Chen Zhonghe and Xiao 
Shichang were arrested for 
four hours. In Shandong 
province the 1989 student 
leader Wang Zhenyun 
received a police warning, 
as did Zhai Wei min. anoth- 
er pro-democracy student 
leader, in Henan province. 
Wang and Zhai fasted for 
24 hours in protest over 
their arrest. 

In Shanghai the trial of 
Lin Hai, a 30-year-old com- 
puter expert Lin Hai ended 
Friday after one day, the 
Information Centre report- 
ed. He is accused of passing 
on 30.000 Chinese e-mail 
addresses to a pro-democra- 
cy Internet magazine in the 
United States. 

No conviction was 
announced following the 
trial which was held behind 
closed doors on charges of 
"incitement to overthrow 
the Chinese government.” 

The Information Centre 
said Lin sent the addresses 
for purely commercial pur- 
poses and has denied hav- 
ing any political motives. 


Results trickle in 
from Nigerian 
focal elections 


NAIROBI (DPA) — The 
first results from 
t Nigeria’s local elections 
Jlrickled in Sunday, as 
officials with the elec- 
3 SOU ftorai commission pro- 
nounced ■ themselves 
pleased with the way the 
voting had gone 
Saturday. 

Vote counting began 
late Saturday, and news- 
papers Sunday reported 
that three out of the nine 
political parties contest- 
ing the polls looked 
strong: The Alliance for 
Democracy, the All 
Peoples Party and the 
Peoples Democratic 
Party. 

Results from roughly 
half- the polling stations 
were expected to be in 
ty late Sunday, with 
final results not expected 
until Monday at the ear- 
liest, officials said. 
Nigeria’s Independent 
National Electoral 
Commission said it was 
pleased that millions of 
v j*ters turned out for the 
election, which went rel- 
afively smoothly, despite 
a.delay in voting materi- 
reaching some 
, Puffing stations, 
k Only; two violent inci- 
®°ts were reported. Six 
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people were killed in 
clashes between rival 
parties in the Niger 
Delta, and in Ekiti State 
a drunk policeman shot 
dead a man and was then 
killed by a mob. 

Saturday’s local elec- 
tions were seen as a test 
run for democracy in 
Nigeria, Africa's most 
populous country which 
has been controlled for 
15 years by military 
strongmen. 

State elections are due 
to be held in January, 
with national legislative 
and presidential elec- 
tions slated for February. 

Nigeria’s president 
General Abduisalami 
Abubakar. is credited 
with starting the coun- 
try's return to democra- 
cy, and promises to hand 
over power to an elected 
civilian at the end of 
May. 

Abubakar took over as 
head of state after the 
death last June of 
General Sanni Abacha, 
widely regarded as a cor- 
rupt and hardline dicta- 
tor. 


A Russian cadet from the military Space Academy casts his ballot beneath a Russian 
flag in St Petersburg. Russia's second city voted Sunday for a new legislative assem- 
bly after a campaign marred by violence and corruption which was overshadowed by 
the murder of prominent democratic leader Galina Starovoitova (Reuters photo) 

Russia’s second city votes 


ST. PETERSBURG; Russia 
iR) — Russia’s second city 
voted Sunday for a new leg- 
islative assembly after a 
campaign marred by vio- 
lence and corruption and 
overshadowed by the mur- 
der of prominent democrat- 
ic leader Galina 
Starovoitova. 

About 5,000 police 
fanned out through St. 
Petersburg to maintain 
order as citizens went to 
vote in damp and overcast 
but relatively mild weather. 
Russian news agencies said. 
There were no immediate 
reports of incidents. 

A sleazy campaign has led 
this elegant 1 $th-ceniury 
city of islands and canals 
built on the orders of Peter 
the Great to be dubbed 
Russia's crime capital and 
compared with 1920s 
Chicago. 

City officials angrily deny 
the comparison. 

The Nov. 20 death of 
Starovoitova in a hail of 
automatic gunfire in the 
stairwell of her St. 
Petersburg apartment block 
has not been solved, but is 
linked by most commenta- 
tors with local politics 
rather than the broader 
Rusian political struggle in 
Moscow. 

Starovoitova. a deputy in 
Russia's national parlia- 
ment. was not herself run- 
ning in Sunday's poll but 


had helped choose a new 
group of candidates to chal- 
lenge established figures. 

Physical attacks on candi- 
dates and campaign work- 
ers. drive-by shootings, and 
widespread allegations of 
intimidation, vote-buying 
and other crooked practices 
marked the campaign. 

The city's electoral com- 
mission, in a siaiemeni 
Thursday, told voters to be 
“resolute and vigilant.” 

"Remember that the secret 
voting procedure does not 
allow’ anyone to check your 
choice," it said. 

Associates of 

Starovoitova have reported 
receiving anonymous phone 
calls threatening they would 
be "sent after” her. Some 
well-known candidates 

have mysteriously found 
opponents of the same name 
also standing in their elec- 
toral districts. 

Srarovoirova’s murder has 
drawn worldwide attention 
to the St. Petersburg elec- 
tions, which analysts por- 
tray as centring on the 
future of a new city charter 
expanding the powers of the 
assembly at the expense of 
Governor Vladimir 

Yakovlev. 

Key economic interests 
are also at stake in a city 
that continues to attract 
investment despite the eco- 
nomic crisis gripping 
Russia as a whole. 


Electoral officials quoted 
by the agencies said they 
expected a turnout of only 
about 35 per cent of the 
city's 3.7 million voters in 
the two-stage elections. 

Nearly 600 candidates are 
competing for the 50 seats 
in the assembly. A second- 
round run-off between the 
two top contenders will be 
held on December 20 in 
electoral districts where do 
candidate wins over 50 per 
cent of the vote in the first 
round. Officials said they 
expected this to be the case 
in most districts. 

Starovoi leva’s murder 
shocked Russia’s fractious 
democratic parties into 
jointly drawing up a list of 
candidates they said were 
free of criminal associa- 
tions. Bur. despiLe St. 
Petersburg's liberal, intel- 
lectual tradition, there has 
been little sign of genuine 
unity among the parties 
which espouse democratic 
ideals. 

"I’m a veteran of the 
blockade and in those days 
there was unity of the peo- 
ple and the authorities.” 
Ella, a 64-year-old pension- 
er. said in reference to the 
World War 11 German siege 
of what w'as then called 
Leningrad. 

“Now the personal ambi- 
tions of the politicians are 
crushing common sense," 
she said as she went to vote. 
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Albanian interior minister warns 
police would suppress new riots 


^ANA (DPA) — 
Albanian Public Affairs 
"Mster Petro Koci said 
tynday r .police have 


ta£en 


■measures to pre- 


ve0t ■armed unrest by 


supporters m 
Coining days. 

^ interview with 
^ independent daily 
yOU, - Koci said 
p ic e would put an end 
!?. any -effort, to violate 
2?$ oi attack state insti- 

“Ucbisj . 

-^opposition student 
and the main 
position Democratic 
have announced 
Ues and- processions 


next Tuesday, on the 8th 
anniversary of the stu- 
dents’ movement or 
1990 which led to the 
collapse of the commu- 
nist regime in Albania. 

Albanian officials have 
expressed concern that 
opposition leader Salt 
Berisha might use stu- 
dent protests to provoke 
new violence in Albania. 

“Berisba is trying to 
use the students for his 
own political aims, to 
trv to return to power, 
but he will not succeed 

in this,” Koci said. 

pro-Berisha student 
croups. who have 


caused chaos in some of 
the country’s universi- 
ties with day-long 
protests, have not been 
able to mobilise large 
numbers of students on 
their side. 

Student leaders told 
local newspapers 

Sunday that they would 
radicalise their protests 
next week by going on 
hunger strikes. 

Their main demands 
include improvement of 
living conditions in stu- 
dent campuses and the 
arrest of killers of oppo- 
sition politician Azera 
Hajdari, who was shot 


dead by unknown gun- 
men onSept. 14. 

“On Dec. 8 we shall 
again hold our usual 
procession in Tirana, 
after that day we shall 
speak differently t with 
the government)." one 
of their leaders said in a 
Sunday newspaper inter- 
view. 

Officials fear that the 
protests could degener- 
ate into armed attacks 
against state and public 
buildings as happened 
on September 14 when 
Berisha's armed sup- 
porters looted and set 
fire to many of public 


buildings in an attempt 
to force the government 
to resign. 

"There will never be a 
repetition of Sept. 14. 
Albanian police are pre- 
pared to avoid it, Koci 
said. 

The situation in 
Albania remains tense, 
largely due to the radical 
stands of the opposition 
Democratic Party which 
has boycotted all state 
institutions, including 
the parliament, and has 
demanded the formation 
of a technical govern- 
ment and early general 
elections. 


‘S. Korea’s defence 
minister must go’ 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korea’s opposition called 
for the resignation of the 
country’s defence minister 
Sunday after a series of 
military accidents includ- 
ing firings of a fully armed 
missile and flare bombs 
over civilian areas. 

In the latest mishap, a 
military exercise went 
awry at dawn Sunday 
when a shell from a flare 
bomb smashed through 
two walls of an elderly 
woman's house near where 
exploding missile frag- 
ments rained on civilians 

| two days ago, officials 
said. 

| The shell of the flare 
bomb, fired by South 
Korean marines, was pro- 
pelled farther than expect- 
ed and landed on the home 
in Kimpo. several kilome- 
tres west of Seoul, a navy 
official said. 

"Minister Cheon (Yong- 
Taek) must immediately 
resign. Or (President Kim 
Dae-Jungl must dismissed 


him.” the opposition 
Grand National Party said 
in a statement. 

"A government that does 
not fear the people is not 
the people’s government. 

“Minister Cheon is try- 
ing to hold on to his seal 
with just a word of apolo- 
gy... an act of utter arro- 
gance.” it said. 

The ministry apologised 
Saturday for the missile 
accident. 

The flare bomb shell 
penetrated two walls 
before lodging in the bath- 
room of the house, a navy 
official said. 

The 83-year-old owner 
was treated for shock at a 
nearby hospital, he said. 

Friday. South Korean 
forces accidentally 

launched an anti-aircraft 
missile which exploded in 
mid-air. injuring at least 
three civilians. 

Defence ministry olfi- 
cials said the missile was 
fired during an equipment- 
checking drill at an air 


force base in the western 
port city of Inchon, some 
40 kilometres from the 
border dividing the two 
Koreas. 

An automatic safety 
device caused the missile 
to self-destruct in mid-air 
three seconds after it was 
launched because a target 
was not assigned to it, offi- 
cials said. 

Later the same day as the 
missile misfired, heavy 
ammunition exploded at a 
military base in northeast- 
ern Kangwon province, 
killing three soldiers and 
injuring others. the 
defence ministry said. 

That explosion is also 
being investigated, min- 
istry' officials said. 

“We are deeply sorry for 
causing anxiety to the pub- 
lic." said a top aide to 
Defence Minister Cheon. 
declining to be identified. 

"We will do our best to 
minimise the conse- 
quences and rake steps for 
legal reparations.” he said. 


No violence, pleads 
Indonesian opposition 


JAKARTA (R) — One of 
Indonesia's most popular 
opposition leaders Sunday 
urged thousands of cheer- 
ing supporters to push for 
political reform peacefully. 

“We must continue our 
struggle without violence,” 
pleaded Megawati 

Sukarnoputri, leader of a 
breakaway faction of the 
Indonesian Democratic 
Party fPDI). 

Megawati, daughter of 
Indonesia's still popular 
founding president, 

Sukarno, is the latest politi- 
cal figure to appeal for an 
end to the violence that has 
rocked the world's fourth 
most populated nation for 
much of this year. 

President B. J. Habibie 
Saturday pleaded for an end 
to the bloodshed that has 
swept his troubled country. 

"AJI forms of threats, vio- 
lence, looting and cruelty 
are disgraceful acts. 
Religion teaches us to 
uphold peace.” he told a 
group of Muslim leaders. 

About 10.000 Megawati 
supporters, many wearing 
the party’s red blazers, 
packed a city centre basket- 
ball stadium and spilled 
into the carpark Sunday, in 
Jakarta’s largest political 
rally in weeks. 

Thousands waved flags 
and cheered as they listened 
to Megawati, a leading con- 
tender for next year’s presi- 


dential election. 

Some waved portraits of 
Megawati and Sukarno, 
who died in 1970. Others 
chanted “Hang Suharto!" 
referring to the disgraced 
former general forced to 
quit as president in May 
amid an economic melt- 
down and political turmoil. 

The crowd began dispers- 
ing peacefully after 
Megawati finished speak- 
ing, with groups of support- 
ers on motorbikes racing 
through the city centre 
waving red PDI flags and 
banners. 

Elsewhere, the capital 
was quiet, although roads 
around the central Istiqlal 
mosque and the Catholic 
Cathedral were closed by 
troops. Mosques and 
churches around Indonesia 
have been the focus of 
bloody religious clashes in 
recent weeks. 

The political focus is 
expected to turn to the mil- 
lionaire Suharto and his 
wealth this week as he 
faces interrogation by 
Attomev-General Andi 
GhaJib. 

Ghalib said Saturday he 
planned to call the former 
general in for questioning 
Wednesday. 

Some analysts estimate 
Suharto and his family built 
up a personal fortune worth 
$40 million during his 
harsh 32-year rule. 


Habibie. Suharto’s hand- 
picked successor, ordered 
the probe under growing 
pressure from protesters 
and opposition leaders to 
move against Suharto. 

But many reformists say 
he has no gone far enough. 
They want Suharto tried on 
charges of corruption and 
human rights abuses during 
his army-backed reign. 

Opinion polls show 
Habibie is deeply unpopu- 
lar, with the support of only 
about seven per cent of vot- 
ers. 

Megawati has the backing 
of about 30 per cent, just 
behind the most popular 
candidate, Amien Rais, 
with 31 percent. 

Rais heads the National 
Mandate Party (PAN) and 
is the former leader of 
Indonesia's second largest 
Muslim group. 

Mohamraadiyah. 

About 100 new parties 
have sprung up in the post- 
Suharto era after Habibie 
ended restrictions that 
allowed only three parties, 
including the ruling Golkar. 

Indonesians will vote for 
a new parliament on June 7. 
The nation's highest leg- 
islative body, the People's 
Consultative Assembly, 
which includes the parlia- 
ment, will elect a president 
and vice-president during a 
special session from Aug. 
29. 


Venezuela elects a new 
president, Chavez tipped to win 


CARACAS (DPA) — 
The former leader of a 
failed military coup 
looked on course Sunday 
to win Venezuela’s presi- 
dential election, accord- 
ing to public opinion sur- 
veys. 

Hugo Chavez, who 
spent two years in jail 
after the failed military 
coup in 1992 against the 
then President Carlos 
Perez, had the support of 
55 to 60 per cent of peo- 
ple questioned. 

In order to win Sunday, 
Chavez needs only a sim- 
ple majority. The firsL 
official results are expect- 
ed early Monday local 
time. 

Almost 11.5 million 
voters were eligible to 
vote in the election. For 
the first time since 
Venezuela returned to 
democratic rule in 1958. 
the two traditional par- 
ties, Democratic Action 
and the Social Christian 
Party, are not represented 
by candidates of their 
own. 

Only a few days ahead 
of the election, both par- 
ties withdrew their candi- 
dates, Luis Alfaro Ucero 
for Democratic Action 


(AD), and Itrene Saez. a 
former 1981 Miss 
Universe beauty contest 
winner, for the Social 
Christian Party’ iCopei), 
and urged their supporters 
to vote for Sales. 

Voting went off largely 
without untoward inci- 
dent Sunday and 300 
international observers, 
including 58 from the 
European Union, were on 
hand to monitor the bal- 
loting. Tens of thousands 
of police and national 
guard patrolled the 
streets. 

The strongest candidate 
against 44-year-old 
Chavez was expected to 
be Henrique Salas Romer, 
62. an independent with 
Social-Christian leanings. 
Salas is a graduate of Yale 
University in the United 
States. 

Analysts warned of vio- 
lence after the first offi- 
cial results are announced 
early Monday local time. 
Former President Perez 
said there may even be a 
military putsch if Chavez 
wins while a victory for 
Sales would enrage his 
rival’s mainly poor sup- 
porters. 

Salas said of Chavez’s 


supporters: “A lot of them 
have their weapons at the 
ready.” 

The winner of the elec- 
tion will succeed 
President Rafael Caldera. 
Under Venezuela’s con- 
stitution, a president can- 
not serve wo consecutive 
terms. 

Chavez, known as 
Hurricane Hugo, is run- 
ning under the banner of 
the Patriotic Pole 
alliance. 

He has strong support 
among Venezuela's poor 
people and has called for 
a battle against corrup- 
tion, a new federal consti- 
tution, the introduction of 
price and currency con- 
trols, and changes in the 
privatisation process. 

“I want to create a new, 
humanitarian economic 
system,” said Chavez 
who has been refused a 
visa to enter the United 
Stares which calls him a 
“terrorist." The Catholic 
Church in Venezuela has 
warned that if he wins 
Chavez will establish a 
“totalitarian regimes." 

Chavez is also feared by 
many leaders of 
Venezuela's oil-rich busi- 
ness community. 
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Faith and trust heal 


THE GENERAL public does not seem to be 
willing to give the Tarawneh government a 
break in its estimation of the government's first 
100 days in office. While more than 25 per cent 
of opinion leaders responded that the govern- 
ment is “highly capable” of meeting its stated 
mandate, the general public opinion was slight- 
ly lower — a result quite contrasting with the 
opinion poll carried out during the govern- 
ment's first week in late August 

Interestingly, though, the survey showed a 
higher public regard for the government's deal- 
ings with very specific issues. 

This, along with the fact that more and more 
people regard the government as capable of 
meeting future challenges, should send a strong 
and clear message to the government: 
Jordanians, through the misdeeds and inaction 
of so many previous governments, have lost 
faith in government, but they are waiting for the 
government to reinstill that faith. And in certain 
areas, such as unemployment and poverty, the 
survey shows that the government has given 
people hope. 

It is worth noting that these are the issues on 
which the government has been most vocal and 
most visible. 

Conversely, we note that on issues such as par- 
ing down the lumbering bureaucracy and fight- 
ing corruption, the government scored much 
lower. Again, it Is worth mentioning that when 
the goveriunent bans the press from covering, 
the work of the committee investigating the 
water scandal or the case against the former 
director of the National Aid Fond accused of 
embezzling millions from the poorest of our 
poor, the public's trust in government takes a 
big hit, reminding the government that the pub- 
lic's right to know must be respected. 

The debacle over the firing and subsequent 
rehiring of employees at the Ministry of Social 
Development — which can only be described as 
wavering on a commitment — could not have 
played in the government's favour. 

Perhaps this latter point begs the question of 
tbe national dialogue, a subject which took a 
beating in the survey. The number of respon- 
dents who said they no longer believe the gov- 
ernment can successfully pursue the dialogue 
increased by four per cent 

The survey seems to suggest that all these 
issues are still important to Jordanians, who are 
in turn prepared to work with the government 
to find solutions to all these challenges through 
comprehensive dialogue. 

It can never be emphasised enough that trust, 
once lost is hard to regain — even if this gov- 
ernment had no band in dashing the public 
trust Jordanians have indicated that their faith 
can be restored. Tbe government should not 
miss this opportunity. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


At RaT's Fahed Fanek reviewed Jordan's role in the 
region saying the Kingdom was established to fulfil a 
special “renewable" role, which no party can neu- 
tralise. The Kingdom has played an effective role on the 
Palestinian front, even though the nature of Jordan’s 
role changed after the Oslo Agreement and some peo- 
ple thought this role had ended. Another important 
Jordanian role has been in the Arab Gulf, with 300,000 
citizens working there establishing strong ties with its 
states. Once again, some parties thought that these rela- 
tionships would have been severed in the Gulf War, said 
Fanek, but the reality proved the opposite. In addition, 
said the writer, the Kingdom has always been support- 
ive and sympathetic with the Iraqi people throughout 
their travails. His Majesty King Hussein was not look- ! 
ing for a role to play in the Wye River Accord, yet that 
role came searching for the King. The country will , 
always look to achieving local-Arab goals for all par- 
ties' benefit, claimed Fanek. . 

Al Dustour's Mazen Saket said that after the nine years 
of sanctions imposed on Iraq and the “legitimate 44 
implementation of the U.N. resolution to destroy the 
country's capability to produce weapons of mass 
destruction, the U.S. has apparently been “forced” to 
declare the reasons for all this. This can be observed 
after the superpower failed to strike Iraq recently, 
claimed the writer, and its allies became less and less 
convinced about the policies used against Iraq, espe- 
cially with the sanctions' impact on children. Aiming at 
the toppling of Saddam Hussein’s regime is now a clear 
U.S.-U.K. police, said the writer, who added that 
despite all positive efforts these countries can be 
expected to continue to pursue this policy. 


Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Beware of the rent seekers 


LAST WEEK tbe General 
Committee for the Association of 
Stock Brokers protested the deri- 
sion by the Securities Commission 
to issue additional stocldbrokerage 
licenses in a bid to expand market 
participation with die expectation of 
market deepening and increased 
activity in the A mman Financial 
Market. Days later, many would be 
investors in the taxi business were in 
uproar over the decision by the 
Ministry of tbe Interior to stop the 
issue of taxi office licences. 
Although both incidents and the 
reactions may seem on the outset 
dissimilar, even opposite, they are 
closely related; they address the 
issue of rent-seeking in the 
Jordanian economy, a phenomenon 
which can destroy any market econ- 
omy and encourage informal mar- 
kets — unregulated and sometimes 
illegal activities — thereby reducing 
Jordan’s chances for development. 

Before we deal with the issue of 
rent seeking la us first define eco- 
nomic rent — a closely related con- 
cept — which is, as defined by Hal 
Yarian the famous economist from 
Michigan University, “those pay- 


ments to a farin' of production 
(input) that are in excess of the min- 
imum payment necessary to have 
that factor supplied.” Consider, -for 
example, (be case of the stock-bro- 
kerage firms. In order to sell a share 
ar rhe Amman Financial Market one 
needs a buyer and a seller; they both 
must want to act freely and have tbe 
ability to do so (the buyer can afford 
the seller's price and the seller actu- 
ally owns the share and is willing to 
let go of it at the agreed price'). The 
stockbroker acts as a middle person 
and facilitate tbe exchange for a fee. 
Suppose that the intermediation 
costs the stockbroker JD1 and peo- 
ple actually demand the services of 
the broker and are willing to pay 
more than fee JDI, then any money 
he/she makes in commission 
beyond the JDI is considered eco- 
nomic rent 

Why don’t other firms enter the 
stockbnokerage business and drive 
the broker's economic rear down? 
Well, actually they want to enter 
badly and may try to do so. 
However, one does not simply 
become a stockbroker just because 
he/she wants to; one bias to have a 


licence. There are 27 licensed stock- 
brokerage firms and (bey do not 
want newcomers. Why? In a com- 
petitive setting these would be free 
entry and tbe price- would be driven 
down to tiie competitive price level 
and only normal profits would 
occur. That is why (be brokerage 
association is up in arms in an 
attempt to stop entry. 

In toe case of taxi licences, over 
220 investors were dismayed over 
the sudden decision not to issue any 
new licences after they bad incurred 
significant sunk (iron-redeemable) 
costs in terms of fees, application 
time, waiting, properly rental and 
the purchase of equipment, etc. 
Their complaint was that they had 
already invested heavily into, the 
process to obtain a license to operate 
a tax business. Again, the incum- 
bents enjoy economic rent, which 
would have been driven down with 
more entries into the business. In 
fact, ii can be argued that limiting 
taxi licences has helped create many 
of the in efficienci es (run-down taxis 
and not enough of them) we are wit- 
nessing today and encourages what 
is known in economies as rent seek- 


ing behaviour: 

Economist John B. Taylor of 
Stanford University, a member of 
tbe Council of Economic Advisers 
from 1989-1991, apdy defines rent- 
seeking as “behaviour on part of tbe 
firms or individuals intended to pre- 
serve or obtain rights, privileges, or 
licences through which above-nor- 
mal profits can be earned." 
According to this definition, the acts 
of tbe stockbrokerage association 
would be considered rent-seeking 
should they succeed in preventing 
new entry into tbe market. Tbe use 
of “waste" is also a form of rent- 
seeking by individuals to secure 
benefits for themselves or kinfolk 
they would not have obtained in a 
competitive setting, the rigging of 
bids or their sale before the tender- 
ing process is also a form of rent- 


Why is rent seeking loathed? It is 
based on the basic premise of pre- 
venting others to enter into produc- 
tion or consumption of a product, 
which distorts tbe commercial 
process and generates many infor- 
mal practices. For example, it can be 
argued that high taxes lead to 


intense smuggling activities and 
while smuggling allows constanere 
to have access to tbe gocxls at cheap- 
er prices, it does not encourage tbe 
transfer of technology and the cre- 
ation of know-how industries and 
value added, which is the main rea- 
son why smuggling is considered a 
“bad" economic activity from a 
purely development perspective. 

Jordan and Jordanians must be 
aware of rent seeking and the rent- 
seekers. It is very easy in the 
absence of infbnnation to reseat to 
renr seeking and further distort tbe 
market. In tbe meantime, and 
specifically in die case of the taxi 
licences, government policy must 
never be changed abruptly because 
sudden changes prevent businesses 
from creating rational expectations 
about the .market Businesses and 
investment, which are in the 
pipeline (establishment or pre-pro- 
duction stage), must be given 
enough time to adjust, otherwise 
everybody loses. The market game 
can be a win-win game whether we 
all (consumers, producers, and gov- 
ernment) enrage as winners, it 
never had to be a zero-sum game. 



Macho nonsense 


Xu the editor: 


IF STRICT laws are not enforced against outlaws who satisfy their whims by showing 
their imperfect masculinity under the absurd conception of “cleansing the honour of 
the family” the law of the jungle will definitely prevail. 

Mazen Al Ta mimi 
Amman 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its readers on any issue they wish 
to tackle. Letters intended for publication should contain the writer's full name and preferably 
address as wriL Names can be withheld upon request but only under special circumstances. 
Letters are subject to editing and abridging. 


Income tax: Many happy returns 




By G wynne Oyer 

“And i came to pass in those days dud there went out a decree front 
Caesar Augustus that ad the world should be taxed-J’ — the Christian 
Bible, Luke, ch. 2, v. J 

BUT IT wasn’tieafly taxed until 200 years ago last week, when tbe British 
government introduced tbe world's fast income tax. And the Inland 
Revenue Department, Britain's answer to the Spanish Inqrititioa, actualfy 
dares to celebrate this evenL 

AD tbe former Chancellors of the Exchequer — an archaic British con- 
stitutional term meaning ‘chief extortioner’ — wiQ show up at Somerset 
House in London for Thursday s revels t which are presumably tax-free). 
And once tbe grandees have drunk their fill and departed, the Great 
Unwashed wfll be admitted to a special exhibition about the institution that 
now dominates their lives. 

It begins with a video ofWilliaml^ — looking remarkably 

wed for his age — who announces: *T introduced income tax 200 years 
ago. I didn't expect you still to be paying it today.” But he really should have 
known better; 

The youngest prime minister in British history look his fateful derision 
in the midst of the great war triggered by the French revolution, when 
Britain was standing virtually alone against Napoleon's armies. Tbe gov- 
ernment's traditional sources of revenue, customs duties and excise (sales) 
taxes, didn't even begin to cover the huge cost of this new kind of warfare, 
so it finally decided, with great reluctance, to tax its own supporters. 

When Prime Minister Pitt announced the introduction of an 'income tax' 
on 3 December 1798, be promised that this intolerable intrusion by the 
state into the public’s private affairs would only last for the duration of tbe 
war against Napoleon. He had to. for the income tax was levied on the 


‘propertied classes’, the only people in 18th-century Britain who hadasub- 
stantial cash income — but also the oily people wiih the right to vote. 

When the war against Napoleon ended in 1801, so did the income tax. It 
was reintroduced in 180? when war tarake out again, but after Napoleon 
was finally defeated and exiled to St. Helena, it was permanently consign 
. to die lubtashbeap of history in 1816. Ithad been so umvereaDy hated that 
even tbe RECORDS of income tax payments were destroy©! Bur you 
can’t keep a good idea down. 

There are those that seem to have nothing else to do but to suggest 
modes of taxation to men in office,' 1 amplamed Prime Minister Sir Robert 
ftsl in 1841 All those suggestions were for alternative ways of raising rev- 
enue that would avoid a return of the dreaded income lax — but none of 
them yielded enough money to meet tbe huge cash needs of tbe world's 
greaEStpowet 

So R*1 brought back the income tax in Britain in 1842, and it has new 
gone away again. By ntid-cencury several other countries in Europe were 
also levying income tax cn their citizens — and in 1862 it spread to the 
United States, when a federal income tax was introduced to pay far (be 
Civil Wat 

Washington killed the tax after tbe defeat of the Confederacy, but in 1894 
Congress succumbed to temptation and levied a 2 per cem income tax on 
both individuals and businesses. The following year tbe Supreme Court 
declared ii unconstitutional, but nothing could scop the juggernaut for long. 
By the time Congress passed tbe 16th Amendment in 1913, which made a 
federal incrane tax legal, a number of states were already levying it on their 
own residents. 

Indeed, even some cities in America began to collect their own income 
taxes, which may help to explain the deep and special hatred of income tax 
in tbe United States. Where else could you end up filling out three separate 
farms and paying income tax to three different levels erf government, fed- 


fflal stare. arrimunkipal? ... . 

Bat in principle (deep breath, now) income tax is a Good Tiring. As a 
general preposition, tbe larger toe share of the population that pays income 
tax, the more developed the country. And this is no cranrideoce: as Justice 
Oliver Wendell Holmes Jn of tbe US. Supreme Court remarked in 1930: 
“I pay my tax bills more readily than any others — for whether the money 
is weC or iH spent, I get civilised society fork.” 

Indeed you da A law-abiding society that pays its taxes is generally a 
society that protects the weak, and in most cases it is a more prosperous one 
as well. That is wiry countries like India (where only about one per cent of 
tile population currently pays income tax) greet every expanaon of the tax 
base as a social aixi political tritnnpb — and why Russia is a disaster area. 

Last year only 5 mfllioo Russians out of 147 million paid their taxes, and 
the country's corporate sector had an even wrxse record. So the government 
had to meet basic operating expenses by besrowing ahead at exorbitant 
interest rates, and still could not afford to pay the wages of its own employ- 
ees, wtw therefore had iwnK)neyte pay thefr taxes anyway__ which is why 
the country ultimately toppled into a calamitous devaluation of the rouble. 

The government makes great efforts to get ordinary Russians to pay their 
taxes, from frequent news reports of pistol-waving tax police, burning into 
suspect bosmeses to ‘12 Maraseflra Street*, a TV drama whose heroes, tax 
policemen Nikita Arid and Dmitri Rusanov, are fin the words of 
scriptwriter Sergei Bdodmikov) ‘just ample Russian guys who are doing 
their jobs honestly and well enough. Their motto is: ‘We can be defeated 
but we can’t be bought’.'’ (Just fike real fife in Moscow.) 

So if tbe burden of paying income tax seems too muc h, think about 
Russia You’ll soon be having kind thoughts about William Pitt — although 
you may still agree with Albert Bnstein. who once remarked The hard- 
est thing in the world to understand is the income tax." 


Shrines to destruction 


By Martin Woollacott 


WHEN A RELIGION is in decline there may be a king period when, even 
though its temples empty and its priests turn apostate, the tenets of belief 
are still haltingly and hollowly observed. 

So it is with the religion of nuclear deterrence. Thousands of missile 
silos, shrines to destruction, are still powered and manned, nuclear-armed 
submarines still quarter (he oceans, tbe scriptures are still studied in war 
ministries and staff colleges, and there are still converts, in the shape of an 
Tnrfo a Pakistan, or an Irk}, who wish to join the elect. Yet nuclear deter- 
rence, as a belief system, is close to collapse in the countries where it was 
invented. 

Many of tbe generals who commanded nuclear forces, the politicians 
who were involved in nuclear derisioiMiiaking, and the intellectuals who 
tried to creae doctrines for toe use of nuclear weapons have now repudi- 
ated deterrence, whoDy cy in part 

Those who now devise or advocate nuclear weapons programmes are 


ly “worked’’ in tbe past, it still “works” today. 

When this notion is challenged, even in a small way, Washington, die 
Vatican of deterrence, reacts with anger Tbe German defence mims&a; 
Rudolf Scharping, has consequently had to equivocate on his coalition’s 
argument that NATO should adopt a No First Use policy. 

Germany would do nothing unilaterally, be said after meetings in 
Washington last week. Yet a proper American response would have been 
to say that such a move was eminently worth expl oring during the discus- 
sions about a new strategic concept far the alliance, which are going on in 
preparation for the 50th anniversary summit of NATO in April next year. 

The refusal to emhrace No First Use of nuclear weapons in the past was 
based on NATO’s need to be able to respond to Soviet conventional supe- 
riority. That conventional advantage has not only disappeared, but been 
replaced by a Western superiority — to such an extent that Russia aban- 
doned its own No Fust Use pledge in 1993. 

It is hard to say which atency is being more irrational. 

Neither feces any threat to which the appropriate response would be the 


tionists may call for the standing down, tbe disassembly, or the destruction 
erf all weapons, with only a residual capacity to reconstitute nuclear forces 
remaining. Abolition, cot the other hand, involves complete renunciation, 
with no road back to weapons envisaged. 

Would that we were at the stage where sudi argummts could be joined 
in practice rather than only in theory. Bui we are stuck in Cold War mud 
Tbs men and women interviewed by Schell in his book, most of whom 
held important positions in the nuclear establishment, offer different solu- 
tions to the problem of nuclear weapons. But all are agreed that present 


responsible for the Indian and Pakistani tests. Or they are politicians — like 
some in Russia, who see in nuclear weapons a currency that can buy con- 
tinued great power status after economic and conventional military 
strength has dwindled away. 

Tbe terrible tmth about this decayed religion is that it retains tbe capac- 
ity to exact unimaginable sacrifices from the human race. 

Tn^ttemghtmareofahiJgeexchungeofweapcwbcrweeoRissiaarK) 
the United States may mw be very dLstam.Ii has been replaced in Western 
countries, but at a much lower level of awareness, by anxieties oyer pro- 
liferation, and over the acquisition of nuclear weapons by terrorists or by 
“rogue states” like Iraq. 

But, on the whole, the public in developed countries ads either as if 
nuclear weapons had already been aboGshol or as if tbe maintenance of 
these arsenals was a safe procedure. The political and military estabUsh- 
ments, meanwhile, act as if these weapons were as necessary as they ever 
were. 

They may not really believe it, but the habit of belief remains intact, 
largely because assessing deterretxe in tbe degenerate form in which it 
now exists requires a revolution in understanding the history of the last 50 
years, an effort which is only just beginning to be made. 

What is left is the muddled idea that since nude® deterrence supposed- 


possibilities, would even the use by Saddam Hussein, say, of a biological 
or chemical weapon, justify firing nuclear missiles at Iraq? Washington’s 
resistance to German ideas is no doubt less to do with the No First Use 
debate than with the fact that No First Use leads on naturally to other mea- 
sures of disarmament, like the withdrawal of the tactical nuclear weapons 
still deployed in Europe. 


it wse revealed this weds, may well go ahead with unflaieral reductions of 
its nuclear farces in the event that tbe Russians fail to ratify the Start-H 
treaty in the near future. The weapons, it seems, cost too much. 

The problem hoe, as Jon&ban ScteD points out in his new bode, Tbe 
Gift ofTrme, is that arms redactions have been part of the game of deter- 
rence for nBny years. They woe aal are aimed at preserving ttedetecrent 
in a “safer" ftmm rather tteii abolishing it. 

This is a critical and intricate question, as Scbdl demonstrates in his 
book. While advocates of arms reductions and advocates of abolition can 
work togethet there is a sharp distinction between real disannere and those 
who propose only a certain ^tidying up" of the deterrent, to raakeaaridaiis 
less IMy and to appe^tWHiuclear powers. 

Even between those who want foe deepest trf cuts and those who want 
abolition there is ultimately a very imp ort ant deference. Entente nyftn - 


The only difference is that the names of previous enemies have been 
rubbed out and such formulations as “a rogue state," ‘terrorists," or 
“R ussia ... should circumstances change far die worse’' as the British 
defence review put it, are filled in instead. 

Tbe former U.S. ambassador; Thomas G raham Jed the succesful 
A m e ri can caiiUMiga to persuade DOD-npclrar states ro ir vtefin rtpfy e yr^nH 
the Nra^Proliferfflion Treaty. 

He recently wrote to NATO leaders — including Tony Blair ~ that the 
mh-proliferalirai regime will be in “grave danger” if NA3Dcontmues“to 
assign a-high value to nuclear weapons, far msranra as an es sential bul- 
wark of Affiance cohesion”. 

Instead NATO ought to be moving toward No first Use, foe de-alerting 
of tactical nuclear weapons preparatory to their abolition, and an end to 
nuclei sharing. 

As SciteUs title implies, we have been given time to deal wife the 
nuclear menace, and have already wasted much of -it. • " 


But die essence of (be situation is that die days when die nuclear deter- 


falpotiodans are over 


imdasan d that something so powerful can be without use or value. The 
deterrent for which we should be aiming, as ScfaeD writes, is The fea- of 


— The Guardian 
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Salvage excavation in Southern Ghors 
identifies rare Nabataean cemetery 


RESCUE EXCAVATIONS in 1997 at 
a Nabataean cemetery in the Southern 
Ghors that was largely cleaned out by 
local tomb robbers have revealed new 
dimensions of life and death in 2nd 
Century Jordan — and have also 
retrieved what may be the single most 
complex and best preserved collec- 
tion of textiles and leather from the 
{indent Levant. 

The excavation took place at Khir- 
bet Qazone, adjacent to the Karak- 
Southem Ghors road junction and 
gross the street from the large 
ancient site of Bab edh-Dhra.' It also 
turned up incredibly well preserved 
organic remains, including human 
sJdn, skuDs with hair, and even inter- 
nal, organs such as dried pieces of 
brain. The project is directed by Dr. 
Kohstantinos Politis of the British 
Museum in London, in cooperation 
with the Jordanian Department of 
Antiquities. 

Four' years after the cemetery was 
discovered accidentally when the 
read was being widened, the excava- 
tion at Khifbet Qazone was initiated 
in 1996 in response to systematic. 
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A tombstone from the cemetery at 
Qazone (photo by T. Springett, courtesy of 
DfnoPodtis) " 


large-scale loot- 
ing of the ceme- 
tery by local 
tomb robbers 
w'ho had van- 
dalised over 
3.500 shaft 
graves — more 
than 80 per cent 
of the entire 
cemetery. Dr. 

Politis estimates. 

The site survey 
and excavations 
in 1 997 showed 
that the tombs 
were all oriented 
in a north-south 
direction, and ail 
dated from the 
late 2nd Century 
AD, according to 
the evidence 
from pottery, 
cloth, inscrip- 
tions, and other 
material remains. 

Twenty-four shaft tombs were studied 
in detail, and 22 were excavated. 

Each comprised a single 
burial laid to rest with the 
head facing south, in a bur- 
ial chamber at the bottom 
of a single shaft dug nearly 
two metres into the natural 
Lisan marl. 

The burial chambers are 
always located east of the 
bottom of the shaft. The 
space between them was 
sealed tightly with adobe 
brick slabs, plaster and 
stone. This created airtight, 
anaerobic conditions that 
combined with the dry con- 
ditions in the Southern 
Ghors to preserve the 
organic remains in such an 
unusually good state. Only 
a few tombs were made of 
stone cysts. Dr. Politis said 
in a recent interview here. 

The cemetery was that of 
a relatively average 
Nabataean community that 
does not seem to have been 
particularly wealthy. It 
must have lived off agricul- 
ture. trade and mineral 
activities (e.g., bitumen, 
salt sulfur, copper), and 
may have been engaged in 



A burial in a shroud at the Qazone cemetery (photo by t. Springett, courtesy of Dino 
Politis) 


the trade of the rare balsam plant that 
grows in the Dead Sea region (used to 
make perfume oils): ancient texts 
confirm that a balsam industry flour- 
ished in this region in Greco-Roman- 
Nabataean days. 

The town or settlement that used 
this cemetery has not been found yet. 
First and 2nd Century AD surface 
remains at the medieval Islamic sugar 
refining town at modem Mazra’a, 
near Wadi Karak, may indicate the 
location of the Nabataean village 
there, not far north of the cemetery. 
Other surveys in the area showed 
signs of the possible remains of simi- 
lar 2nd Century AD cemeteries and 
settlements in the general vicinity. 
Settlements in this area were men- 
tioned by historical writers such as 
Diodorus, Strabo and Josephus. Dr. 
Politis said. 

Other Nabataean remains are well 
documented in the Southern Ghors, 
particularly military installations such 
as towers and fortified settlements in 
the Ghor es-Safi and Numeira 
regions, further south. The 
Nabataeans would have used this area 
as a strategic passage for their com- 
mercial trading network, and also 
exploited the Dead Sea’s minerals, 
including bitumen and salt. This is the 
first documented Nabataean cemetery 
in this area, though, and as such is a 


particularly important find. 

Fine textiles 

The most exciting aspect of the 
excavation was the collection of 
ancient textiles and leather that was 
recovered, and is now being restored 
and examined by experts at the 
British Museum. Some burials were 
wrapped in decorated and stitched 
leather and textile shrouds. The work 
last year has recovered 35 complete 
or partial tunics, mantels, and scarves, 
mainly made of wool. 

“This is the biggest group of com- 
plete textiles ever recovered from the 
ancient Levant.” Dr Politis said. “It is 
significant also because it was exca- 
vated in its original archaeological 
context in tombs, which allows us to 
learn much about the technology and 
lifestyles of the 2nd Century 
Nabataeans in that area.” 

Also significant was the documen- 
tation of some papyrus scrolls associ- 
ated with the cemetery or its still 
unidentified settlement: but these are 
not with the Department of Antiqui- 
ties for they are on sale in London by 
black market antiquities dealers. They 
have been seen and photographed by 
Dr. Politis, and their text will provide 
valuable primary information about 
the Nabataean settlement in the 


Southern Ghors during the 2nd Cen- 
tury. The scrolls also attest to the rare 
and historically valuable nature of 
some of the materials that are being 
stolen daily from the Southern Ghors 
region, and sold on black markets in 
Jordan. Israel, neighbouring states 
and abroad. 

The tombs had few burial goods in 
them. Those that were excavated 
included iron, copper, silver and gold 
earrings and bracelets, beads, a 
scarab, a wooden staff, a pair of 
leather sandals, and a laurel wreath. 
Other metal, pottery and glass frag- 
ments were found on the surface of 
the ground. 

Particularly noteworthy were five 
funerary stelae, or marker stones, that 
were recovered from robbed-out 
tombs. Four had carved rectangular 
signs known as beryls, or ‘Dushara 
blocks,’ which helps confirm the 
Nabataean character of the communi- 
ty that used this cemetery. (Dushara 
w as the chief Nabataean god who was 
represented as a simple rectangular 
stone block in the early Nabataean 
centuries: hundreds of such represen- 
tations can be seen carved into the 



monuments at Petra and other 
Nabataean sites). One funerary stone 
had a Greek inscription that read 
“Afseni the pretty one." 

The results of this salvage excava- 
tion and survey emphasise the 
urgency of identifying and protecting 
the extensive ancient remains in the 
Southern Ghors from the triple threats 
of agricultural expansion, construc- 
tion. and tomb robbing. Dr. Politis 
said. The Department of Antiquities 
representative on this project is Khalil 
Hamdan. The project is jointly spon- 
sored by the British Museum and the 
Department of Antiquities, and has 
been supported in part by the Jordan 
Valley Authority and Arumex 
International. 



Well preserved head of a Nabataean burial (photo by t. Springett, 
courtesy of Dino Politis) 
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: Exercise can 
your health 


By Roger Dobson 


(SITING FIT can seriously damage your 
health. Exercise may be all very well for keep- 
EQgihe heart and lungs in shape, but ocher parts 
the body are losing out in the sprint to get fit. 
Backs and necks are getting strained, knees 
damaged, ankles twisted and bones cracked by 
& stresses and strains of running and jogging 
and my riad other activities that have become 
popular over the Last 20 years in the fight 
-ibM? against flab. 

•■Tifb* ftnidpants also risk getting a variety of spe- 
[ofic prob lems including jogger’s nephritis, run- 
nofs knee, golfer’s groan, parachutist's ankle, 
tamer’s daw toe. and thrower’s elbow. And 
even worse, there are the diseases waiting to be 
efctght from fellow enthusiasts, from conjunc- 
^ to legionnella. New research on the 
^fleets of exercise has fouDd that there are hid- 
&n dangers in having too much of it. and sports 
QKtficine specialists now want the emphasis to 
hpon quality rather than quantity. 

, A major problem only now being recognised 
B iha many people embark on fitness pro- 
Sanancs wife an over-optirnistic enthusiasm 
^asamto the bedy is fer fitter than it really is. 

healthy exercise is propagated for every- 
^ the message must be taken in the context 
,jr 3 tot : sotne people will take health advice to an 
tonsne,” says Professor Michael Horton, head 
centre at University' College- Lon- 
^arrithe organiser of a conference on the 
^Pactof exetcise on the skeleton. While the 
‘^ly'and strength of bones is boosted by 
too much of it can lead to a weaker 
"fcfcton.as people become older. Women are 
jj*taularfy at risk 1 evidence from the U.S. 
that as many as 70 per cent of young 
students who took part in college afe- 
lad irregular menstrual cycles caused by 
and poor diet, and as a result were 
Wng-up problems of osteoporosis in later 
Boies grow and ad ftp* to pressure by 
J^aaigtfae strength in those areas where it is 
7 ^'FootbaU players have a very dense 
structure and leg bones as a consequent 
^ofnaming and of impact 
■ ^.danger -of side effects from too muen 
not fee only problem feeing those 
T°^ak-to get frt. There are risks associated 
^otercEting while fee skeleton is unfit and 
and. there is also the problem or 
”2®^^Knglttexarise. , 

chiming .can. increase muscle mass and 
; .therespiraiory system, but it has 
l^^^ontiieskekron. Squash on fee other hand 


w 






is good because the rapid changes of movement 
increase bone mass. Activities with high impact 
and trig changes in movement are best for the 
skeleton. Every time we put a foot on the flow 
the physical effect is sensed by the skeleton and 
it will adapt,” says Professor Horton. 

“One of the main problems is that if you take 
someone who is sedentary and put them in a 
training regime, then a substantial number may 
t*; at risk of injuries like stress fractures tecause 
of their immature skeleton. The message is feat 
•exercise is good for you. but your initial health 
has to be taken into consideration and you need 
to be aware fear at extremes it can cause dam- 
age. particularly when taken without any prepa- 
ration.” 

Prof. John Davies, professor of sports medi- 
cine and medical advisor to the Welsh Rugby 
Union, says that 90 per cent of sports injuries 
involve damage to soft tissue, inclining sprains 
and strains. “We see a lot of pulled muscles and 
stress fractures and a lot of it is down to poor 
technique and people going at it too hard with- 
out any graduated regime,” he says. 

■“Choosing tire right activity is important. 
Some people, for instance, are built for miming 

and others are not. There are alternatives to run- 
ning and there is now evidence fear power 
walking is as beneficial but without the jarring 
effects.” 

Over time, these jarring effects can have a 
serious impact on the cartflagp of the knee lead- 
ing to arthritis, and urban joggers running on 
hard surfaces are thought to be most at risk 
Apart from the risk of trauma and long-term 
bone problems, there is also the danger of pick- 
ing irp an infection from other enthusiasts. 
These infections are known collectively as fee 
changing-room syndrome. 

“In the changing room people are in close 
proximity to each other in a crowded moist 
atmosphere, and it lends itself to the transmis- 
sion of a whole range of respiratory infections 
__ ^ throats, colds, fungal infections, verru- 
cae and so on.” says Prof. Greg McLaichie. 
professor of sports medicine at Sunderland 

University- . . . 

And his research shows feat the most unlike- 
ly places can be sources of infection. After sev- 
swimmers and curlers at a Scottish leisure 
complex went down with a form of legionel- 
losis investigators, eventually found that fee 
jhjbome infection had travelled all fee way 
along the pipes and vents of the ventilation sys- 
tem hxn a contaminated Jacuzzi 

The Independent 


The mother of all dances 


If belly-dancing does not 
immediately spring to mind 
as effective pain-relief when 
giving birth, think again. 

A group of expectant mothers 
in London discovered it to be 
just that. 

By Katrin Levy 

A DOZEN WOMEN are 
tilting their hips and cir- 
cling their stomachs, in 
lime with the Eastern 
music. But this is no ordi- 
nary belly-dancing class: 
All the women are heavily 
pregnanL 

"The movements seem 
very natural and comfort- 
able and in keeping with 
what you could do with a 
huge bump out front," says 
Colleen Larmarque, who 
started the class when she 
was eight months pregnanL 
“We all felt like sexy vix- 
ens slinking around the 
room.” 

Hania PoruczniJc. who is 
teaching the class at the 
Active Birth Centre in 
London, became interested 
in Egyptian dance seven 
years ago. “I went to see a 
performance of it and 1 
immediately thought, ‘Yes, 
that’s what 1 want to do,”’ 
she says. 

At the Active Birth Cen- 
tre, the dancing is being 
taught as a way of alleviat- 
ing back pain in late preg- 
nancy and to help cope 
during labour. But. accord- 
ing to Hania, the benefits 
of belly-dancing extend 
beyond an easier and less 
painful labour. “The move- 
ments open the body up, 
which is useful for later on, 
but it’s also very good for 
your posture, health and 
self-esteem." 

Belly-dancing is becom- 
ing increasingly popular in 
Britain and Europe gener- 
ally, so it was no problem 
for Hania to track down 
night classes and work- 
shops in order to learn the 


moves. ‘There are standard 
techniques that you learn, 
but you also bring a great 
deal of yourself to it," she 
says. “Women of any age, 
shape or fitness can do it, 
and look beautiful doing 
it." 

However, even Hania 
hadn’t considered the pos- 
sibility of pregnant women 
belly-dancing until her sis- 
ter-in-law, Helen Macnair, 
became pregnant with her 
first child two years ago. 

“Years ago, 1 read an arti- 
cle by an American dancer 
who had attended a Berber 
birthing ceremony,” recalls 
Hania. “A special tent had 
been erected especially for 
the birth and the men of fee 
village were banished to 
the outskirts. 

“The village women 
gathered around the preg- 
nant woman, eating, drink- 
ing tea and listening to 
music. When the woman 
entered the first stage of 
labour, she started dancing 
and undulating her stom- 
ach around, and all her 
neighbours joined in, imi- 
tating her. 

“After a while, when she 
entered the second stage of 
labour and got fee urge to 
push, she went in to the 
middle of the tent, squatted 
and pushed fee baby out. 
At the time. I just thought 
it was interesting, but when 
Helen became pregnant, I 
started thinking about it 
again.” 

Helen. 29. wanted to be 
an active participant in her 
child’s birth. 

"Throughout the preg- 
nancy, 1 was doing yoga 
and Thai meditation with 
Hania. but not belly-danc- 
ing ” she says. “Bur there 
was music in the back- 
ground when I stoned 
going into labour, and we 
Thought we’d try it. It was 
the best thing in the world. 
It took all fee pain away." 

It took seven hours in 



total, from the time Helen’s 
waters broke, to fee time 
she gave birth, which is 
pretty remarkable as many 
first-time births can take 
anywhere between eight 
and 36 hours. “I was only 
in hospital for two hours, 
and there were no forceps, 
cuts or tears,” Helen says. 
“It was painful, but fee 
dance movements helped 
me to cope with fee pain 
and kept my mind off it. 
The only times that it start- 
ed to feel too intense was 
when I sat still " 

Helen’s experience 
inspired Hania to contact 
fee Active Birth Centre to 
see if they would be inter- 
ested in a belly-dancing 
class for mums-to-be. A 
few of the sharper Egypt- 
ian movements were inap- 
propriate for pregnant 
women, but after a bit of 
modification. Hania was 
ready to give her first class. 

“I had 20 women in front 
of me. and amazingly, they 
picked fee movements up 
straightaway,” she says. “It 
often takes non-pregnant 
women months to learn 
what to do, but fee class 


just seemed to have an 
affinity for it. 

“It was lovely. They 
started to dance, their bod- 
ies started to move and 
after two minutes, every 
single one of them had a 
smile on their face and 
their eyes were shining.” 

Colleen Larmarque start- 
ed fee classes when she 
was eight months pregnant. 
“I’d done ballet, jazz and 
tap. but I hadn’t belly- 
danced before my pregnan- 
cy." she says. “Everyone 
was a bit embarrassed at 
fee beginning, but feat 
soon evaporated and we 
just had a lot of fun.” 

Unlike Helen. Colleen 
experienced quite a diffi- 
cult labour. But she would 
still recommend Egyptian 
dancing as a way of allevi- 
ating back pain in the last 
months of pregnancy, 
keeping supple and gener- 
ally relaxing fee body. This 
is a view feat even the tra- 
ditional medical establish- 
ment is starting to share. 

“I’ve spoken to mid wives 
in fee delivery room who 
have been amazed at the 
pain relief it affords,” says 


Hania. “Many mid wives 
will tell a woman in labour 
to stand up and circle her 
hips around anyway to 
help the baby’s rotation 
and natural descent. So 
they are usually under- 
standing of women who 
want to take it a little fur- 
ther.” 

BeJ Jy -dancing is noi dan- 
gerous. but to be on the 
safe side Hania only teach- 
es during the second 
trimester, once the preg- 
nancy has stabilised, and 
asks participants to get the 
permission of their GPs 
before coming to the class. 

“No one knows how 
Egyptian dance originally 
came about, but my experi- 
ences wife teaching it have 
made me think feat per- 
haps it originally started 
off as pan of a birthing cer- 
emony.” says Hania. 

“It looks like the most 
natural thing in fee world. 
If something looks feat 
beautiful, you can proba- 
bly assume feat it s also 
doing your body some 
good.” 

— The Independent 


‘^2 











8 Economy 


Jordan Hines, Monday, December 7, 1998 


Saudi deficit set to soar to $12 billion 


DUBAI CR'i — Saudi Arabia’s 
budget deficit in 1998 is set to 
soar to 45 billion riyals ($12 bil- 
lion), more than double the origi- 
nal forecast, a study showed on 
Tuesday. 

A Saudi BritishBank report said 
this year’s plunge in oil prices 
would also push the current 
account into the red, while real 
growth in 1998 would ease to 1.7 
per cent. 

"The downturn in the oil price 
has created a different fiscal posi- 
tion in 1998, with the government 
attempting to cut back on its 
spending as far as it is able to do 
so.’* it said. 

The state budgeted spending at 
196 billion riyals and Income at 
178 billion riyals for 199S. fore- 
casting an IS billion riyal deficit. 
The report said this was based on 


an assumed oil price of $16.5 a 
barrel. Riyadh never says what oil 
price it expects. 

Oil prices have dived to 12-year 
lows, and the price for Saudi crude 
is expected to average $12.5, the 
report said. Oil accounts for about 
three-quarters of the kingdom's 
earnings. 

Oil and other revenue are 
expected to drop 19 per cent 
below forecast to 145 billion 
riyals, while spending — despite 
cuts — is likely to fall three per 
cent to about 190 billion riyals. 

Other economists have also fore- 
cast a deficit of at least 40 billion 
riyals for 1998. 

The report said the government 
had little room to make cuts, as 
more than 85 per cent of spending 
covers current costs, such as 
wages, domestic debt repayments 


and maintenance costs. 

“In the absence of any real posi- 
tive developments in the oil mar- 
ket, this situation, we suspect, will 
persuade the finance mini stry to 
be cautious in the 1999 budget,” it 
said. 

The report forecast 1999 spend- 
ing of 187 billion riyals, with rev- 
enue of some 155 billion, leaving 
a 32 billion deficit. 

“The fiscal situation favours 
some innovative changes; 
increased fees and charges are not 
out the question and indeed are 
appropriate in the push for privati- 
sation and also ‘Saudiisarion’ of 
the workforce,” it said, adding that 
public 1 debt could rise in 1999, but 
was likely to be domestic. 

The kingdom provides generous 
welfare benefits and subsidies to 
citizens, but is now trying to draw 


more Saudis into the private sector 
and is tentatively moving to sell 
state assets. 

Gross domestic product grew by 
1.9 per cent in real terms in 1997, 
after two years of buoyant oil 
prices, but the oil drop this year is 
likely to result in lower growth of 
1.7 per cent in 1998 and 1.5 per- 
cent in 1999. the report said. 

The IMF has forecast 0.4 per- 
cent real growth this year. 

The current account, in surplus 
during 1996 and 1997 after a 
decade of deficits, is likely to slip 
back in the red, the Saudi 
BritishBank report said. It forecast 
a deficit of $13.1 billion in 1998 
and S9.1 billion in 1999, based on 
a modest oil rise. 

Inflation is estimated, to reach 
1.5 per cent in 1998, and forecast 
lo rise to 1.8 percent in 1999. 


U.S. stocks rally, 
strong jobs data 
outweigh worries 


NEW YORK (R) — Stocks rose broadly 
Friday, bouncing back on the last day of a 
difficult week after a strong jobs report 
soothed fears that the U.S. economy might 
be endangered by weakness in Latin Amer- 
ica. 

The Dow Jones industrial average 
jumped 136.46, or 1.54 per cent, to close 
unofficially at 9,01 6. 14, closing back above 
the 9,000 mark. 

“We saw very strong job numbers, so the 
worries about a slowing economy were 
brushed aside,” Bill Meehan, chief market 
analyst for Cantor Fitzgerald, said. 

The jobless rale fell to 4.4 per cent in 
November from 4.6 per cent in October, the 
Labour Department said. The number of 
jobs outside the farm sector climbed by a 
surprising 267.000. 

Stocks erased much of Thursday’s losses, 
when investors were rattled by the defeat of 
key pension reform in Brazil. The Dow fell 
184 points on Thursday and closed at 
8,879.68, ending blow die 9,000 level for 
the first time in two weeks. 

“People recognised today that while 
Brazil was a negative surprise, there will 
still be attempts to get further austerity 
measures there,” said Tom Galvin, chief 
investment officer at Donaldson, Lufkin & 
Jenrette. “We're closer to the end of the 
global currency crisis than we are to die 
beginning." Galvin said. 

Traders and analysts said with the calm- 
ing of fears about the global economy, the 
sell-off this week looked overdone, inviting 
investors to look for bargains. 

For the week, the Dow slipped 316.94. 

Technology stocks, especially large blue- 
chip issues, were among the biggest gain- 
ers. Lucent Technologies Inc. rang up gains 
of 7-3/8 to 95-3/4. with the stock the sec- 
ond most active on the New York Stock 
Exchange. 

Intel Corp. jumped 6-13/16 to 116-5/16 
after the world's largest chip-maker told 
Wall Street for the second time that it 
expects fourth-quarter revenue to grow 
between 8 per cent and 10 per cent from 
third-quarter levels, due to strong PC 


demand. 

“Intel's comments underscore that tech- 
nology as a sector, which was the first to 
get hurt as we went into the Asian econom- 
ic crisis, is the first one re-emerging,” 
Galvin said. 

The Nasdaq composite index, which is 
widely used as a proxy for the technology 
sector, jumped 48.83 points to 2,003.16. 
surging 2.5 per cent and landing back 
above 2.000 level. 

Microsoft Corp. rallied 5-1/4 to 127-3/8. 
Compaq Computer Corp. rose 2-4/16 to 38- 
9/16 after touching a new intraday high of 
38-3/4. 

Three initial public offerings all made 
very successful launches, adding to a 
watershed week in the IPO market, which 
has been generally anaemic since May. 

The U.S. Treasury's 30-year bond fell 
20/32, yielding 5.03 per cent Economists 
said the strong jobs report lessened the 
chances of another interest rate cut by the 
Federal Reserve. 

The Standard & Poor’s Index rose 26.61* 
or 2.3 per cent to 1176.74. 

The Russell 2000 Index rose 3.37 point'* 
to 398.37. 

Breadth oil the NYSE was sharply posi- 
tive, with advancing stocks nearly double 
dediners. There were 1,942 stocks that rose 
and 1.038 that fell. Volume was 716.1 mil- 
lion. 

Another factor helping stocks, Galvin 
said, was that money managers have plenty 
of cash that needs to be put to work before 
the end of the year, and that with few ses- 
sions left in the year, dips were becoming 
even more attractive. 

The Standard & Poor’s composite index 
of 500 stocks rose 26.60 points to 1,176.74. 
The American Stock Exchange index added 
6.68 to 660.39. 

The NYSE Composite index of all listed 
. common stocks gained 10.04 to 568.70. 
The average share was up 77 cents. 

The Wilshire Associates Equity Index — 
the market value of NYSE, American ami 
Nasdaq issues — was 10,743.650, up 
200.3 1 2. or 1 .90 per cent 
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Lebanon’s budget deficit 
widens in November 


BEIRUT (R) — The gap 
between Lebanon's budget 
spending and revenues rose 
to its highest level in 
November, when expendi- 
ture exceeded income by 53 
per cent, the finance min- 
istry said on Saturday. 

The ministry said in a 
statement that the budget 
expenditure in the year to 
November was 41.6 per 
cent,- just inside the govern- 
ment’s overall 1998 target 
of 42 per cent The deficit 
was 55 per cent in Novem- 
ber 1997. 

The deficit in October was 
40 per cent of the expendi- 
ture and November’s 
increase raised fears that the 
government would not meet 


its taiget in December. 

The statement said that 
spending in November * 
amounted to 742 billion 
Lebanese pounds (S491.88 
million) while revenue 
stood at 351 billion pounds.' 

Expenditure in the I! 
months to November 
amounted to 6.979 
Lebanese pounds. This 
included a debt service of 
2.947 billion pounds. 

Central bank statistics 
said Lebanon's net public 
debt stood at 25.095.5 bil- 
lion pounds at the end of 
October of which domestic 
debt was 18.922 billion 
pounds. 

The budget deficit is the 
biggest economic challenge 


facing the Beirut govern- 
ment which is seeking to 
attract foreign investors to 
the country battered by the 
1975-1990 civil war. 
Lebanon's Prime Minister 
Selim A1 Hoss told reporters 
after he was appointed on 
Wednesday that his new 
government would use aus- 
terity measures and fiscal 
reforms to curb the deficit 
The 16-meraber govern- 
ment which was announced 
on Friday, has a strong eco- 
nomic team which includes 
Nasser Saidi, first vice gov- 
ernor of the central bank, as 
economy trade and industry' 
minis ter and Finance Minis- 
ter George Kixrum. 


Exchange Rates 


Sunday, 06 -12- 98 
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© Be computer literate. 

Please apply to the director at the following 

Fax# 591811 before Dec. 9th 
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CURRENCY 

JORDAN 

SAUDI 

UAE 

BARHAM 

OMAN 

QATAR 

KUWAIT 

EGYPT 

US 


DINAR 

RKAL 

anwAM 1 

DINAR 

RIYAL 

RIYAL 

DMAR 

POUND 

DOLLAR 

KJ ROAN OMAR 

1 0000 

0 1857 

01927 

1 8776 

1 8390 

01944 

2 3366 

0 2077 

0 7080 

SAUDI RIVAL 

S 2987 

1 0000 

10211 

9 9501 

9 7442 

10302 

123812 

1 1006 

3 7515 

UAE DIRHAM 

S 1893 

□ 9793 

1 0000 

9 7446 

9 5429 

1 0089 

12 125* 

1 0778 

3 67*0 

BAHRAIN OMAN 

0 5325 

0 1005 

01026 

1 0000 

0 9793 

□ 1035 

1 24*3 

0 1106 

0 3770 

WAN RIVAL 

05438 

01026 

01046 

1 0211 

1 0000 

0 1057 

1 2706 

0 1125 

03850 

QATAR RIVAL 

51434 

0 9707 

0 9912 

9 6584 

9 45BJ 

1 0000 

12 0182 

1 0683 

3 8415 

KUWAIT OMAR 

0 4280 

0 0806 

0 0825 

0 6036 

0 7370 

0 0832 

1 0000 

0 0689 

0 3030 

EGYPT POUND 

4 8145 

0 9086 

0 9276 

9 0409 

86536 

0 9361 

11 24SB 

10000 

3*087 

LEBANON LIRA 

21 4831 

4 0544 

41399 

40 3416 

30 5055 

4 176S 

SO 1980 

**621 

15 2100 

US DOLLAR 

1 4124 

02666 

02722 

2 6523 

2 5974 

0 2746 

3 3003 

0 2934 

1 0000 

G.BRITAM 5TERUN 

0 3492 

0 1603 

0 1637 

1 5947 

1 5617 

a 1651 

1 96*3 

0176* 

0 6013 

GERMANY MARK 

2 3651 

0 4464 

0 4556 

4 4413 

4 3494 

0 4596 

5 5284 

0 4912 

1 67*5 

SWITZERLAND FRA 

1 9332 

03648 

0 3725 

3 6302 

3 5551 

0 3759 

4 5172 

0 4015 

1 3887 

FRANCE FRANC 

7 9315 

1 4969 

1 5284 

14 6940 

14 5657 

1 5*21 

IB 5330 

1 6474 

5 6155 

JAPAN YEN " 

1 6758 

0 3163 

03229 

3 1470 

3 0618 

0 3258 

3 9158 

0 3*81 

1 1865 

HOLLAND GUILDER 

2.6695 

0 5038 

0 5144 

5 0129 

4 9091 

0 5190 

6 2376 

0 5545 

1 8900 

SWEDEN KRONA 

11 3343 

21391 

21842 

21 2640 

20B434 

2 2037 

26 48*2 

2 3542 

8 02*7 

TALYURA** 

23 4198 

4 4199 

4 5131 

43 9785 

43 0661 

45534 

54 723* 

486*4 

16 5312 

BELGIUM FRANC 

46 8912 

9 2270 

9 4216 

91 8097 

89 9091 

9 5057 

11*2409 

10 1546 

34 6150 

AUSTRALIA DOLLA 

2 2855 

0 4313 

0 4404 

4 2918 

42029 

0 4444 

5 3*03 

0*7*7 

1 6181 

GREEC DRACHM 

3 9823 

0 7516 

0 7674 

7 4782 

7 3234 

0 7743 

0 3053 

0 8271 

28195 

CYPRUS POUND 

2 876? 

□ 5432 

D 5547 

54049 

5 2930 

D5KH5 

6 725* 

0 597B 

2 037B 

AUSTRIA SCHLUNG 

16 6681 

3 1457 

3 2120 

31 2999 

30 6519 

3 2*07 

38 5472 

34620 

11 8010 

CANADA DOLLAR 

21667 

0 4089 

0 4175 

4 0686 

3 9844 

0 4J13 

5 0627 

04500 

1 53*0 

EURO 

1 2051 

0 2274 

0 2322 

2 2S31 

22182 

0 2343 

28160 

0 25C3 

0 8532 



CURRENCY J 

US' 

Biirw 

MMNP 

wnaAMi 

naves 

JAM* 

HBtiAHO 

ITALY 

EURO 

1 

DOLLAR 

Tiaun 

MMK 

RUNE 

PUK 

rv i“ 

COUKR 

LM 


US DOLLAR 

10000 

1 6632 

0 5972 

07308 

017S1 

0 8*28 

05291 

60309 

1 17K 

G BRITAIN STERU1 

06013 

1 0000 

0 3597 

0-1333 

01071 

0 5067 

0 3)81 

36261 

0 7C* ' 

GERMANY MARK 

16745 

2 7650 

1 0000 

1 223* 

02982 

1 *113 

08860 

looses 

1 SR"'.- 

SWITZERLAND FRA 

13687 

2 2764 

0 8174 

1 0000 

0 2437 

1 1536 

0 72*2 

92545 

1 £:*i 

FRANCE FRANC 

56155 

93397 

3 3535 

* 1028 

1 0000 

*7328 

2 9712 

33 5667 

S‘iI4 

JAPAN YEN' . 

1186500 

197 3367 

70 3570 

86 8881 

21 1290 

1 0000 

62 7779 

715 5694 

1 29 3578 

HOLLAND GULDEN 

1 8800 

3 1*34 

1 1287 

1 3809 

03366 

1 5929 

10000 

11 3985 

2 2151 

SWEDEN KRONA 

60247 

133467 

4 7923 

58630 

1*290 

6 7633 

*7459 

*8 396* 

9*049 

ITALY LIRA- 

16 5812 

27 5779 

9 9022 

121146 

2.9528 

1397*9 

8 7731 

1 0000 

13 4232 

■ELQSJM FRANC 

34 6150 

57 5717 

206718 

25 2904 

61642 

2917*0 

18 31*8 

208 7605 

40 568? 

AUSTRALIA DOLLA 

16181 

26913 

09663 

> 1322 

02882 

13638 

08561 

07585 

1 995* 

GREEC DRACHMA 

28195 

46894 

1 6836 

20600 

05021 

2 3763 

1*918 

1700*2 

330*5 

CYPRUS POUND 

20378 

33693 

12170 

1 *889 

03629 

1 7l#5 

10782 

12 7548 

2 388? 

AUSTRIA SCHLLMG 

118010 

196274 

70*75 

6 6221 

21015 

9 3461 

62*39 

71 <710 

138JC8 

CAN DA DOLLAR 

15340 

2 5513 

09181 

1 1208 

0 2732 

1 2929 

08116 

92M* 

1 7379 

EURO 

08532 

14191 

05096 

06234 

01519 

0 7191 

0*515 

■5 1*59 

1XC0 


MAJOR CURRENCIES AGAINST JORDAN DINAR 


CENTRAL BANK BULLETIN 


FOR ANY ERRORS OR MSTAKES 

DEPOSIT INTEREST PRICES CBJA 

CURRENCY 

-T5R- 

m 

US DOLLAR | 

07080 

07100 


G BRITAIN STERLING 

1 1760 

11619 

CURRENCY 

1 M 

3 M 

BU 

1 YEAR 

GERMANY MARX 

0*22* 

0 0*25 

US DOLLAR 
G.BRITAM STERLHG 

51500 

97200 

*0000 

65900 

4 7800 
6 3800 

*7000 

60800 

SUTHERLAND FRANC 

0 6168 

0 5196 

FRANCE FRANC 

01259 

0 1265 

FRANCE FRANC 
GERMANY MARK 

3*700 
3 4700 

3*300 
3 3750 

33300 

32800 

3 2100 
H '900 

JAPAN YEN* | 

05962 

0 5992 

HOLLAND GUILDER 

017«* 

0 3763 

5WTERLAND FRANC 
JAPAN YEN' 

14600 
C WWV 

1 *0*5 
00000 

•*Cf 
0 0000 

■ «88 
3 OCOQ 

ITALY URA- | 

0 0*27 

00*29 

EURO 

0829 S 

08321 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 

1 vfneit omnia 

5 Beat it! 

9 Dutch painter 
74 Seward 

Peninsula town 

15 Nobel ist Wlesel 

16 nous 

(confidentially) 

17 1988 Masters 
champion 

19 Richard de 

Lion 

20 Source of 
licorice flavor 

21 Hired a crew 
23 Citizen and 

Carol? 

25 Frilled collar 

26 Columnist on 
language 

29 Sale-lag 
disclaimer 
37 Ending tor a 
belie! 

34 'Growing 
Pains' co-star 

35 Musical work 

36 Wildebeest 

37 Turkish titles 

38 'La _ Vita' 

39 Turkish river 

40 Malleable metal 

41 Burgundy wine 

42 Braid 

43 inult abbr. 

44 Affirm 

45 Floating lure 

46 Wicked 
48 Indira's 

wardrobe 
50 __ checkers 
53 Kidney-shaped 
nuts 

57 Perch * 

58 1988 Indy 500 
winner 

60 Junior hooter 

61 Pasture 
measure 

62 Unruly kid 

63 Serving dish 
$4 Afternoon 

receptions 
65 Jungfrau and 
neighbors 
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Peanuts 
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I M WORRIED 
ABOUT YOUR 
BROTHER.. LATELY 
HE SEEMS TO BE 
HANGING OUT 
WITH THE 
WRONG CROWD.. 



I 


DOWN 

1 Latin handle 

2 Lament 


Newberry.se 

3 Former Atlanta 
arena 

4 1988 
Superbowl 
winners 

5 Moon goddess 

6 Glasgow's river 

7 Be in poor 
health 

8 Golf gadgets 

9 Since 

10 Kind of switch 

11 1988 
Wimbledon 
champion 

12 Motley 

13 Cattle collective 

18 Full calendars 

22 Very short time 

24 Mariners 

26 Flatfish 

27 Sponsorship 

28 1988 Cy Young 
wfnner 

30 Fringe group 

32 Animal in a 
mobile home? 

33 Cobwebby 

35 Corn 
concoction 
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I SlKlElY 


OKAY 


SNARE 


U NIT ED CENT E 


A I T E 


SlA M 


00013 


(CMflMTMMMMa 

MdgMWna 


38 Seedy spots 

39 1986 Horse Of 
the Year 

41 Pelmet's board 

42 Rainbow maker 
45 Male ducks 

47 Map on a map 
49 Capital ol 
Ghana 
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50 Farmer’s yield 

51 Wolfs wail 

52 Part of QED 

54 Countess's 
husband 

55 Swaddle 

56 Fast planes, for 
short 

59 Hot diamonds 


r~ 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“I got my kids a pager for 
emergencies, but it only seems 
to work when I’m in the bathroom/ 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to 
form four ordinary words. 


DABNY 


01099 THum Medal 

n 

onricai 

□ 

Sic. 


OXPRY 


'"'v r % 


□ 


VODURE 


F-y t 

L A ,i 




GROFER 



ZC 



WHAT SOME PO 
WHEN THEY P£- 
CIPE TO TAKE 
A CRU ISE. 

Now arrange the dieted Jotters to 
form the surprise answer; as sug- 
Bested by the above cartoon. 


fifwwiou uj ms duyvu mnoon. 

. ( — . 

1 Yesterday's Jumbles: LADLE MIDGE PH 
Answer a homeowner nightmare 
1 A PIPE DREAM 


1/ 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold end Macs Artfrion 


:v:j 


(Answers tomorrow) 

PILFER EXEMPT 
can be Ms — 
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Deutehe Presse Agentur 

rtjBAl — Gulf states wjff 
^ tbeir annua! summit in 
jjtoai Monday knowing 
face unprecedented 
ggcial -and economic chai- 
ses as a result of plunging 
oil paces- 

Tbe states grouped togeth- 
a at ibe Gulf Cooperation 
QjUncil* will be looking to 
^ three-day summit to 
formulate a comprehensive 
^jjuegy to counter the 
downward trend in the glob- 
jj oil market 
^ TTk sense of urgency is 
% acute as the GCC — made 
i mj of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. 
Omani . Qatar, United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain — 
has 45 per cent of the 
world's proven oil reserves 
jud 15 per cent if world nat- 
ural gas reserves. The GCC 
countries' main task is to 
find alternative sources of 
ktfjme to ease their depen- 
dence on oil as prices contin- 
ue to fall even after reaching 
dnahsJigit figures and 25- 


BRANP NEW APARTMENT 


FOR RENT 

Located in Shemisani, three bedrooms 
(one-master), three bathrooms, brand new 
kitchen, storage room, balcony, and a 
covered parking. Area 200m2, 2 nd floor. 
Elevator and Intercom System. 

For further information please call: 
5930064 or 079-537337 
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By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) An old friend, possibly 
your spouse, is leaning on your delicate buttons. Without 
j even seeming to try, he or she will poke just about every 
sensitive point you've got The object of this lesson is to 
Bghiefl up. If you do, those buttons just won’t (unction 
anymore. Remember that while you're getting all worked 
up. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) This is a busy and com- 
plicated weekend. There's a lot to be done, and you may 
Mt.knnw.whereio begin. .YaiLwam to do things Jh&j*diL . 
benefit the group, and yet the group doesn’t seem to be 
clear in its direction. Make the decisions that they're all 
avoiding, so everyone becomes more productive. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You and your sweetheart 
arc coming up with ideas, some pertaining to your career. 

You might want to take notes. .Also, heed an older person's 

e . The combination of a willingness to I earn and 
boldly is powerful. You might achieve something 
uamij you’ve previously only hypothesised. Go ahead and 
go for it ‘ 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 > There are decisions to be 
made. Be patient and review the options. If you were to act I 
on eveiy impulse, you’d be racing in circles. Run the see- 
ratios in your mind. Take each options and pretend you j 
chose it Imagine whar will happen in two or three days, or 
years. If you keep playing this game, the best choice will 
become obvious. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Just when you think you 
have a partner figured out he or she does something com- 
pletely unexpected. There’s a little financial strain, which 
is also tmusuaL Simple pleasures are best and thus week- 
end you'U find plenty of them. A gathering with close 
Inends -is the most obvious choice. And it's probably your 
best entert ainm ent option. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You and your pun- { 
texneed to put all your cards on the table. Put your money 
there, too, so you can figure out bow much you have, ii * 
ajpod time to shop for real estate. There's one heck ot u 
fine fixer-upper out there. If you're willing to put in a lit- 
tle extra work, vou could save an awful lot of money. 
UBRA: (September 23 to October 22) An idea is forming 
ia your head, and the people closest to you know what it 
& They’ve been contributing to its design. You often do 
your -best work with another person's input. Otherwise, 
you’ll try one option after another, until you realise you ve 
gone in circles and nothing’s been accomplished. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) This is a great 
day to listen at keyholes. Be careful not to get caught tak- 
ing notes. You’re not interested in blackmailing others to 
get whai you want, but it never hurts to have a tittle some- 
thing in reserve.. For you. secrets are a bargaining chip, 
lust gather them all up and keep them in a safe place. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December -1 ) 

°Wer person, perhaps a parent, has an agenda lor you to 
follow. It’s almost as if he or she is saying you have to do 
year chores before you can go play. You really do want to 
go play. There's some social event happening. You re just 
firing- to have to crack down and get the work out o e 
Wasouickly as possible. . .. „ 

WRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) An older 
PHsoobas your life pretty much figured oul You nugh 
go. along with some gentle nagging- This 

interests at heart. There s a conflict tw 

8 ng and staying home, however. If you re going to 
get started firet thing this morning. 

JlIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Today is good 

ing, dreaming and fantasising. It s ^ s0 ® S 
especially on a romantic excursion. In tact^y 
J&w’f even need another person to start with- 
®* en route, go somewhere you enjoy being, y 
for instance, go with a group- O ne coti 


pSCES^ruary 20 to March 20) The focus^dnt- 
finances, investments, and even taxes. ^ 
^ a g0od weekend to start those sort of proj - ~j. 

don’t have the patience. You d wte J* 
else with your day. Perhaps you »- » 

with a sack of paperwork. It s worth a try 

V"*rtr«taKrf December: Tfrrquoise— Zircon 


Gulf states | AFM sees boost in trade in October 



year lows. 

If nothing is done GCC 
states fear falling oil prices 
could have a destabilising 
influence on the social and 
political structures as well as 
bring economic hardship. 

. One of the GCC’s key pro- 
jects is to press ahead with a 
customs union to enable 
Gulf states to compete and 
negotiate from a position of 
strength with other econom- 
ic blocs such as the Euro- 
pean Union, according to 
GCC Secretary-General 
Jamil AJ Hujeilan. 

In another move revealing 
the sense of urgency within 
the GCC, the organisation 
has invited leaders from oui- 
side the organisation to 
attend. It is the first such 
invitation since the GCC 
was founded 16 years ago. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan. South African 
President Nelson Mandela, 
Arab League Secretary-Gen- 
eral Esmat Abdul Muguid 
and the secretary general of 
the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference. Ivcildiiv I., Ira- 


ki, have all been invited to 
attend this year. 

On the political side. 
Sheikh Khalifa Ben Zayed 
A1 Nahyan. the Abu Dhabi 
heir apparent and deputy 
commander in chief of the 
United Arab Emirates armed 
forces, said the summit 
would reaffirm the need to 
preserve Iraq’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity while 
emphasising non-interfer- 
ence in its internal affairs. 

But the GCC remains dis- 
trustful of Iraq. During the 
weekend A1 Hujeilan said 
the 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait had shocked all 
GCC countries and created a 
sense of panic and a perma- 
nent obsession with the pos- 
sibility of a recurrence. 

To counter this fear the 
summit is planning to dis- 
cuss a proposal front Wash- 
ington that the Gulf states 
create a missile defensive 
system for the area, accord- 
ing to diplomatic sources in 
GCC countries. 

The proposal for a missile 
shield system, which would 


be developed by the United 
States and financed by GCC 
countries, was made during 
the visit to die area last Octo- 
ber by U.S. Secretary of 
Defence William Cohen. 

According to diplomatic 
sources in the United Arab 
Emirates, the summit will 
also discuss relations 
between Iran and the GCC 
countries. 

The UAE is currently 
involved in a territorial dis- 
pute with Iran over three 
strategic islands in the Gulf, 
although relations between 
Tehran and the Arab Gulf 
states have otherwise been 
improving dramatically 
since Mohammad Khatami 
became Iranian president 
last year. 

The summit will be attend- 
ed by all GCC heads of state 
except for King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia, whose place at 
the head of the Saudi delega- 
tion will be taken by Crown 
Prince Abdullah. King Fahd 
has not attended the last four 
GCC summits since he suf- 
fered a stroke in J995. 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The Amman 
Financial Market’s 

turnover in October 
increased by 30.9 per 
cent compared to the pre- 
vious month, the AFM's 
monthly report showed 
Sunday. 

The stock market's 60- 
page report, which was 
made available to the Jor- 
dan Times, indicated that 
AFM’s turnover amount- 
ed to JD21.7 million 
compared to JD16.5 mil- 
lion in September. 

The banking sector 
ranked first with a vol- 
ume of JDI3.S million, 
or 63.4 per cent, followed 


by the industrial sector 
which amounted to JD5 
million, 23.3 per cent, 
services sector with 
JD1.9 million, 9 per cent, 
and finally, the insurance 
sector with JD942.413, 
or 4.3 per cent. 

The report indicated 
that daily turnover in 
October amounted to JD 1 
million compared to 
JD750.18S in the previ- 
ous month. 

The stock market's 
price index, based on the 
shares of 60 companies, 
stood at 161.8 points 
down from 171.3 points 
in September, the bulletin 
showed. 

The highest price index 


recorded this year was in 
July, which amounted to 
1 80.2 points. 

Jordan National Bank 
saw the lion’s share of 
October's trade volume 
with a share totalling 
JD7.6 million, followed 
by the Arab Bank, with 
JD3.6 million, and the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines, 
with JDS96.S10. 

The parallel market’s 
share in the turnover 
amounted to JD2 million, 
where more than 50 per 
cent of this figure was 
recorded by the industrial 
sector, the bulletin 
showed. 

The volume of transac- 
tion off the trading floor 


amounted to JD5.5 mil- 
lion, compared to JD2 
million in the previous 
month. 

Non-Jordanian owner- 
ship in shareholding 
companies in the stock 
market amounted to 43.5 
per cent in October. For- 
eign ownership in the 
baiting sector amounted 
to 56.7 per cent followed 
by 23.7 per cent in the 
industrial sector. 

The report showed that 
the highest turnover 
recorded so far this year 
was in July, amounting to 
JD45 million, collowed 
by March's trade volume 
of JD41 million. 


Bahrain unlikely to face economic shock 


Strike grounds all 
Air Algerie planes 


ALGIERS tR) — Air 
Algerie staff on Sunday 
went on indefinite strike, 
grounding all the airline's 
40 planes, to put pressure 
oil managers to cancel an 
overhaul plan including a 
one-third reduction in the 
company's 9,000-strong 
workforce. 

“Not a single plane has 
taken off or will take off 
from or land in any airport 
across the country Sunday. 
All the planes are ground- 
ed." a union spokesman 
said. 

The management of the 
state-owned airline was 
not immediately available 
ro comment. 

The company’s pilots, 
technicians and airport 
workers 'staged'^ 'i 3 ■‘day- 
long strike on Octo ber 
over the same issue*. 

The management then at 
first said there was no 
overhaul plan, hut then 
conceded that there were 
restruciuring proposals 


and said it wanted to 
secure the union's agree- 
ment before they were 
implemented. 

"Actually, the result of 
our strike on October was 
to force the management 
to acknowledge that the 
restructuring plan existed. 
This time, we want it 
scrapped because it threat- 
ens the company future 
and jobs," the union offi- 
cial said. 

In addition to its exten- 
sive domestic network, Air 
Algerie flies mostly to 
Europe. North Africa and 
some Middle Eastern 
countries. 

Most foreign airlines 
jhave beep 'staying away 
-from Algeria since 4994 
when five rebels hijacked 
an Air France plane, 
killing three passengers 
before being gunned down 
h\ invps. 


MANAMA (R) — 

Bahrain's diversified econ- 
omy is likely to shield it 
against the impact of the 
steep drop in oil prices 
which had hit other Gulf 
Arab states, bankers said 
on Sunday. 

“Bahrain will be impact- 
ed. like other Gulf Arab 
states, but it does not have 
the bust and boom cycle. It 
has always fool lowed a 
prudent and slow growth 
economy." a senior banker 
said. 

’Tt has the better and well 
diversified economy 
(more) than other Gulf 
Arab countries. The way 
the government has pur- 
sued economic growth is 
well balanced between var- 
ious sectors," he told 
Reuters. 

Bahrain, a small and 
independent oil producer, 
has said it was cutting costs 
on capital projects to avoid 
imposing fees on sendees 
provided to the little more 
than half a million popula- 
tion, but bankers were not 
alarmed. 

“The next two years will 


be difficult, but Bahrain has 
proven that it can manage 
these adversities." the 

banker said. 

Finance and National 
Economy Minister Ibrahim 
Abdel-Karim said last 

week oil income constitutes 
55 per cent of Bahrain's 
national economy. 

“Oil income makes 55 
per cent of the total revenue 
while in some neighbour- 
ing countries it reaches 95 
per cent. Bahrain is enjoy- 
ing an economic diversifi- 
cation." Abdel-Karim said. 

The island, the least 
wealthy of the sLx-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
states (GCC), produces 
around 40,000 barrels per 
day ibpd) from its own oil 
fields and receives around 
120,000 bpd from an off- 
shore field it shares with 
Saudi Arabia. 

“Planning the budget for 
1999-2000 comes at a very 
difficult time due to lower 
oil prices, which has result- 
ed in a drop in our oil rev- 
enue,” Abdul-Karim said. 

Bankers said the 
1999/2000 budget would 


be different from that of 
previous years with tight 
government spendings, but 
vital infrastructure projects 
were likely to be imple- 
mented. 

“Bahrain does not depend 
solely on oil as a major 
(source of) income. I think, 
it will be able to weather 
the deterioration in oil 
prices,” a banker said, 
adding “Bahrain will con- 
tinue to carry out develop- 
ment projects." 

Abdel-Karim said there 
were problems in forecast- 
ing the 1999/2000 budget 
because of low oil prices, 
which dropped to their 12- 
year lows this week. 

He said 260 million 
dinars would be earmarked 
for vital projects in the 
1999/2000 budget starting 
in January. 1999. Bahrain’s 
budget usually covers two 
years. 

Bahrain's Emir Sheikh 
Isa Ben Sul man A1 Khalifa 
said in October the econo- 
my was sound but the 
island was intesifying 
efforts to diversify its econ- 
omy away from oil. 


“We are now convinced 
that to continue to depend 
on oil and gas as our main 
source of revenue and the 
prime mover of the nation- 
al economy requires revi- 
sion and rethinking during 
the coming year," he said. 

Oil and Industry Minister 
Sheikh Isa Ben Ali Al- 
Khalifa said last week that 
Aluminium Bahrain, the 
Middle East's biggest 
smelter, provides around 10 
per cent of Bahrain’s rev- 
enue. 

Bankers said they 
believed that low oil prices 
would encourage GCC 
governments — Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia, Oman. Qatar, 
the Llnied Arab Emirates 
and Kuwait — to privatise 
main services such as 
power, eletricity and water. 

“This (weak oil prices) 
will encourage privatisa- 
tion of services in the 
region. It will be a long and 
difficult process, but they 
will finally to it." a senior 
banker said. 


Turkish textiles hit hard by Asian, Russian crises 



JEWELLERY 


^ A Glamorous r World..Hf\e 'World of Almas ^ 
Shnwiuni - AdJi Cenier Beside Houston's Resrauram - Tel: 5697035 


ISTANBUL (R) — Cheap 
Asian competition and a 
loss of Russian buyers is 
pounding the Turkish tex- 
tiles industry, and now 
some of the two million 
jobs in this vital industry 
are being cut as output 
falls. 

Turkey's textile and 
ready-to-wear sector 
accounts for 39 per cent 
of its total industrial pro- 
duction, and some 10 per 
cent of its gross national 
product (GNP). 

“We expect a 30 to 40 
per cent drop in textile 
and ready-wear exports in 
the last quarter, but annu- 
al exports will equal last 
year’s," Ismet Ozcan, 
president of the Textile 
IndusrraJists’ Association 
(TGSD), told Reuters. 


Two million people are 
directly employed and 
four million indirectly 
employed in the textile 
sector. Of Turkey’s top 
500 firms, 130 are textile- 
related. 

Park Tekstil on Monday 
announced cutbacks, cit- 
ing losses incurred by 
under-capacity produc- 
tion. falling sales abroad 
and other sectoral woes 
for its cutbacks. It 
announced 1.2 trillion lira 
($4 million) losses in Jan- 
uary-September of 1998. 
compared with a 675.6 
billion (S2.2 million) lira 
profit last year. Many 
ocher listed textile firms 
posted lower year-on-year 
profits for the first nine 
months of 1998. 

An exporters group in 


the cotton-rich Aegean 
region said that 300 work- 
shops in the area had 
closed down, with the 
remainder laying off close 
to 20 per cent of their 
workforce. 

Turkish exports to Rus- 
sia and CIS countries fell 
by 30.5 and 2S.6 per cent 
respectively in the first 
eight months of 1998. 
Exports to Germany, the 
largest European market, 
fell by 1 .6 per cent in the 
same period, according to 
TGSD figures. 

Although a rise in 
exports to other European 
countries and the United 
States is expected to com- 
pensate for losses this 
year, further shrinkage in 
world markets is seen in 
1999. 


Sector representatives 
said the crises in world 
financial markets was par- 
ticularly bad for Turkish 
companies, who recently 
made big investments in 
machinery following a 
1995 customs union with 
the European Union. 

Textile firms have called 
on the government to 
make available new 
sources of financial back- 
ing to support their 
exports in a hostile cli- 
mate. 

Turkey's leading textile 
workers' union has threat- 
ened a nationwide strike 
in 60 days if employers 
stick to a decision to 
freeze wages in the col- 
lective bargaining 

process. 
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At • Arr-rs. Hotel 
Sno£5'-’Aror.iar 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more Information calf: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/i 079/530007 

Web Site is 

www.abdoun.com.jo 


24-HOUR taxi service 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 

anytime, anywhere in our 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. . 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindfays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweifiehTel: 822891 



★One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay *ReasonaWe Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 567455 1 
e-mail : crystal^ go.com.jo 



Ulhy deal urith 
die bossies of 
mo Ring For 
brid*m 
Got vour own 
cor From the 


5510427 ,8,9 


E IN THIS 
iCALL 


5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 


FOR 
RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


Jimr&for 



5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


i niquf - di'XiWi # J 
for l 1 1 i((U( pcofM 

Um Utfi^ina Ttl : 

Ownmn :0l' 4\556aT7-^r 


Fax: 5693337 



Vienna Cafe 

No time for a break! 
Order, take away by phone. 


l/Wl 















Singapore starts giant push 
for soccer World Cup 201 0 


SINGAPORE (DPA) — The tiny 
island city-state of Singapore has 
kicked off a giant-sized national cam- 
paign to qualify for the soccer World 
Cup finals by the year 2010, a news 
report said Sunday. 

“There is tremendous support for 
this national project. And, given the 
political will, 1 am sure we can suc- 
ceed," the Straits Tunes newspaper 
quoted Football Association of 
Singapore chairman Ibrahim Othman 
as saying. 

‘There is no guarantee that we will 
succeed. But to not even try would be 
a sin," Ib rahim said Saturday at a 
national forum packed with govern- 
ment ministers, sports officials and 
soccer fans.Though soccer is tremen- 
dously popular with Singapore's 3 
milli on people, the country has faced a 
number of struggles with the sport. 

Singapore pulled its national team 
out of the passionately-followed inter- 
national Malaysia Cup competition 


Tapia 

takes 

bantam 

title 


ATLANTIC CITY (TO — 
Johnny Tapia remained 
unbeaten as he moved up a 
division and captured the 
World Boxing Association 
bantamweight title Saturday 
night with a majority deci- 
sion over Nana Yaw 
Konadu of Ghana. 

Climbing up one weight 
class, reinging International 
Boxing Federation junior 
bantamweight champion 
Thpia overcame a bad cut 
over his right eye caused by 
an accidental head butt in 
the second round and put on 
a boxing clinic in deposing 
Konadu. 

One judge scored it a 
draw, with the other two 
giving Tapia a comfortable 
edge on points. 

Tapia improved to 45-0-2, 
while Konadu lost for just 
the second time in six years 
and fell to 39-4-1. 

Using his trademark stick- 


three years ago after a series of match- 
fixing scandals. 

Since then, a new domestic league 
pitting suburban teams against each 
other has met with a lukewarm 
response from fans, poor spectator 
turnout and other problems. 

Singapore Prime Minister Goh Ctaok 
Tong, in a National Day rally address 
earlier this year, encouraged his people 
to accept foreign immi grants to make 
the country more competitive in the 
economic arena — and on the soccer 
field — noting that imported talent 
had helped France beat Brazil in this 
year’s World Cup. 

“Last year I told you that Singapore 
would never have a chance in the 
World Cup. because the rules require 
all players to be citizens," Goh said. 

“But... maybe if we change our 
immigration criteria to bring in top 
football talent and make them citizens, 
then one day we too can get into the 
finals." Goh added. “In facr we intend 


to do this, to bring in sports talent.” 

An official task force heading up the 
country’s “Goal 2010” programme 
faces daunting obstacles, including 
skepticism among Singaporeans and a 
fiercely competitive education system 
that frightens. 

“A father wants his son to play foot- 
ball, but if Mother says ‘no,’ it’s no," 
Jeffrey Low, a Singapore sports 
reporter and member of a committee 
charged with bringing the soccer stan- 
dard up by 2010. said in the Straits 
Times report 

Proposed moves in the Goal 2010 
quest include a “soccer academy,” soc- 
cer scholarships and overseas training 
for promising young players, starting 
formal coaching at age 6, better media 
coverage to market local soccer and a 
drive to make sports more socially 
acceptable as a profession in (he hard- 
working, conservative Asian country. 



Italian player Andrea Gaudenzi (G, background) congratulates the Swedish team 
as coach Carl Axel Hageskog embraces player Magnus Norman after Swedish 
pair Nicklas Kulti and Jonas Bjorkman defeated their Italian opponents Diego 
Nargiso and Davide Sanguetti in three sets 7-6 (7/1), 6-1, 6-3 in the Davis Cup Goal 
in Milan. The Swedish pair’s victory gave the team an un b eatable 3-0 lead and the 
Scandanavian country’s seventh Davis Cup victory (AFP photo) 


Mallorca lead, Barcelona lose again 



IBF and WBO World bantamweight champion Johnny Tapia, right, lands a right to 
the jaw of WBA World bantamweight champion Nana Konadu during their champi- 
onship boat at the new Atlantic City, N JL, Conventiona Center ( AP Photo) 

and-move style, Tapia won pressed the action. knock me down! He didn’t 

nearly every one of the first “It was a slip. I was never knock me down. That’s how 


and-move style, Tapia won 
nearly every one of the first 
10 rounds as the veteran 
Konadu was unale to adjust 
to Tapia’s speed. 

Konadu recorded a flash 
knockdown midway 
through the 11th when ref- 
eree Frank Cuppoehino 
ruled a slip as a knockdown. 
Tapia was up immediately 
and, angered by the ruling. 


knocked down,” Tapia said. 

Konadu felt Tapia did not 
do enough to take away his 
title. 

T am the champion, he is 
the challenger,” Konadu, 
the former World Boxing 
Council flyweight champi- 
on, said through an inter- 
preter. “He is supposed to 


I know I won the fight" 

Tapia gave Konadu his 
due. 

T fought a strong fighter ” 
said Tapia. “A couple of 
shots he threw rocked me." 

Tapia, however, was 
pleased by his performance. 
“Coming up in weight I had 
a lot to prove.” 


Invitation for Bids 

Sector Educational Project - Phase (ii) 
international Competitive Bidding (ICB) 

Loan No. (3864 - JO) 

Ministry of Education invites interested Bidders to participate in 
the following tenders: 


Tender No. 


3/97/R Lot No. 1 


3/97/R Lot No. 2 


3/97/R Lot No. 3 




3/97/R Lot No. 5 


3/97/R Lot No.6 


3/97/R Lot No. 7 


3/97/R Lot No. 8 


3/97/R Lot No. 9 


Subject 


Electric Experiments Equipment 


Electronics Experiments Equipment 


Optical Experiments Equipment 


Sound Experiments Equipment 


Mechanics Experiments Equipment 


I Magnet Experiments Equipment 


Heat Experiments Equipment 


General Experiments Equipment 


Radio Activity Experiments Equipment 


Fees (JD) 



Jordan Times Tel: 

5684311-5699634 
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MADRID (DPA) — 
Mallorca remained on top 
of the Spanish first division 
thanks to a hard-fought 1-0 
home win Saturday night 
over Javier Clemente’s 
defensive Beds. 

Deportivo Coruna moved 
up to second place, two 
points behind Mallorca, 
thanks to a dramatic 2-1 
defeat of troubled 
Barcelona. Barca's third- 
successive defeat may well 
have earned embattled 
Louis Van Gaal the sack. 

Celta Vigo fell to third 
after allowing Salamanca to 
snatch a late draw. Atletico 
Madrid dropped to fourth 
as a result of their goalless 
draw against Athletic 
Biblbao. Weary world 
champions Real Madrid 
moved up to fifth by draw- 
ing away to Espanyol, 
above hapless Barcelona on 
goal differences. 

In Palma, Clemente pre- 
dictably died to stifle 
Mallorca with a cautious 5- 
4-1. But Hector Cuper’s 
team broke through several 
times in the first half, only 
for Toni Prats to pull off 
sharp saves from Leonardo 
Biagini and Lauren Bisan. 

Mallorca continued to lay 
siege to the Betis goal after 
the break. Their insistence 
was rewarded eight minutes 
from time. Jovan Stankovic 
swung over a clever corner, 
Marceiino Elena headed on 
to Dani Garcia, who ’beat 
Prats with a close-range 
header. Two minutes from 
time the in-form Dani hit 
the crossbar with another 
intelligent header. 

The capacity crowd cele- 
brated the win in the 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Fully furnished deluxe apartment, 2 bedrooms (one master), with 
iwo sunny terraces, 2 bathrooms, modem kitchen, spacy dining 
and guest area, central heating, telephone, colour TV, video, 
satellite, water reservoir, 2nd floor. Sale and quiet residential 
area. Location; 3rd Circle, Jabal Amman, near Al Khalidi 
Hospital, and the French Embassy. 

Call: 4632755 from 10:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. dally. 


Eligible Bidders may obtain Tender Documents at the Furniture & Equipment 
Tenders’ Division/Ministry of Education against the payment of the above non- 
refundable fees, and presenting a valid professional licence and a registration 
certificate starting from 5/12/1998. 

A) The last date for purchasing Tender Documents is 1 7/2/1 999. 

B) The Tender Documents can be purchased by an authorised representative 
upon submission of an official request 

C) The last date for submission of inquiries pertinent to the Tender is 17/1/1 999. 

D) Bids shall be deposited in the Bid Box at the Furniture & Equipment Tenders’ 
Division/MOE or by Mail, not later than 11:00 a.m. (local time) on 17/2/1999. 

E) The Bids shall be opened on 17/2/1999, at 3:00 p.m. (local time). 

Chairman 

of Special Tender's Committee 




knowledge that their attrac- 
tive team would stay top. 
no matter what their pur- 
suers did later in the 
evening. 

The only one of their pur- 
suing pack to win was 
Deportivo, far superior tq a 
Barcelona desperately short 
of confidence. As usual, 
Ruud Hesp was Van Gaal's 
hero with another series of 
important saves. 

Fifteen minutes from 
time, though, there was 
nothing that Hesp could do 
to keep out a powerful far- 
post volley from Mustapha 
Hadji. Barca poured for- 
ward for an equaliser which 
would have saved Van 
Gaal's neck, at least for 
another week Two minutes 
from time Patrick Kluivert 
was brought down by 
Nourredine Naybet for a 
clear penalty, calmly put 
away by ex-Depomvo 
favourite Rivalod. 

There was to be a cruel 
sting in the tail, though, for 
the hapless Van Gaal Two 
minutes into injury time, 
Jose Flores broke free 
down the left and centred 
for veteran Fran Gonzales 
who smashed home a well- 
deserved winner. 

Celta looked likely to stay 
in second place. A fifth- 
minute strike from man-of- 
the-match Mazinho put 
them into the lead in 
Salamanca. They squan- 
dered good chances to set- 
tle the issue then naively 
allowed the tiny Martin 
Cardetti to head in an 
equaliser just three minutes 
from time. 

Athletico Bilbao man- 
aged to do in Madrid what 
Beds failed to do in Palma 
and what Barca failed to do 
in Coruna — battle out a 
goalless draw. Luis 


Fernandez’ erected a brick 
wall to keep out an Atletico 
bluntened by the absence of 
Spain striker Kiko Narvaez. . 

Visiting goalkeeper 
Imanol Etxeberria did even 
better than Prats. He was 
helped by the referee, who, 
on the hour, wrongly ruled 
Jose Mari Romero offside 
then failed to see Etxeberria 
bring down the young for- 
ward for a clear penalty. 

Real Madrid, tired after 
their exertions in Tokyo, 
were just as pleased as 
Athletic to battle out a goal- 
less draw. Guss Hiddink 
decided to rest Fernando 
Hierro, Roberto Carlos , 
Fernando Redondo, 

Predrag Mijatovic and 
Savio, with one eye on 
Wedne say’s Champions 
League against Spartak 
Moscow. 

Espanyol dominated from 
start to finish but were 
denied by Bodo Illgner and 
by the woodwork. Ten min- 
utes before the interval 
Moises Arteaga slammed a 
volley against the crossbar. 
On the hour the lively Juan 
Eduardo Esnaider saw his 
powerful shot come back 
off ftlgner’spost. . ■ • 

Real have picked up jsut 
two points from their last 
four matches, but were 
nonetheless pleased with 
the draw. 

In Saturday’s other 
match, goals from Oscar De 
Paula and Inigo Idiakez 
took Real Sociedad to a 
comfortable home win over 
lowly Extremadura. 

Results: Real sociedad 2, 
Extremadur 0; Mallorca 1, 
Beds 0; Deportivo Coruna 
2, Barcelona 1: Atletico 
Madrid 0, Athletic Bilbao 
0; Salamanca 1, Celta Vigo 
1, and Espanyol 0, Real 
Madrid 0. 


An Exhibition to Commemorate the Golden 
Jubilee of the British Council in Jordan 



T^e Hof# Land 

brilish Painters and Artists in ike Mineteenlk Cent urij 

All the works exhibited are original material from the 
collection of Dr Hisham Khatib 

We would like to thank our sponsors 

<2> 

BritishBank 

Venue: The British Council 
Date : I - 12 December 1998 


Brand new (in the box) Toshiba Satellite Laptop computer 
No. 4015 CDs, Pentium II 268MHz, 32MB synchronous Dram 
166 MB (Max), 4.1 GB hard drive, long lasting Lithium bat- 
tery, 3 com 56Kbps card modem, built In fast CD Rom, Sound 
board and built in mouse, USB port hot swapable, Infrared 
port, Net work ready. Final price JD2000. 
please call 567546<None>0 - 4623460 




We Want You 


• If you have graduated from a university duing the 
past two years 

• If * your major was related to computer 
programming 

• If you are knowledgeable in Oracle and its tools 
and want to learn more 

• If you couldn't attain a position in a Software 
House for lack of experience 

• If you are young, dynamic and have good 
command of English language 

• If you are loyal, sincere and searching for a 
career 


fr.er: YES we went YOU within cur staff 
Sene you i w v irrnieciSTely to the tc' lowing e-rnsi 
Ora_prgrmrs@yahoo.com 


CINEMA 


TBL463-4I44 


CINEMA 


TEL463-4M4 


CINEMA 




< INI M \ 


1 1.1. v.7742t) 


CINEMA 


Tl-L.W4 - «#.l 


HUAEELPHIA x V l PHILADELPHIA '2' 


Richard Gere .. in 


iNZHffc'Vi 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Jeff Bridges .. in 

WHITE SQUALL 


Shows; 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10 JO 


A 


PLAZA 


Comedian 

Mohammad HuneiJi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
. AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD 


John Travolta & 
Emma Thompson in 


i y :« ■ v f • i 


Shows: 12:30, 3-JO, 6:00, 8:15,1030 


FRENCH KISS 

Shows: 3:30,5:30 


GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/GaUeria 
Antonio Banderas .. in 


i u : i r - 1 


OF ZORRO 


S UNfc.MA 

G 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

7V J 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 



Men’s Downhill 
postponed 

WHISTLER MOUN- 
TAIN, British Columbia 
(DPA) — Bad weather 
again forced th e postpon- 
ement of the season-open- 
ing men's World Cup 
downhill race Saturday at 
Whistler Mountain in 
Canada’s British Columbia 
province. The event, 
delayed from Friday, has 
been rescheduled. The 
super giant slalom, which 
was to be held Sunday at 
Whistler Mountain, was 
cancelled. It was resched- 
uled to December 12 in Val 
d’Isere, France. 

Tyson will 
return Jan. 16 

LAS VEGAS (DPA) — 
Former world heavy- 
weight champion Mike 
Tyson will announce his 
plans al a news conference 
next Tuesday to return to 
the ring on January 16 in a 
fight ' against Francois 
Botha, news reports said 
Saturday. The bout would 
mark Tyson's first appear- 
ance in the ring in 20 
months. Last month his 
boxing licence was rein- 
stated by Nevada’s state 
boxing commission. He 
already has signed a deal to 
fight Francois Botba at the 
MGM Grand in Las Vegas. 
Tyson was suspended by 
the Nevada commission 
after he bit heavyweight 
champion Evander 

Holyfield’s ears in a July 
1997 title fight that was a 
rematch of a previous bout 
dial Holyfield also won. In 
1992. Tyson was convicted 
of raping a beauty contest 
participant in Indiana. He 
was imprisoned for three 
years. 

Plyushchenko 
earns perfect 
6.0 

SAPPORO, Japan (R) — 


Plyushchenko earned one 
perfect score of 6.0 for his 
free skating programme on 
his way to victory m the 
NHK Trophy on Sunday. 
The world bronze medal- 
list, who had led after the 
short programme, opened 


quadruple/tnple toeloop 
and followed it immediate- 
ly with a triple axel/triple 
toeloop. Five more clean 
triples followed, one in a 
jump sequence, together 
with lightning fast step 
sequences and excellent 
spins incuding his trade- 
mark Bielbuan. He was 
rewarded with eight marks 
of S.9 for technique and 
one perfect 6.0 and six 5.9s 
for presentation. ‘Tt was 
the first 6.0 I have 
received,” said 

Plyushchenko. The NHK 
Trophy results meant that 
Canadian Elvis Stojko also 
qualified for the final. 

China, S. Korea 
break records 

BEUING (R) — China and 
South Korea have shat- 
tered the men's 5.000- 
metre short-track speed 
skating world record at a 
World Cup event in 
Beijing, the official Xinhua 
I news agency said on 
Sunday. Hosts China 
clocked 6 ‘5 1.930 in the 
I semi-finals on Saturday, 
slashing the previous marie 
of 7:00.042 by over eight 
seconds, it said. South 
Korea finished in 6:53.61, 
Xinhua said. 


Hiahau-Yaxies Qwatm 

TIL- 4625155 


Watch out for 
the new play 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies . 
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Thailand’s only Olympic gold medalist, boxer Somrak 
Khamsing, lights the Asian Games flame during the 
opening ceremony at Bangkok's Rajamanagala 
National Stadium Dec. 6. Athletes from 41 countries 
sn competing in Asia's top sports event (AFP photo) 


Japanese runner 
starts Games off with 
near-record marathon 


BANGKOK (AP) — 
lupins Naoko Takahashi 
staged tier own opening 
ceremony for the Asian 
Gaines Sunday, winning 
[he first gold medal with a 
bnarathoD .time just one 
minute off the world 
:iecard. 

To avoid the worst of 
[Bangkok's tropical heat, 
p women's marathon was* 
jflarted at 6:30 a.m. (2330 
fSMTSaturday), more than 
hours before King 
Bhumibol Aduladej formal- 
ly declared the opening at 
bremonies with trumper 
pnlares and royal fire- 
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igg Samum, 40 minutes before 
start of the opening 
iverture..Children's games, 
.Unfe em P le hells, epic ance 
' -10 irama and a symbolic 
pawn all figured in the 


tiny 26-year-old 
ese received her 
Isedal. at the ceremonies’ 
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^Luesihat followed. 


!a?J ;»! Takahashi needed just 
at i*o hours, 21 minutes, 47 
rafr ro finish the 

1*1195 kilometres — 13 


puuitcs better than the 
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* ji^pud-place runner — and 
“tight have gone faster if 
1 w ^^eraturcs had not start- 
j Kjii ^ rising into the 30s 

Celsius (90s F). 

jtyg After the fifth best 
Omen's marathon time 
11 -^yoy, Takahashi said that 
> 20 kilometres. I didn’t 
“Uttid to lose the pace but 
°y. body wouldn't keep 
£°ing properly. I wasn’t 
^pecting a world record 
p 6 but it’s true that I'll 
^ookback and think I could 
®ve done much better over 
tklast 10 kilometres.” 
^ya’s Tegla Loroupe 
the world record of 
£20:47 in Rotterdam this 
^ .and iier coach, Oshio 
said that "with her 
now she can break 
record any time athe 
Cont luions are good.” 

time shattered the 
siat record of 2:24:07 set 
^China's Wang Junxia in 
and was far faster 
®®Mhe.old games record 
£-29:32 set by China's 
^4^0toHuangdiinl994. 
s&Kx . JThis.. race changes 
^thon history. I believe 
^ is ihe fastest runner in 
world at die moment.” 
.. ' Shigeru So, chief of 
^Japanese athletic feder- 
_5’s athlete development 
Wartime for the 2000 
u ’ympw:sm Sydney. 
r^Pan missed a 1-2 sweep 
J*® "North Korea Kim 
j/TS outsprinted Tomoko 
^oyer the final 100 
jpresin the main stadium. 
Kj.'Wok the silver in 
^^5, and Kai the bronze 

North Koreans' 
medal in 
m years. They skipped 
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the 1994 games in 
Hiroshima, Japan. 

Japanese delegation 
leader Temji Kogake said. 
“Getting a gold and a 
bronze in the very first 
event of the games should 
be an inspiration to the oth- 
ers. Receiving their medals 
before everyone at the 
opening ceremony is. cer- 
tain to move the others." 

While the women 
marathon racers won the 
first medals, they were not 
the first to start action at the 
games. 

The original field of 23 
soccer teams has been play- 
ing for a week to narrow 
the field to 1 6 teams for the 
second round, opening 
Monday. 

The survivors are 
Turkmenistan. South 
Korea. China, Lebanon. 
Japan. India. Qatar, 
Tajikistan, the United Arab 
Emirates. North Korea. 
Thailand. Oman, 

Uzbekistan. Kuwait, Iran 
and Kazakhstan. 

Those eliminated were 
Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Nepal, the Maldives. Hong 
Kong, Mongolia and Laos. 

Among Monday’s games 
is a contest between arebri- 
vals South in advance of 
their co-bost roles for the 
2002 World Cup finals. A 
loss at this round robin 
stage would not necessarily 
lead to elimination from 
medal contention. 

Preliminary competition 
also began Sunday for 
snookers, making its Asian 
Games debut, and tempers 
quickly flared over a game 
between longtime Asian 
rivals India and Pakistan. 

India’s protests over a 
foul call led to a 15 -minute 
halt to play- and spectators 
attuned to the sport s strict 
etiquette were aghast when 
Indian team members used 
a snooker table as a plat- 
form to write a protest let- 
ter. 

India’s Yashin Merchant 
went on to defeat 
Pakistan's Mohammad 
Saleh 5-4, and both sides 
protests were thrown out 
because neither paid the 
required $ 50 filing fee. 
officials said. 

In all. 377 gold medals 
are at stake in 36 sports. 
Some 6.000 athletes from 
41 nations are competing in 
Asia’s version of the 
Olympics, even though 
Asia’s financial crisis has 
forced some nations to cur- 
tail their entires. 

The men « marathon 
scheduled for the closing 
day. Dec. 20- 
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Thai king opens Asian Games 


BANGKOK (AP) — In rites 
building from low flares 
symbolising dawn to a fiery 
cauldron lighting, Thailand's 
king opened the Asian 
Games Sunday night, giving 
Thais some respite from an 
economic crisis (hat once 
threatened the continent’s 
Olympic-style event. 

King Bhumibol Adulyadej, 
the world’s longest-reigning 
monarhc, was upstaged 
slightly by Japan’s Naoko 
Takahashi. in a marathon run 
in early morning, to avoid 
the worst of Bangkok's trop- 
ical heat, she won the games’ 
first gold medal in a time just 
one minute off the world 
record. 

Her medal ceremony 
immediately preceded the 
official opening festivities 
for two weeks of competi- 
tion among 6,000 athletes 
from 4| nations. In all. 377 
gold medals are at stake in 
36 sports, including Asian 
specialities such as kabaddi 
and sepak takraw. 

But die king not only made 
the key proclamation and 
released the royal pigeon, he 
also anointed a plaque for 
the Royal Main Stadium and 
composed some of the 
music. Songs written by the 
king, a talented jazz compos- 
er, were played by the 
Bangkok Symphony 

Orchestra. 

Thai officials who 
approached him at the cere- 
mony did so on their knees. 
Others greeting the king 
included International 
Olympic Committee 

President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch. 

A cascade of fireworks in 
honour of his 71st birthday 


Saturday and dancers who 
prostrated themselves on the 
field welcomed the monarch 
to his seat in the royal box. 

Then came the athletes, 
starting with Cambodia and 
ending with the host Thai 
team. Saudi Arabia, which 
withdrew its team at the last 
minute, was represented by 
only a flag bearer. 

The Sri Lankan team was 
led by six dancers in bright 
costumes, who delighted the 
crowd in the 60,000-seat sta- 
dium with acrobatic 
manoeuvres. 

Each team was led by a 
Thai beauty queen holding 
its signboard. After the 
parade, five of the women 
collapsed, and three were 
taken out on stretchers. 

A giant cauldron atop the 
stadium was lit by touching a 
torch to a smaller cauldron 
inside a model of a temple, 
which then was lifted on an 
elevator and sent an explo- 
sion of sparks into the 
games’ flame receptacle. 

Outside the stadium before 
the ceremony, long lines of 
people waited to take photos 
of themselves in front of a 
plastic statue of the games' 
elephant mascot, “Chai-yo.” 

One. Sakchai Pungsrinon, 
a 30-year-old piping engi- 
neer. who paid 1,000 baht 
($26) for his ceremonies 
many problems. For two 
weeks, maybe we can forget 
about all these problems.” 

Several thousands people 
without tickets milled 
around outside, waving 
small Thai flags and waiting 
for a glimpse of the king. 
Security measures included 
bomb-sniffing dogs. 

For the competing nations 



President of the Olympic Council of Asia Sheikh Ahmad al-Fahad al-Sabah (C) hands 
over the torch of the 13th Asian Games to a Thai official at Bangkok's Rajamangala 
National Stadium 06 December during the opening ceremony of the games. Athletes 
from 41 countries will compete during the 6-20 December Games (AFP photo) 


First event jams Bangkok’s notorious traffic 


BANGKOK (R‘j — The Asian Games' first 
event on Sunday also set off the first traffic 
jjam of the tournament. 

Many spectators, journalists and athletes 
commuting io the main Games complex at 
Thammasat University on the outskirts of 
Bangkok were forced to leave vehicles when 
they were caught in gridlock caused by the 
women’s marathon. 

Streets were blocked off for the event lead- 
ing to queues of traffic up to five kilometres 
long. 

Games spokesman Torpong Sewatarma 
[vowed the traffic jam would e the last of the 


December 6-20 event. 

"We don't expect any problems this after- 
noon for the Opening Ceremony. Or any 
other day.” he said. 

Bangkok’s notorious traffic jams have 
been a major worry for Game organisers. 

About 10.000 police are on Bangkok’s 
streets trying to keep traffic moving. 

Schools and universities have been given 
special holidays for the two- week duration 
of the Games to help keep vehicles off the 
roads and spectators have been asked to take 
public transport to events. 


— many sending reduced 
teams to ease the pinch of 
the Asian crisis — the games 
are a proving ground for the 
2000 Olympics in Sydney, 
Australia. 

“It's not just gening a gold, 
it's getting a gold with a 
result that is close or at world 


standards," said Li Furong, 
deputy head of China’s 
Asian Games delegation. 
“The main target is the 2000 
Olympics." 

Sunday's focus was more 
on pagemarv beginning with 
slightly 0909 GMT. reflect- 
ing popular belief that nine is 


a lucky number. Bhumibol is 
the ninth king of the current 
dynasty. 

The three-hour ceremonies 
featured 7,614 performers in 
lavishly produced acts with 
the theme "Friendship 
Beyond Frontiers.” 

Performers in ancient Thai 


garb paraded across the field, 
followed by people-drawn 
chariots. A mania] arts dis- 
play celebrated Asian unity, 
and hundreds of primary 
school students dressed in 
colourful outfits introduced 
the games' mascot. 

Parts of the ceremony were 
built around the Indian 
Ramayana epic, the basis for 
much of traditional Thai 
mythology, literature and 
performing and fine arts. The 
field became a swirl of giant 
snakes, swans, birds, angels, 
and other mystical creatures. 

Another performance cele- 
brating the unity of Asia was 
to cap the sbow. with four 
large swan floats pulled to 
the middle of the field, each 
tethered to a giant balloon 
symbolising the sun, moon, 
earth and a giant lotus. 

The combined budget for 
the opening and closing cer- 
emonies was 70 million baht 
($1.94 million), including a 
large share of donated and 
at-cost labour — part of 
Thailand's remedy for over- 
coming financial problems 
that hit the games. 

In wanning up the audi- 
ence before the ceremonies, 
a Thai comedian jested: “If 
you’re Saudi, raise vour 
hand.” 

Saudi Arabia withdrew 
from the games at the last 
minute, throwing some of 
the scheduling into disarray. 
It cited a national holiday 
and the Muslim fasting 
month of Ramadan, but 
many Thais saw the move as 
retaliation for the failure of 
Thai police to solve a num- 
ber of serious crimes against 
Saudi citizens. 


Jordan competes in taekwondo, weightlifting today 


By Aleen Banna van in Amman 
and JSY1F reporters in Bangkok 

JORDAN HOPES to achieve its first Asian 
gold when the taekwondo competition 
starts Monday at the Asian Games in 
Bangkok. Thailand, which opened Sunday 
with 6.000 athletes from 41 nations taking 
part. 

Jordan's sole Asian Games medals were 
acliieved through taekwondo with three 
silver and five bronze medals in Seoul ‘86 
and Hiroshima ‘94 Games. 

The taekwondo team, fresh out of a ten- 
day training camp in Taiwan, is favoured 
to secure medals again. The team is head- 
ed by Ibrahim Aqil, who won the gold 
medal at the recently concluded World 
Military Games in Houston. Texas. 

The rest of his teammates were also 
medal winners at the last Pan- Arab Games 
in Beirut. Those include gold medallist 
Hussein Tahleh, silver medalist 
Mohammad Abui Ruz. Zaha Talhouni. 
Nancy Hindi, and bronze medallist Ah I am 
Bino. 

Also Monday. Ayed Khawaldeh starts 
competition in weightlifting’s 56-kilo- 
gramme category. Khawaldeh was the first 
Jordanian to "win three bronze medals in 
one event at the Pan- Arab Games in Beirut 
and is one of the athletes favoured to win 
medals at the Games. 

The draw tor the boxing event takes 


place. Monday with 27 nations entered in 
the event. 

Jordan's delegation pins high hopes on 
Mohammad Abu Khadijeh, who won 
three gold medals at the 8 th Pan-Arab 
Games, the West Asian Games in Tehran 
and Jordan’s only gold at the 18th .Arab 
Boxing Championships which concluded 
in Tunisia recently. 

The boxing team also includes Pan-Arab 
Games boxing gold medal winner Ay man 
Nadi, and bronze medallist Basel Hindawi. 

The gymnastics competition also starts 
today with countries such as China and 
Khazakhslan favoured to clinch for most 
medals. 

In judo. Jordan’s Rami Dasouqi has a 
tough match against Asian and World gold 
medallist from Japan. 

The Kingdom’s 56-raember delegation 
raised the Jordanian flag at the athletes vil- 
lage Sunday, while the rest of the delega- 
tion arrived in Bangkok according to their 
competition schedule. 

On the sidelines of the event. Jordan 
Olympic Committee (JOC) Vice- 
Chairman Mouaffaq Al Fawwaz will head 
the country’s delegation at the meetings of 
the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA). 

Jordanian officials will update the OCA 
Arab state members on preparations for the 
Pan-Arab Games and urge fellow ministers 
to support the West Asian Games. 

They will also meet officials from the 


organising committee of the Sydney 
Olympic Games as well as Japanese 
Olympic officials charged with sports mar- 
keting who would be beneficial in that 
aspect of the Pan-Arab Games. 

Jordan Handball Federation President 
Sari Hamdan also arrived in Bangkok to 
follow up on Jordan’s recent complaint of 
disqualification from the W< Id Cup hand- 
ball finals where Saudi Arabia took first 
place while Jordan came second on points 
with Kuwait and Bahrain. 

The organising committee gave Kuwait 
the runner-up spot after disqualifying 
Bahrain on a technicality. 

In another area of the Games, Jordan’s 
Samer Kamal will be officiating taekwon- 
do matches alongside 22 other referees. 

The Kingdom has 19 officials and 37 
athletes in the last sporting event of the 
century' where only Saudi Arabia and 
Afghanistan are missing the event. Jordan 
is competing in 1 1 sports: athletics, box- 
ing. bowling, gymnastics, judo, karate, 
shooting, squash, swimming, weightlifting 
and taekwondo. 

Prior to departure, JOC Secretary 
General ismat Kurdi underlined the impor- 
tance of taking part in the Asian Games 
saying it was “pan of plans of the Ministry 
of Culture and Youth to prepare teams for 
the upcoming Pan- Arab Games in Amman 
next summer and the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics." 


"It is an invaluable chance to assess our 
teams and pinpoint our location on the map 
of Asian sports,” Kurdi added. 

Jordan is represented by the best athletes 
in their respective sports: The athletics 
team includes Fakhreddin Fuad — a gold 
medal lisr in the Pan-Arab Games high 
jump. 

The team just concluded a training camp 
in Qatar where Fuad achieved 215 cen- 
timetres. and just came short of his record 
of 222 . 

Teammate Mohammad Abdul Baqi set a 
new' Jordanian record in the triple jump 
with 15.53 — 18 centimetres more than his 
previous mark. 

The delegation includes judo's silver 
medallist Musa Khalaf, swimming’s 
bronze medallist Hana Majaj; karate 
bronze medallist Butheina Mahsiri. 

Jordan will not be taking part in team 
sports — notably soccer, handball and bas- 
ketball. 

The national teams of these sports were 
negatively affected after their federations 
had their share of controversial issues to 
deal with. The basketball board declined 
participation after the freezing of all bas- 
ketball activities following the federation’s 
resignation which was retracted at a later 
stage. 

The handball federation declined after 
Jordan achieved 9th place among 1 1 teams 
at the Arab Cup in Cairo. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

1ST1KLAL HOSPITAL INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF HOSPI- 
TAL SUPPLIERS 

Istiklal Hospital in Amman is soliciting expressions of interest from hospital suppliers 
joint-venture local with / or international for submission of pre-qualification data who can 
qualify through experience with projects of similar size. For supply, install, commission, 
train and maintenance of medical, non-medical hospital equipment and furniture for 
Istiklal Hospital in Amman. 

Suppliers who possess experience in this field, and feel qualified financially and techni- 
cally, and wish to participate in the above tender are invited to submit their pre-qualifi- 
cation documents, not later than 12:00 hours of Monday, Dec. 21st 1988 at:- 

Al-Beiad Medical Services Co. (Istiklal Hospital) 

Wasfi Al Tai Street - Shamiah Centre - Fifth Floor - Office No. (503) 

P.O. Box 1493, Amman 11821, Jordan 

Tel.: 00 (962) - (6) - 5523282, 00 (962) - (6) - 5523283 

Fax.: 00 (962) - (6) - 5523284 

E-mail: Ist-hosp@nets.com.jo 

Eligible suppliers may obtain free summary informations document about the project 
from the abovementioned address. 

Results of pre-qualification shall be announced and advised to participants as soon as 
they become available. 

Pre-qualification documents should include the following:- 

1. Financial capability of the supplier, i.e. financial references, financial statements for 2 
years, turnover ... etc. 

2. Technical capability of the supplier, including details of experience and background of 
personnel .... etc. 

3. Detailed documents showing similar projects executed by the supplier, full names and 
addresses of firms for whom such services were rendered, and details of projects includ- 
ing contract cost and completion periods. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

A leading bank in Jordan is seeking to employ energetic, dynamic and 
self- motivated programmer in Systems Development Division to work 
on (BM AS400 Environment. 

Candidates must have the following general qualifications: 

• At least a BSc/ Computer Science from a reputable university. 

• At least 2 years of experience in: 

- COBOL/400 

- AS 400 Command Language. 

- AS 400 Application Development Tool. 

• Jordanian citizenship 

• Fluent in English language. 

Applicants should be excellent analyst, logical thinker, presenter and 
good organiser. 

If you are a qualified candidate please send your CV, recent photo, 
copies of degrees and experience certificates together with your 
address to: 

Job Opportunity 
P.O. Box (830292) Postal (11183) 

Amman - Jordan 
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Prosecutor orders release 
of Egyptian rights activist 


CAIRO — Egypt’s state 
security prosecutor ordered 
Sunday the release of a lead- 
ing human rights activist sent 
to jail five days ago for 
allegedly receiving money 
from a foreign country to 
damage Egypt’s reputation. 

Hafez Abu Saada. 
Secretary General of the 
country's oldest human rights 
group, the Egyptian 
Organisation for Human 
Rights (EQHR). was sent to 
prison on Tuesday for 15 
days. He was charged with 
receiving money from a for- 
eign country without govern- 
ment permission and of 
spreading false information 
that allegedly harmed 
Egypt's national interests. 

Abu Saada's release fol- 
lowed a campaign of protest 
by local and international 
human rights groups who 
described this arrest as an 
attempt to '‘terrorise human 
rights groups." 

Several prominent colum- 
nists in pro-government 
newspapers also called for 
Abu Saada's release, saying 
his imprisonment would only 
prove true die claims made 
by human rights organisa- 
tions about the lack of respect 
for human rights and of 
police brutality in Egypt 

Nehad Abu-Al Qomsan, 
Abu Saada’s wife and a 
lawyer, said recalling her 
husband for a second round 
of questioning by the state 
security prosecutor on 


Sunday before the first 15 
days were over, was "an indi- 
cation that the government 
felt embarrassed by his arrest 
and decided to release him 
immediately." 

She added that Abu Saada 
was released on bail after 
paying $150 which implied 
that die case against him was 
to continue. 

But Gasser Abdul Razek, 
director of the Centre for 
Human Rights LegaJ Aid 
(CHRLA). said “many politi- 
cal cases in Egypt just die 
down over time. The (gov- 
ernment’s) aim was to deliver 
a message to human rights 
activists on what it could do 
to them if we misbehaved." 

EOHR issued a report in 
late September alleging that 
police forces, while investi- 
gating a murder in a small 
mainly Coptic village in 
south Egypt, arrested 1,200 
people and subjected them to 
various means of brutal tor- 
ture to give confessions. 

The government ignored 
the report at that time, but 
became angry when a British 
newspaper picked up die 
story a month later, adding 
allegations that some of the 
village’s Christian residents 
were raped and crucified. 

Two weeks ago the editor 
of a “independent” weekly 
newspaper published a pho- 
tocopy of a $25,000 cheque, 
saying that it was paid to the 
EOHR by the British 
embassy in Cairo to write its 


report on the village. He also 
filed a complaint to the state 
prosecutor. 

Abu Saada, before his 
arrest, denied the charge and 
provided documents clarify- 
ing that the money was the 
second installment to fund a 
project going on since 1995 
to provide legal assistance to 
women and handicapped 
children. 

“He was kept in a discipli- 
nary, solitary confinement 
cell measuring l.SOx 1.80 
metres for two days and sol- 
diers forcibly shaved all his 
hair the second day after his 
arrest.” she said. 

Abu Saada was also not 
allowed any food or visits by 
his family or lawyers until 
Saturday, she added. 

The EOHR director was 
due to leave to Paris on 
Tuesday to take part in cele- 
brations marking the 50th 
anni versary of the Universal 
Declaration on Human 
Rights. His wife said that he 
would still try to go, if 
allowed to by authorities. 

“The government found 
out that keeping Abu Saada 
in prison will cause more 
damage, especially that his 
case was going to be highly 
publicised at the Paris meet- 
ing,” said CHLRA director, 
Abdul Razek. 

“We are winning and not 
losing. The number of people 
who wrote to express solidar- 
ity and sympathy with us is 
indeed a victory," he added. 


Iraq says U.S. wants 
to control Arab World 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Vice 
President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan on Sunday accused 
the United States of seeking to 
control the Arab 

“America, which leads the 
international hegemony, is 
endeavouring to control the 
Arab Nation,'' the Iraqi News 
Agency 0NA) quoted 
Ramadan as telling members 
of the General Secretariat of 
the International Federation of 
Arab Labour Unions. 

“Workers are at the forefront 
of the conscientious slice of 
society who are able to inter- 
cept this hegemony,” 
Ramadan said. 

The United States led an 
international military coalition 
which drove occupying Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait in 1991. 
It has also been the most vocal 
advocate for maintaining sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq for its 
1990 invasion of the oil-rich 
emirate. 

Ramadan also called fix' 
boosting the Arab economy, 
improving performance of 
workers and helping them 
move easily among Arab 
countries. 

‘This would not be realised 
unless the nation is free in its 
economy," he said. “Iraq, after 
eight years of sanctions man- 
aged to suipass the state of lim- 
ited capabilities by f ulfillin g a 
number of projects." 

Iraq is pressing the Arab 


countries to help break the 
eight-year sanctions which 
have crippled an economy 
long dependent on oil exports. 

In another development 
Britain said on Sunday it 
would maintain its military 
presence in Kuwait until Iraq 
complied fully with United 
Nations resolutions. 

“We have decided that we 
are going to be here and make 
quite sure what was agreed in 
the middle of November by 
[Iraqi President] Saddam 
Hussein is done,” British Chief 
of the Defence Staff General 
Charles Guthrie told reporters. 

‘We think it is crucial we are 
here... We have no plans for 
reducing the numbers here and 
we are here until a satisfactory 
outcome of the situation," he 
added. 

Guthrie was speaking to 
reporters just south of tbe bor- 
der with Iraq at this Kuwaiti air 
base where Britain has twelve 
Tornado warplanes deployed 
since the previous crisis with 
Iraq which was resolved diplo- 
matically in February. 

In November some of the 
British Tonados were on stand- 
by for military action against 
Iraq in another crisis with the 
United Nations over 
inspections, but the United 
States and Britain called off the 
strikes when Iraq decided to 
meet the demands of the world 
body. 


Taleban silent on reports 
of Ben Laden murder bid 


ISLAMABAD (Rt — 
Afghanistan's Ihleban move- 
ment kept silent attfae week- 
end on media reports that its 
fighters killed four men hired 
to assassinate its “guest" 
alleged terrorism mastermind 
Osama Ben Laden. 

Tbe reports said that the four 
“hired agents" were intercept- 
ed two kilometres from Ben 
Laden’s hideout in southern 
Afghanistan two weeks ago 
and were killed 

“The Taleban are convinced 
that the effort was master- 
minded and financed by 
Washington, which has been 
trying to get Bat Laden since 
he was implicated in the 
Khobar bombing case in Saudi 

Arabia," die English-language 
Friday Times reported 

The reports surfaced four 
months after the United States 
launched entire missiles at sus- 
pected Ben Laden training 
camps in southern 
Afghanistan. He survived the 
attacks. 

The Islamist militia was also 
silent on a report in the 
London-based A1 Hayat news- 


paper which said Ben Laden 
was ready to leave 
Afghanistan for refuge in 
Shishan, die breakaway 
Russian region. 

By its account a Shishani 
foreign ministry official. 
Abdul Wahid Ibrahim, arrived 
in tbe Taleban stronghold of 
Kandahar several days ago to 
discuss opening diplomatic 
relations and the status of the 
man the Taleban calls a guest 
Other reports said a delega- 
tion from Yemen, where Ben 
Laden had lived before, was in 
Afghanistan for talks on Ben 
Laden. There was no reaction 
from the Taleban. either from 
its spiritual ca pital of 

Kandahar or the battered 
adminis trative capital of 

Kabul, to thereports- 
A1 Hayat’s story coincided 
witii stories in the Pakistani 
media and in foe exiled 
Afghan community that 
Washington’s public enemy 
□umber one survived an assas- 
sination bid at the hands of 
four exiled Afg hani incl udin g 
an ex-opposition faction com- 
mander. 


Pro-Kurd 
party 
members 
arrested 
in Istanbul 


ANKARA (DPA) — Police 
in Istanbul on Sunday 
arrested 105 members of 
the pro-Kurdish People’s 
Democracy Party which 
launched a three-day 
hunger strike across Turkey 
in protest of a police crack- 
down on foe party last 
month. 

The report by Anatolia 
news agency did not say on 
what charges foe hunger 
strikers had been detained, 
adding that police were 
keeping HADEP buildings 
in foe city under close 
observation. 

HADEP Deputy 

Chairman Osman Ozcelik 
said earlier their protest 
was a passive response to 
foe arrest of their chairman 
and leading members. 

“We are protesting in foe 
most innocent maimer foe 
injustice done to our party," 
he told reporters in Ankara. 

HADEP Chairman Murat 
Bozlak was imprisoned and 
thousands of party mem- 
bers and supporters were 
detained by police last 
month, following hunger 
strikes launched in party 
buildings to protest the pos- 
sible extradition to Turkey 
of Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocalan. 
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Weizman pins hopes on Clinton trip 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman 
said Sunday he hoped 
President Clinton would 
pull Middle East peace- 
making out of tbe mud on a 
visit next week. 

“While foe matter for the 
moment is encountering 
hardships, I believe it’s 
right for him to come here 
not only for celebrations, 
but rather to see if be can 
do something to move foe 
cart out of the mud," 
Weizman said. 

Israeli media said Israeli 
officials were upset at foe 
high profile Clinton was 
giving to the first-ever visit 
by a U.S. president to 
Palestinian-ruled territo- 
ries. * 

“No doubt the visit will 


be very important and 
strategic, it means so much 
to the Palestinian people.” 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat told reporters 
in self-ruled Gaza. 

Clinton’s Dec. 12-15 trip 
also includes Israel 

Weizman, whose job is 
largely ceremonial, spoke 
to reporters while on a con- 
dolence call to the family 
of an Arab killed in 
Jerusalem last week by a 
suspected Jewish serial 
slabber. 

“The process is a correct 
process and if there are 
mines here and there, we 
must remove them and go 
forward.” Weizman said 
while Prime Minister 
Benyamin 1 Netanyahu’s 
cabinet met to demand 


Palestinians halt violent 
clashes with Israeli forces. 

Under foe U.S.-brokered 
peace deal, Israel last 
month began a gradual 
three-month handover of 
13 per cent of foe West 
Bank and release of 750 
prisoners in return for 
Palestinian security and 
political measures. 

Palestinians have voiced 
frustration at Israel's 
expansion of Jewish settle- 
ments on land occupied 
since foe 1967 Middle East 
war and at its release of 
criminals rather than polit- 
ical prisoners. 

“To hell with foe agree- 
ments, if they are going to 
be an umbrella for settle- 
ments," Ahmad Qouteia. 
speaker of foe Palestinian 


Legislative Council, told 
reporters in the West Bank 
city of Ramailah. 

Netanyahu announced 
last week he was suspend- 
ing the transfer of more 
West Bank territory after 
an attack by Palestinians 
on an Israeli soldier and a 
civilian in the West Bank. 

Israel wants Arafat to 
halt “incitement," promise 
not to declare an indepen- 
dent state next May, and 
announce that Israel never 
agreed to free jailed 
Palestinians with “blood 
on their hands.” 

Israel said the next land 
transfer, due shortly after 
Clinton’s visit, was contin- 
gent on its conditions 
being met 


Syria press chief to improve press laws 


DAMASCUS (R) — The 
chairman of Syria’s jour- 
nalists’ union. Saber 
Falhout, newly elected to 
the People's Assembly 
(.parliament), pledged on 
Sunday to modernise and 
improve the country's 
press laws. 

Falhout, the first head of 
the union to enter foe 
assembly since the revival 
of Syria's parliament 24 
years ago, said he would 
also work to improve the 
management of the econo- 
my to help it keep pace 
with world developments. 

His election to Syria's 
highest legislative body 
“... means that the legisla- 
tive and fourth estate 
[press] authorities would 
cooperate to observe 
closely the activities of 
the executive bodies, to 
correct any mistakes." be 
told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

“We need to modernise 
our press institutions and 
provide them with foe 
necessary financing..." he 


added. “We need to have 
better training for our 
journalists to allow them 
to adapt to the new world 
journalism era." 

Falhout was one of 167 
candidates of the ruling 
coalition who secured 
assembly seats in elec- 
tions last week. The 
remaining 83 seats in the 
250-seat body went to 
independent members, 
mostly wealthy business- 
men. 

Despite not spending a 
lot of money printing elec- 
tion posters and leaflets, 
as some other candidates 
did. Falhout scored foe 
largest number of votes in 
his election district. 

“My nomination by the 
leadership and my direct 
election by foe people 
means everybody wants to 
improve the role of jour- 
nalism and the media in 
foe country," he said. 

Asked what he expected 
from the assembly’s future 
discussions on Syrian 
peace talks with Israel 


Falhout said he was not 
optimistic about any move 
to revive the talks, which 
broke of in early 1996. 

Falhout, who was a 
member of the Syrian 
negotiating team, blamed 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu for 
the current deadlock. 

“As long as there is a 
person in power in Israel 
like Netanyahu, who is 
refusing to recognise the 
rights of others in defiance 
of international law, I 
don’t think there will be 
any move." Falhout said. 

Syria has held sporadic 
peace talks with Israel 
since 1991. but they broke 
off without making any 
progress. No talks have 
taken place since 
Netanyahu took office in 
June 1996. 

Syria wants Israel to 
withdraw fully from the 
Golan Heights, which 
Israel occupied in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

The assembly’s duties 
include discussion and 


adoption of treaties and all 
accords affecting sover- 
eignty, including peace 
agreements. 

The constitution allows 
the parliament to conduct 
a vote of no confidence in 
the cabinet or any of its 
ministers, and to discuss 
government policies. 

Falhout, a noted poet 
and writer, came to promi- 
nence in foe 1960s as head 
of Syria's propaganda and 
news department and 
moved on to become edi- 
tor of the daily paper A1 
Baath, the organ of the 
ruling party. 

Later he headed Syria’s 
official news agency 
before becoming the full- 
time head of the journal- 
ists’ union. 

Falhout is also deputy 
chairman of the Arab 
Writers* Union and head 
of foe Damascus-based 
Arab Centre for Media 
and Development 

Research, and offshoot of 
the Arab League. 


Tarawneh government’s popularity rises among 
opinion-makers, drops among public — CSS poll 


(Continued from page 1) 

As for former premier 
Majall foe percentage of 
42.2 among foe general pub- 
lic that viewed his govern- 
ment as highly capable in 
March 1997 shrank to 27.9 
in June of foe same year. 
Opinion leaders who 
believed foe Majali govern- 
ment was highly capable 
were 32.3 per cent at its 
appointment, but decreased 
to 263 100 days afterwards. 

Some analysts believe that 
the rise in popularity among 
opinion leaders was a reflec- 
tion of a good media 
approach that foe Tarawneh 
government has adopted 
during its first one-hundred 
days in office. 

“Confronted with prob- 
lems and allegations, the 


government has neither 
denied nor shunned respon- 
sibility, but immediately 
formal investigation com- 
mittees, thus improving its 
image,” said columnist 
Jamil NimrL, a left-wing 
politician. 

Some analysts cited a pub- 
lic scare linked to a national 
vaccination campaign for 
students, in September, and 
the more recent case of the 
sale of foe Iraqi Petroleum 
Company (IPC) pipeline. 

In foe first incident, which 
resulted in foe hospitalisa- 
tion of hundreds of students, 
the government formed an 
investigation committee 
that, among other things, 
commissioned the World 
Health Organisation to thor- 
oughly examine the vac- 
cines in question. 


As for the IPC pipelines, 
the Cabinet established two 
commissions, and stopped 
the sale of the pipeline 
pending further investiga- 
tions as to how foe pipeline 
sale was concluded. 

When confronted with 
allegations of abuses against 
Asian workers by police 
forces in a campaign 
launched in September to 
regulate the labour market, 
the government publicly 
apologised for any mistreat- 
ment. 

Citizens seem to trust . 
Tarawneh ’s ability to curb 
rampant unemployment, as 
49.2 per cent among the 
national sample and 323 per 
cent among foe opinion 
leaders believe he will be 
successful in the fight 
against unemployment. 


unofficially estimated at 27 
per cent. The same figures 
in August stood at 39.4 and 
19.1, respectively. 

The government also 
restored confidence in foe 
possibility to fight poverty: 
46 per cent of the general 
public sample — 13 per- 
centage points more than in 
August — and 26.2 per cent 
among the opinion leaders 
interviewed — 10 percent- 
age points more than in 
August — said the govern- 
ment will be successful in’ 
this endeavour. 

However, the CSS survey 
shows that less people today 
than in August believe in the 
government's capacity to 
reform foe public adminis- 
tration, and fight corruption 
and nepotism. 

The poll also suggests that 


the much-awaited “national 
dialogue" among all sectors 
of society is also among foe 
challenges facing foe gov- 
ernment. 

According to foe poU, the 
percentage of respondents 
among the public who 
believe foe government will 
be successful in launching a 
serious and comprehensive 
dialogue dropped from 47 
per cent in August to 43.7 
per cent in November. 

Among foe opinion lead- 
ers, foe same percentage 
dropped from 62.8 to 45.8 
per cent 

‘There was one meeting 
with leaders of the profes- 
sional associations [in 
October], but not much has 
happened on foe front of 
political parties.'' said 
Nimri. 
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Australian . 
pays tribute 
to Bill Gates 
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marks for an arigm&jradi 
by the artist couple Chrisc 
and Jeanne Chut 
Potential customers . as 
view art works on-line i 
different frames, accanfinj 
to United Aits, while tof 
background of the sens 
can be set to match da 
colours of the art- wotfl 
future location. . 

Mexico police seize] 
five tonnes 
of marijuana 
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MEXICO CITY; (R > -J 
Mexican police lbund merf 
than five tonnes of BBrijua] 
na when they stopped and 
searched two tracks with] 
federal government licence 
plates, prosecutors said on 
Sunday. An official at to 
Attorney General’s _0f% 

(PGR) said foe r >. 

brought to 17 tonne the, Wfe ‘ ■*- 

total amount of marijuana 
seized by police info™ 
four days in San Luis Potns 
state, about 360 kilometres 
nor* of Mexico City. Tbe 
PGR said two men were 
arrested in connection with 
the drug seizures on 
Saturday. 


Beauty queens - 
drop like flies 

BANGKOK (R) — ..Ik 
heat and excitement of to 
Asian Games opening cere- 
mony on Sunday proved too 
much for six Thai beau 1 ) 
queens, who collapsed st.to 
end of foe two-hour gab- 
Four of foe sflk-dao 


Clinton’s 
under fire 
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damsels were carried off ^ ^aJK in ^ m 


stretchers and two w® 
helped from the arena alto 
bizarrely upstaging tire cli- 
max of foe full-pomp cere- 
mony in tropical’ Bangkok 
The six were part of a team 
of 41 beauty queens cany- 
ing the nameplates for to 
parade of Asian. Gam® 
teams. 

Dalai Lama to 
attend Chirac 
rights lunch 

PARIS (R) — Tibet's e»Jed 
god-king 


vnteone 


^ toaidrp' . not 

^Sv's " trad. 

Jj**} wuh *^ Ura ii>. i’i tobe 

toideni - ''watg 
Lr, W 


will attend a lunch 


fc) — Tibet's enJea W 

!, the -Dalai LartJ W ^ -V trip ; N 

id a lunch for No^ i W ^ 


prize laureates in Pads on * 4'pir^, ^ f -_ 

Thursday after initial cojW- 
sion over whether Presided N 

Jacques Chirac had ^'Pe- ° 

him, his spokesman said oo Wj. \j. - j 


who will be in Paris for «f- 
e monies mariting the 500 
anniversaiy of foe Univas 31 
Declaration of 
Rights, was reported 
week to have been exciudeo 
from the lunch because o e 
concern his presence wouW 
upset foe Chinese govefo- 
ment. But his spokesman 
Europe, Kunzang-W 0 *: 
statemend 


His 


TjJ ekilL" ^StOR. 

ISfhfe 'Hi. » 

"oft 

H/ 1 ver**** 

. *rip"..5 a,l > ohu 


received a formal mAmatioc | ^ ^ tl 

to the lunch and the 
Palace which he is hiwy 
accept.” 


said in a statement: w- . cmlv 

Holiness foe Dalu M W- JJjtiir fl f ? e 

« ^Urvviai invitalK® g l Jj kk-.i thejp 
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